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The one Enticuled, A New 


) PRIMMER, 


J The other , A New 
; Ly; 


Both Written by 3 { 
WILLIAM SMITH, 1 


Printed 


in the Year 1668, 


A New 


PRIMMER:! 


Wherein is demonſtrated 4 
The New and Living Way. .. 


Held forth by way of 2ueft:ougnd 4n- 
ſwer, as from a Child's Enquiry after Truth, 
to be informed by the Father. 


Here being divers particulars Anſwer'd, ang 
plainly opened,that may be profitable both in 
this preſent Age, and Ages to come. 


Publiſhed for the benefit of all ſorts of People, - 
and May be very ſerviceable for every Family, and 0+ _ | 
oreat uſe for young Children ro learn in, fo ſoon as F 
rey can underſtand their Language, that they inthe 
tear of God way be IonſtruRed, and remember thei 
Creator 'n the days Ol their Youth. 


| Dther Foundatwns can no man lay then that which Þ 

1 z laid, which is Jeſws Chriſt. } 

Behvld, I write #nto you both Old and Tonng, that | 
J0u may know the Truth, and that the Truth | 
may make you free. EE 


— —— — 


For which I Travel, enduring AMiRtion for the MW 
Truths ſake, WILLIAM SMITH. _1 
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To the READER. 


Reader, 


V Hen the foundation 
| 1s fure,there it more 
encouragement to begin. to 
build, and to begin well, and 
perſevere in well.doing 1s the 
way to come into peace: There- 
fore it 15 needfull that thou be 
plainly inſtructed in the firſt 
Pemciple of the pure Religion, 
chat thou therein mayſt begin in 


; the ſpiritual crayel,and continue 


faithtull ro the end, whereby 
everlaſting reſt thou wilt come 
to inherit : and for the {ame ſer- 
A 3 VICE 


To the Reader. 
vice 1s this little Book given 
forth,and the Title of it bears, A 
New Primmer, becaule the Te- 
ſtimony therein 1s unto Jeſus 
Chriſt, whois the firſt Principle 
of the pure Religion, and the 
new and living way unto the 
Farher, and makes all new in 
his life and power, as he 1s be- 
lieved in, and received. There 
fore whether thou be Old or 
Young that reads this Book, keep 
in the fear of God, that thou 
 mayſt feel Gods Witnels in thy 
own Conſcience opening thy 
underſtanding, and making ma« 
nifeſt unto thee the plain and 
ſimple Truth of God, which in 
this Book is moderately enqui- 
red 
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To the Reader. 
red after, and plainly anſwered ; 
and though in many anſwers 
| there be but few words ſpoken, 
{ yetif thou read(ſtit with a ſingle 
{ Eye, thou wilt meet with full 
| ſatisfaction in it, as to the thing 
that 1s enquired; therefore keep 
ſimply, and read without preju- 
dice,and Truth will opento thy 
underſtanding, and thou' wilt 
come to know Chriſt Jeſus, who 
was, and is, and is to come, the 
firſt and laſt, the beginning and 
ending, in whom 1s life, and the 
life1s the light of men. 

And little Children, when 
you come to learn reading in 
this Book, be not light in your 
minds, but mind the fear of 
4 God, 


To the Reader. 
God, -and as you read, wait to 
underſtand what you read, that 
you out of {in and evil may be 
kept ; that whilſt you are yet 
young you may remember your 
Creator, and walk as obedicnt 
Children unto him,and do thole 
things that are well-plealing in 
his ſight, that in him you may 
grow and encreale in vertue and 
godlineſs, and ſo honour thc 
Lord in your youth, not know- 
ing whether or no you ſhall 
come to {ee old age. My defirc 
15 to do you any good, and my 
love 1s both to old and young. 


Worceſter Comnty Goal, | WW. S. 
the 2d MMoneth, 1661. 
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CE EE SEE Wit At es 


The Child's Queſtion, 
| ares 1 have a zreat deſire to 


know God that made me, and to 
be acquainted with his Way and 
Truth, that 1 mizht walk therein, 
The Father's Anſwer, 

That isa good deſire Child, and 
thou are worthy to be ir formed, be- 
cauſe thou inquireſt ſo innocently, 
and wouldeſt know the thing that is 
good , therefore my Child be ſtill 
and diligent, and I ſhall inform thee, 
and plainly ſhew thee how thon 
mayeſt come to know God, his Way, 
and Truth, 

Child,7 would be ſo informed Father, 

Father, W hy,Child,thou muſt wait 


to know ſomething of God in thee, 
which 


(2) 
which in thy own Conſcience he ma- 
keth manifeſt ; and by minding and 
obeying of that,chou therein wile come 
to know God, his Way and Truth. 

C. But tu there ſomething of God in 


my own Conſcience that will give me the. 


knowledze of him ? 

F. Yes; and there 1s not any thing 
elſe that can do ir, 

C, What ts it Father ? let me know it, 
that I may not nezle# it, bst give dilt- 
gent heed toit, that I may know God * 

F. Ir is the Light of Chrift with 
which thou art enlightened, and it is 
made manifeſt in thy Conſcience, and 
doth there let thee ſee whether thou art 
a follower of the thing that is good, or 
the thing that is evil. 

C, But i it the Light of Chriſt with- 
in me 7 

F. Yes child, it is within thee ; and 
rhere thou art to wait for it, 

C, From whence doth it come ? 

F..From God the Father of Lights. 
C. And 
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(3) 
C.And doth God freely give it unto me? 
F. Yes, It is his good and perfect 
gift unto chee,that thou therein might- 
eſt profit. 
C. How my 1 know that it is the Light 
of Chriſt, and that it comes from God, 


' and 1s given freely of God unto me *? 


F. B:cauſe it 1s pure, and joyns to 
no evil, but in thy own Conſcience te- 
ſtifies againſt ir, and reproves thee for 
it, the:cby thou mayſt certainly know 
that it is che pure Light of Chriſt, and 
comes from the pure God, and chat he 
gives it freely unto thee ro convince 
thee of ſin, and ſave thee from ir. 

C, But i that the Licht of Chriſt 
that bets me ſee my (in, and in my Conſci- 
ence reproves me forit ? 

FE. Yes, child, that is the Light of 
Chriſt, 

C, But our Miniſters do not ſo teach us. 

F. That 1s, becaule they are not the 


| Miniſters of Chriſt, neicher can teach 


his Way in Truth. 
C. Bit 


(4) 


C. But how ſhall Tknow that they ave * * 


not Chriſts Miniſters, for would not heay 
or believe any that are not hu ? 


F. Thou mayſt know them, child, 


by their Fruits. 

C. Why, 1n what do they differ from 
Chriſts Miniſters ? 

F. They differ both in Doarine 
and Practice. | 
' C, How dathey differ in Doftyine ? 

F., Why, their DoGrine is Traditi- 
onal, and they teach for Doctrine the 
Traditions of men, and fo ſpeak things 
they know not for filthy lacre ſake, 
building upon other mens [_abours, 
and running into other mens Lines for 
cheir Matter, which is not afrer Chriſt, 
neither do his Miniſters (o. 

C, How ao they differ in Praftice? 

F. In many things. 

C. 1 would be informed concerning 
then. 

F. To mention them all would take 
up much time, 

C. Name 
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05) 
C, Name a few, if the whole be tas 
tedious, that by underſtanding ſome of 
then, I may be aware of the veſt, 
F. Such as are not Chriſts Mini- 
ſters have their Power and Authori- . 


ty from Man, and ſo have each man 
 aplaceot Settlement, which is called 


a Pariſh ; and in that Pariſh they have 
Tythes allowed for their Mainte- 
nance , and that 1s the Tenth Part 
of Encreaſe : And they have a Law 


made by Man to Compel it; and if 


- 
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any for Conſcience ſake cannot give 
ir th?m, then by their Law they Suc 
them, and Impriſon them, and Spoil 
their Goods ; and theſe are Wolves, 


; child, that are let looſe amongſt the 
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Lambs to rend and tear them; and 
they have Places builded in their (e- 
veral Pariſhes, which they call Chur- 
ches ; and they Obſerve one Day in 


a Week for their Worſhip, and a few 


Hours in that Day to perform it ; 
and they have an Hour-glaſs (many 
| | of 


(6) 
of them) and that is their cime of 
Preaching ; and thetr Eye will be oft 
towards the Glaſs, to ſee when it is 
Run,becauſe ir is a loag hour to them ; 
. and when the Glaſs is Run, they tell 
their People the time is now ſpent, or 
words to that purpoſe ; and whar hath 
been ſpoken that muſt ſuffice for thar 
time; and this is not the Practice of 
Chriſts Miniſters. 

C, But where, and in whom ſuch 
things do appear, may 1 c:rtainly know 
that they are nat true Miniſters of 
Chriſt * 

F, Yes, Thou may certainly know 
them not to be rrae Miniſters of Chriſt, 
nor of bis ſending forth ; for ſuch 
Fruits do plainly demonſtrate them to 
be falle. | 

C. But if ſuch be falſe, How may 1 
know them thas are true? for thave an 
earneſt deſire in me to know the thing 
that is true 

F. Be patient, child, and in due 
time 
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(7) 
eime thou mayſt come to underſtand 
ic, and thou mayſt know the crue 
Miniſters of Chriſt by their Fruits. 

C. What tsthiir Fruits 2 dnd inwhat 
do they differ from the falſe * 

F, They differ in every particular. 

C. Inform me of ſome of them. 

F, The true Miniſters of Chriſt, 
have their Power and Authority in 
God, and that is their Foundation x 
they take no Tythes, nor Sue any 
People at Law for maintenance, nor 
caſt any into Priſon ; they do nor 
love. fileby lucre, neicher make their 


Belly their God ; they Preach the 
: Word faithfally , and do not limit 
+ the Holy One either ro Time, Place 
' or Perſon ; they are meek and gentle 


and peaceable rowards all men ; and 
theie are Chriſts Miniſters. 
C, Here is a great difference Fa- 


7 ther, 


F. Yes, chila, there is ſo, even as 
much as js betwixt that which is true, 
and 


(8) 
and that which 1s falſe 5 or betwixt 
light and darkneſs, for the falſe Mini- 
Rers are of the Earthly Wiſdom, and 
the true Minifters are endued with 
Wiſdom from above. 

C, But do they not all Preach Chriſt 
in words ? 

F, Yes, the falfe can ſpeak of the 
Name of Chriſt (as the true do) but 
they want his Power, 

C. But how may I then know which is 
true and which is falſe by their woras, 
ſeeing words may be the ſame? 

Þ. Why, they that are falſe, 
Preach Chriſt withour , and bid 
People believe in Him, as he 1s in 
Heaven above, but they thar are 
true Miniſters they Preach Chriſt 
within, and dire&t people t> wait 
ro feel him in themſelves, and ſo to 
believe in him, 8s be makes himſelf 
manifeſt in them ; and this 1s true 
Doarine that biings people to mind 
that Principle of God in th=ir own 
Con- 


' 


(9) 
Conſciences, which comes down from 
Heaven and goes thither :ggin , and 
ſuch as are in thz Earthly wiidom, they 
do nor know Heaven above. 

C. This ts a great difference in toc; 
Dottrine, for one to preach Chriſt with- 
out, and another preacheth hizz within, 

F. Yes, it doth make a great diffe. 
rence, and hath no more fellowſhip 
together, then the Eati h:th with the 
Welt. 

C. And ws this an infallible Tryal of 


them? 


F, Yes, and it will not deceive 


thee, bit will certainly give thee an 


underſtanding, whereby thou maytt 
diſcern them both ; and if thou wair- 


'eſt in the meaſure of the Light of 


Chriſt , thou wilt be av]: co try all 
things, and ſo come to chuſe that 
wich is good. 

C, But muſt 1 not tis all thinss Ly 


'the Scri ptures 7 


F, Nay, for the Scriptures were gi- 
ven 


(OT) 
ven forth from the Spirir, and it 15 the 
Spiric that trys whether che things be 
crue or falſe. good or eyll, 

C. But are not the Scriptures given 
for:h for a Rule to walk by ? 

F, The Scriptures are a true Teſti- 
mony of what the Saints were made 
witneſſes of ; but the Spirit 15 the 
Rule from which the Scriptures were 
given forth ; and it was the Rule un- 
to them that gave forth the Scrip- 


tares, and they had the Spirit before "q 


they ſpake* the Words ; and they 
ſpake the Words as the Spirit moved, 
ſo that the Spirir was before the 
Words, and was ther Rule that ſpake 
the Words, and 1t changes not, but is 
the ſame for ever, 

C, What « the ſervice of the Scrip- 
tures if they be not a Rule, and for iry- 
al of things that ave ſpoken? 

F, They are of great ſervice, chiid, 
and are to be read and believed :; 
and they become comfortable, when 

I 


CST.) 
in the ſame Spiric that gave them 
forth, they are tufilled, and truly un- 
derſtood 

C. Then the Scriptures are to be 
owned and believed, as a true Teſtimg- 
ny of what the Saints were made par- 
takers of in tht day? 

F, Yes, they ate to be owned and 
beli:-ved, and they chat do nor fo, they 
are to be denied : but thou muſt rake 
heed, child, of giving more unto the 
Scriptures than unto them belongs, 
Iſt in ſo doing thou diminiſh from 
thegiory of Chriſt, and ſo give it to 
another, And if thou look'ſt upon the 
Scriptures to be fora Rule, and for 
trying, thou giveſt chic unto them 
which belongs unto Chriſt, tor he 1s 
the Rule, and leads his people, and he 
alone ſearches the hearr, ard tryes the 
reins, 2nd not the Scriptures, 

GC But h;w then muſt Sp:rits be tryed 
if not by the Scriptures 4 Muſt one Spt- 
rit try another ? 


B23 F. The 


(12) 
F. The Spirit of God muſt try all 
ſpirits; for it knows the ſpirits whether 
they be of God, and if nor, it diſ- 
cerns them, and judgeth infallibly of 
them; and if they be of God it receiyes 
them, and embraces them with joy 
and this is not the ſpirit of a man totry 
the ſpirit of a Man, but the Spirit of 
God that crys all mens ſpirits. 

C. Then I perceive it ts the Spirit alone 
that I am to mind in all things. 

F Yes, child, for by minding ot the 
Spirit alone in all things thou wilt 
coine to a good underſtanding in all 
things, and be able to diſcern and put 
a difference betwixt that which 15 true 
and thar wich 1s falfe. 

C. 1 am ſenſible that there s ſom:- 
thing in my Conſcience that lets me ſee 
my ſecret thouzhts, and the intents of my 
heart ; but I have not known what it 


hath been, ur hitherto have much re- 


garaed i. 


F, That is the true Light of Chriſt 
cnat 


(13) 
that lets thee ſee thy Thoughts, and 
the intents of thy heart ; and God 
bach freely given it unto thee, and re- 
quires thy obedience to 1t : Therefore, 
child, for the time to come be more 
diligent, and have more regard unto 
it; and when it ſhews thee vil, and 
reproves thee for ifyii, obey it, fo it 
. will rend the vail from off thee, char 
is ſpread over thee, and keeps thee 
from the knowledge of God. 

'C. But if I ſhould turn unto it, and 
obey it when it reproves me for (in, is 
there power init to ſave me from ſin,and 
tadelrver me from all Iniquity ? 

F, Yes, chi'd, all power in Hea- 
venand Earthisin it, andit 1s made 
manifeſt not only to ſhew fin, bur alſo 
to defiroy it; andit thou obeyeſt;and 
init belicveſt, thou wilt feel it con- 
demn (16, and deſtroy the Devil char 
begets it; 26d it will draw thee near 
Lo God, and give thee the knowled oe 
of his glory, 

[3 5 Go That 
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(14) 

C. That i the thing that 1 earneſtly 
deſre : but nhen 1 look within, 1 ſee 
nothin” 6:t a boty o! corruption. 

F. Thar whi-h diſcovers to thee the 
body of corrupcion, thar is the Lighr 
of Chriſt : and when thou firſt ſceſt 
thy ſelf init, chou canſt ſee nothing but 
corruption ſtanding ; bur by obeying, 
and believing in it, thou wilt feel It 
bre:k the body of Corrup'ion, and 
{er thee tree our of that bondage. 

C. But tht the Light of Chriſt ,that 
ſhews me my Thou:hts, and Words, and 
Deeds , and makes them manifeſt what 
they ae ? 

F. Yes,chi'd,that is Light of Chrift, 
and with it are they all made maniteſt, 
and thou canſt nr ice 21y thing from 
It; when thou art in ſecret it 1s with 
th<e,and there ſh:ws what thy thoughts 
are, it ſorts thy words and deeds, and 
lets thee ſce whether they be good or 
evil : if thy thoughts be after vanity, 


it diſcovers them, and reproves thee 
n 
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(15) 
in thy own conſcience forthem ; and 
thy choughts thou canſt not hide from 
itz it thou ſpeakeſt vain words, or 
doſt any evil deeds, it condemns thee 
in thy ſelf, and thou canſt not fly from 
the Judgment of ir; and this is the 
pure Light of Chriſt in thy own con- 
ſcience, child, and is always near chee 
to reprove thee for the things that be 
evil. 

C. This ts true, for 1 do feel ſomething 
in 1m? toat lets me ſee Ewvll, both it 
Thcught, Word and Deed; and 1 alſo 
feel many che: ks in my Conſcience when I 
am doing the thing that Evil, 

F, Why that is the | 1.;ht of Chriſt 
that lets thee ſee all that ever thou haſt 
done, and alſo what is preſent with 
chee, and whacthy life is in ; and what 
thy loveis after : And it thou minJeſt, 
thou wilt ſee what ever riſeth out of 
the darknels, and what the Prince of 
Darknels tempts thee to do ; ſo that 
thou wilt find thac che Light of Chciſt 
B 4 will 


(16) 
will make manifeſt every evil in the 
2ppearance of ir, and will call thee ro 
abſtain from ir ; and if thou obe yeſt, 
ic will keep thee from joyning tolit. | y 
AndT (hall in one Inſtaace plainly in- : 
form thee of it > When the Devil | it 
tempts thee to put forth thy hand ro | n 
take any thing that is not thy own, the |} w 
Light of Chriſt lets thee ſee it to be | T 
evil, and thou art ſenſible chat itis not | fc 
thine before thou rouchef} it ; and if | d 
thou doſt not obey the Light that diſ- | it 
covers ir, then the Devil Drevails and } fc 
_ thee to do it,and {o thou becom- 

t a Thicf, for which the Light re- #/ 
S—_ thee : Orif thou be eempred to 
tell a Lye, the Light lets thee feeit ar 
before thou ſpeakeſt ir, and thon art &t 


ſenſ1b!e char the thing thou art to ſpea ar 
35 nOt erue ; and if thou doſt not obey (: 
the Light th:cſhews it, the Devil pre- | 
vaiis and draws thee to ſpeak it, and tt 
thou becomeſt a Lyar, for which the tt 
Light reproves thee. ki 


C. This 


(17) 

C, Thu « true,but will the Lizht deal 
thus plainly with me in all thines ? 

F, Yes, child, it will deal! plainly 
with thee in all things, and will not de- 
ceive thee in any thing, but will make 
it manifeſt as itis : It it bea Lye, it 
makes ic manifeſt to be a Lye, and that 
which makes manifeſt a Lye that is 
True,and will nor deceive thee; there- 
fore mind ir, and obey ic, and it will 
divide aright: And what is of the fleſh 
it wili let thee ſee to be fleſh, and ſo 
for Condemnation, 

C, Father, ſhew me what the Work of 
the Fleſh are, that 1 may know them ? 

F. Thou art to mind the Light, 
and it will ſhew thee, and give thee 
true knowledge of them : for if at 
any time thou liveſt co the fleſh, and 
{itisfies it with the 2ffeQtion and luſt, 
the Light will. condemn thee and 
the Work that is brought forth by 
thee, by which thou mayſt certainly 
know thar it 1s a work of the fleſh; 
yet 


(18) 
yet for thy Information I ſhall menti- 
on ſome of them, and (hey thze what 


they are, Covet:u{n'ſs, Drankenneſs, 


Witch crafi, Hatred, Variance, Emul ti- 


02, Strife, Debate. Deceipt, Anger, Envy, | 


Malice, Back-bi:ing, Woilpring, Pride, 
Forn:cation, A#ultery, Glutiory Swear- 


inz, Lyme, Sporting, Playin:, ar ing, | 


Dice, Dancing, Rivging, Feaſting, 
Revellinz, Banqueting with much ore, 


and they thar live in ſuch things can- | 


a0 inherit the Kingdom of God. 


C. Here & a zreat number, Father ; © 
But do all theſe , and more then theſe, | 


lodge in People ? 
F., Yes child, all ch<ſe,and more chan 
theſe, lodge in th= heart chair is decirtul, 


where they are generated by the (ubtil- 
ty of the Serpent, which is the ſeed of | 


the Evil doer; and he forms chem up 


intoa body, which is the body of fin; | 
and where they are, 3nd the life in ' 
them, they ſ-parate from God, and 


yalls from beholding the brightneſs of 
his Glory, C. Bit 
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God, his way and Truth ? 


(19) 

C. But cann't I lnow God, hs Way 4yd 
Truth ,and yet live in ioms of theſe thimg? 

F. Ny, chud. it r. y lite beinany 
of them, an thou wa'keſt in them, 
thou live' in thit which can neither 
know God, nor ple.ſe him; and the 


| Way and Truth of God thou art our 


of, for, as fir as the Eaſt is from the 
Weit, {o far doth fin ſeparate from 
God, 

C, But muſt ! deny them all 2 

F, Yes, child, f rit thou live} to 
the 7leſh, thou muſt die, 

C, Alas Father who then ſhall be ſaved? 

F., Why thoſe that turn 'when the 
Light reproves thzm for fin, and choſe 
thar obey and b- lievet'ercin; for in 
the L ght the Name of Chriſt is known, 
10 which is Sglvation ; and he that be- 
lieves 1s (ſaved. 

C, Put may I come to witneſs thoſe 
Works rf the Fliſh deſtroyed whilſt T ans 
in the body, ſ:erns they ſeparate me from 


E. Yes, 


(20) 
F. Yes,if thou belieyeſt in the Light, 
it will ariſe in Power, and deſtroy thy 
Lufts that War againſt thy Soul, and 
will ſubdue the evil concupiſcence of 
the unclean Nature, our of whick pro- 
ceeds alleyil, and in which thou canſt 
not p'eale God. 

C. Father, 1 am but a child,and want 
#nderſtanding , tell me therefore how 1 
muſt get out from amoneſt theſe evils ? 
. for 1 now ſee my (elf beſet with them, 


and 1 would willingly deny them, and \ 


C - 


part with them for Chriſt, 
F. Why, child, I ſhall briefly im- 
form thee of this thing : When thou 


feeleſt thy mind inclining towards any 


evil, and that the Lighr Giſcovers ir to 
be evil, then do thou mind the Light 
' that diſcovers it, and ſtand thou ſtill, 
and joyn not co it, but deny thy (elf, 
though thou myſt feel a ſtrong incli- 
nation towards it; and if thou ſtand 
Rill, and waireſt in che Lighr,chou wilc 
receive Power againſt ir, and ſtrengeh 
(@ 


? 


(21) 

to overcome it, and thou wilt feel the 
Power of the Light to croſs thy Will 
in whatit would do, and in the Power - 
_ thou wilc feel thy Salvation : and fo 
: as thou mindeſt the Light, and in ir 
| believeſt thou wilt be kept from joyn- 
' ing to the Evil, and walk in the daily 
croſs ro thy own Will, whereby the 
| World will be crucified untothee, and 
| thou wilt be crucified unto the World, 
and true Judgment will be Executed 
; Upon the Evil-doer , and death witl 


\,* come uponthy own life, and {lay thy 


; tuſt, char hath loved any thing more 
then God, 
: C.. I deſire one particular Inſtance to 
clear this thing to my underſtanding ? 
FF. I ſhall give thee one inſtance, 
wich by minding thou myſt know 
' ail the reſt ; When thy heart is lifted 
- upin Pride, and thou ſtandeſt ex.;lred 
in thy own Mind, and there haſt 
 bigh choughts of thy ſelf, and ftri- 
ving to adorn thy Body with coſtly 
Apparel 


= _ 


Body ; thr Light of Chit in thy con- 
ſcience wi)l reach unto thee, and pla;n- 
ly ſhew thee, I ht the thing thou art 


o 
;" 
6 

6 


Apparel,and co pur on any thing more | 
than is needſuli for ch: ſervice ot the | 


1 


exerciſed in, is an evil thinz, io as thou ! 


Mmayſt ſen{ibly fecl co 1c&ion for it: 
Now , if thou turneſt to the Light ' 


when it reproves thee and corrects 


thee, and yeeld unto it without re- | 


fiſting, it wi!l reach co the cop of thy 
Pride, and bring ihy haughr:nels down, 


and lay thy lot:in:f. low, nd will cru- © 


cike thy carnal affection with the luſts 
of it, andwill bring deathuponir; fo 


will thy life ing p:ide be taken away, | 


and Hum: ity wil! (pr nz2 1nd come in- 


ro Honour ; an'! mn the Poxer which Is. 


the Croſs, the O'd chou wile feel pur 
off, and the New will be pur on, and 


thou wiltbe made a new inan in Chriſt, | 
who will reveal the Father unto thee, ? 


and give the rrue knowledge of bim his 
Way and Truth, 
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C. Thu ts a ſtrait Gate, Father, Is 
there not another way by which 1 may come 
10 know Gol? 

F. Nay, child, there is not another 
Way, for Chriſt is the Way ; and if 
thou cefire(t to come to walk in Chriſt, 
thou muſt part with All for him, and 
Deny thy ſelf to foll 'w him, There. 
fore coth the Power ſtand inthe Gare, 
to keep our all that is L!nciean, and to 
Crucifie it before there can be an En- 
trance; and that i: the reaſon, child, 
why ſo f:w enrer 1n at th: ſtrait Gate ; 
bur do not thou fly the ©rois,but mind 
the Light that leads in ir, ſo wilt chou 
feel ce Regeneration wrough:, and a 
Rirth b--rn thitis of God, andis Hetr 
of the Kingdom. 

C. But muſt every Work of the Fleſh, 
which the Light reproves me for be deni- 
ed «nd cr»0ifie: after ſuch a manner ? 

F, Yes, child, for in the Sel{-denial], 
and daily Croſs thou wi't fee! the En- 
mity ſlain, and the Power will work 
cy 


(24) 


thy Freedom out of the Bondage | 


wherein thou haſt been held Captive | 
under the Enemies Power; and if thou ' 
lieſt down patiencly, and beareſt the 


Judgment willingly, Judgment will be 
brought forth unto victory. 

C, Alas Father, ths is a hard ſaying; 
and if there be not another way to come 
to the true knowledge of God, 1 begin to 


faint already, and do not ſee how I can 


be freed from the evil that daily attends 
me? 

F. The ſaying is not hard, child, 
but unto that which Reaſons abour it, 
chat would kecp 3 life in ſomething that 
muſt be deftroyea, and there 1s no 
cauſe for thee to taint, child, though 
evils attend thee daily, bur believe in 
the Licht, and ic will work the Work 
tor thee, and remove thy burthen from 
off thee ; tor all things are poſſible 
with God, and there is nothing too 
hard for him : therefore reaſon nor 
about it, bur believe over it, and the 
Lord 
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Lord God will not forſake thee until 
he hath perfeRed his Work, for his. 
loye is to that which breatheth in thee, 
and through Judgment he will Re- 
deem thee, and ſhew thee his Salva- 
tion. -* 

C. But muſt 1 be born again, Father * 

F. Yes, child, orelſe thou canſt nor 
enter into the Kingdom of God, 

C. How may I come #0 know that, with 
the work of it * 

F. By diligent waiting in the Light, 
whereby -thou wile come to feel the 
effteFual working of God's Power, 
through which the old Birth, with all 
the Deeds' of it, will die , and thou 
wiltfeela new Birth raiſed, which at- 
rer God js Created in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs, 

C And what ſhall 1be when ſuch a 
Work s wrought, and the new Birth 
raiſed 2 

F. Why , Thou wilt be made a 
new man in the Immortal Seed, and 
C thou 
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thou wilt have a new Heart, out of ' 
which will proceed new Thoughts, | 


Words, and Deeds; and then thou. 
canſt not live any Jonger i in the Evil, 


bur inthe Good, into which thou art : 


redeemed by the ReſurreRion of Life : 
And herein, child, is the Lord God 
truly known, his Way and Truth. 

C. Oh Father ! that 7 conld feel this 

Work effettually wrought in me , then | 
arch 1 Peale be eaſed of much that now | 
oppreſſes me © 7 

F, Why, do not haſten, child, -burt © 
keep ſtayed in the Light, and rhere | 
thon wile feel the hand rhar worketh, | 
and know the power of it whereby thy ; 
Redemprion wil be perfected, and the , 
Seed Immarrtal raiſed ; then thou wilt | 
feel rhe Oppreſlor broken , and thy * 
Barthen taken off, which will give. 
eaſe unto thee, and bring in joy for| 
Mouraing. 

C. Bnt if there be not another way 


to knew God, they how « it with all 
thoſe 


BR Te BR A 4 FFI 3/4 G4 


| 
b . 


f FIC NTT PROBE Rt FI 30S. 4 a 


(27) 
thiſe Prople that do not thus believe, 
and zet profeſs God , and T. rath, and 

Soriptures 2 | 
F, Why, child, all that are fairhfs] 
to God in whar he makes known unto 
chem, they are not Judged, though 
unto the Truth they be not yet clearly 
attained ; and thongh there may be a 
difterence in the Profeſſion, yet it is 
bur one thing in all that breathes afrer 
God, which the Lord brings throvgh 
the Niſpenſations and Adminiſtrations 


+ of Profeſſions to inheric Life in the 


Poſſeſion ; and it is not a Profeſſion 
that makes a Chriſtian, though people 
1n 2 Profeſſion may ſpeak largely- (in 
words) of the Grace of God, and the 
Love of God; but they read in that 


* Book Nott1nally, before they have 


paſſed through the Judgment experi- 
mentally : And do not thou beſte thy 
mind ſo much to look after others, bur 
mind thy ſelf,for thou muſt give an ac- 
count of thy ſelf ro God, 

C-4 C. But 
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C. But 1 deſire to enquire ſomewhat | 
aftcy this thing, that I may recetve In- - 


formation concerning it, ſeeing there are 


ſo many profeſſions,and all ſeem to differ, 


and yet but one true Way, that ſo 1 may | 


chuſe the true, and deny the falſe. 


F. Why, chilo, for thy ſatisfacti- | 
on, I (hall a little open it unto thee, | 
whereby thou mayeſt ſec into the | 
ground of all Profeſſions , and how : 


they all come to differ; for Peopie | 
wanting the Life and Power of Chriſt | 
in themſe'ves, they are betrayed into | 
the words which from the Life and ! 
Power were given forth; and then, | 
not underſtanding the Scriptures as | 
they are, they pur to their meanings ; ; 
and when in their meanings they can- } 
not agree, then ariſes the difference ; / 


and one cries, Lo here,and another cites, ; | 


Lo there, according to their own mean” 
ings and concluftons ; and ſe being 
trom the Spirit of God in themlelves, 
from which-the Holy Men of God 
gave | 


# 
if 
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gave forth the Scriptures, they do not 
underſtand the Scripture, nor the 
Power of God : And this is the reaſon, 
child, why there are ſo many Profefſi- 
ons and ſhews of Religion, 

C. Then ts it not very dangerous to 
put Meanings to the Scriptures, and from 
thence 10 draw concluſiens concerning Re- 
ligion, when there i not a meaſure of the 
[ame Spirit felt from which the Scriptures 
were given forth 7. 

F. Iris very dangerous, child, and 
it 1s the way of the old Serpent, and 
ſuch a Profeſſion never makes a Chri- 
ſtian, nor brings forth a pure Religt- 
on, but forms up a ſhew of Godlineſs 
out of the Power. wh 

C, But amoneſt theſe ſeveral fro 
ens there s ſomething ſeeminzly zood in 
their Prattice : for they profeſs a worſhip 


to God, and they have Praying, and 


Preaching, ani Sinzing ; and they uſe 
thoſe things called Ordinances ; 4s Bap= 
tiſm, and Bread and Wines © 

bs F. Child, 


(30) 


F. Cbile, this obſcrve, That which | 


ſeems to be, and 1s not 'the tching it 


ſeems, it deceives the beholder: And : 


there may be ſomething good 1n all 
the Profeſſions, and yet not be fo 
as it ſeems, .and in the Darkneſs it 
is not ro be diſcerned 5 The Phart- 
fees had long prayers, and thar was 
ſeemingly good, . yet Chriſt called 
them Hypocrites : So to judge ac- 
cording co the Appearance 1s very 
dangerous , for therein are many des 
ceived, taking a thing to be that which 
It iS not, 


C. But « not the Worſhip of God 4 | 


2ood thing © 
F. Yes, the Worſhip of God is a 
+ good thing ; butif chere be no more 


but a ſhew of Worſhip, it is nor the | 


Worſhip of God, nor is not ſo good 
as It feems to be, but is a Will- 


worſhip, and nor the Worſhip in the | 


Spi'tc, which is the trus Worſhip of 
Goo, 
C, 1s 


a hes pau pbok, 
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C. 1s not that a true Worſhip where 
there is Praying, and Preaching, and 
Singive, with ſuch l:ke 500d things ? 

F, That is a trus Worſhip where 
there is praying, and preaching, and 
ſinging in the Spirit; bur there may 
be ſuch things done and not in the Spi- 
rit, but in mens own wills, and that 
Worſhip 1s vain. , 

C. Then inform me, Father, . of the 
true Worſhip. Pod 

F. Why, child, I ſhall ſhew'thee : 
when the mind is joyned to the Spirit 


_ of Gad, and is aRed by is, and ſub- 


jected to ir,then is the Lord God truly 


- worſhipped ; and thar is the- Worſhip 


in the Spirit, 

C. And how &© that Worſhip perform: 
ed? And what is the pradfice tnit? 

F. Ir is performed according to 
the good pleaſure of the Spirit, thar 
blows where it liſteth ; and the pra- 
Qtice 1s, as the Spirit moves. If the 
Spirit gives words to declare, they 
GC 4 are 


(32) 


are declared faithfully : If it move 


unto Prayer, it is performed in it: | 
And ſothe things praQtiſed in the true | 
Worſhip, are performed in the Spi- ' 
rit's Power, and according to its own | 


plealure, X 


C. Do not all people that profeſs a | 


Worſhip unto God, perform their Service 
in the Spirit 2 

F. Nay, child, for they that are in 
the fleſh cannot perform a ſpiritual 
ſervice. 
 C, How do they then Preach and Pray, 
with other things they pradtice in their 
Worſhip ? 

EF. They do it in their own wills, and 
10 the ſtrengch of the earthly wiſdom, 
and not in the Spirit, | 

C, And as theſe called Miniſters per- 


&". "pL... 


form their Service in their own wills and 


Wiſdom 
F. Yes, child, they do it in their 


own wills and wiſdom, and in their 


own time, 
C. But 
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C. But how ſhall 1 know that they do 
ſo? 

F. By their Limitation, in binding 
up their Worſhip unto a Time, Place, 
and Perſon ; but the Spirit of God is 
not [imitted. \ 

C, Why © not their Time, and Place, 
and Per ſon right , ſeeing their Time is 
upon that day called Sunday, and their 
Place that which i called a Church, and 
the Perſons ſuch as are counted Miniſters 
of Chriſt? 

F. Nay, the Lord God of Power 1s 
not limitted to any of them. And ® 
for their Sunday, the Heathen named 
it; and the Pope named their Chucch 
and their Schools and Colledges made 
their Miniſters, 

C. But dothey not Preach ſound Do- 
crine? | | | 

F. Nay, their Do@rine is after the 
Tradition of - men, and not after 
Chriſt; and they get their Doctrine 
by their Arts and Languages that 
they 


(34) 


rupted, and there is no ſoundneſs in it. 


Miniſters. 


dy mind. 

that is accepted of God? : 
F. Nay, for they pray not with j 

the Spirit, nor with the Underſtand- 

ing. And ſome ot them cannot pray ' 


at all, but as they have prayers made. 
by 


they have learned at Schools and Col- 
ledges, and then read it, or ſpeak it | 
forth in their own wills that are cor- | 


C. Buttif it be ſo, there are many de- | 
cetved, for they are looked upon to be able | 


F. Yea, many are deceived, who 
walk not in the Light that diſcerns ' 
them ; but who walkin the Light ſees | 
them, and their Wolfiſh nature un- 
der their Sheeps cloathing, And now | 
is the Lord making them manifeſt, that ' 
Key may nor deceive any longer, for 
they have kept people always learning, : 
and are anproficable Talkers, Teach- * 
ing for filthy Lucre, and not of a rea- - 


C. But i not their praying 4 ſervice f 
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by others, and have them ſet in a 
book to read, as in the! book of Com- 
ron-Prayer ; or elſe get words into 
their memory, or comprehend them 
into the Notion, and then ſpeak them 
forthasin a way of prayer, when the 
Spirit is not felt ; ſo that neither their 
Preaching nor Praying is accepted of 
God, — 

C. And i not their ſinging an accep- 
table ſervice? for they that can ſing 
Praiſes are in agoad condition, 

F. Who are come into that ſtate, 
where a Pſalm is given in the Spirit 
they are in.agood condition, and can 
ſing Praiſes, and make Melody in 
their Hearts unto the Lord ; and 
chey rightly underſtand what they 
fing; and they fing with the Spirit, 
and with the Underſtanding : But 
none can ſing after this manner, bat 
who are redeemed from the Earth. 
But they haye David's words put 
into Meeter by Hopkins and ad 
an 


(36) 


. and given them forth as they were Dan | 
vid's condition, and the Drunkard, and : 


Swearer, and Lyar fing rogether, who | 


know nothing of Davza's condition ; 
and fo they fing Lyes in Hypocriſie, 
which is not a right Service,nor accept- 
ed of God. 

C. 1 would know, F ather, how it i con- 
eerning thoſe things called Ordinances, as 
Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, wich are 
much uſed in their Worſhip ? 


F. Why, child, +5 co thoſe things, | 


2 


they roſe from the Pop. 


s invention, |: 


who hath had power in the Night of : 


Apoſtacy , and hath ſer up bis De- 
vices, which are yet continued it 
England, though he ſeemingly is de- 
nied, and the whole praice of thoſe 
things as they uſe chem, had their in- 
ftitution by the Pope, and were ne- 
ver ſo Ordained of Chriſt ; for he 
did not ordain Sprinkling Water in a 
childs face, or to make a ſign of the 
Crols 1n his fore-head, nor God-fathers 

| and 
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and God-mothers to undertake for it : 
neither did he ordain Bread and Wine 
to be {ouled and received. And the 
Wine is another of the Pope's inven- 
tions, who knows not the Cup of Bleſe 
fing, in which is the communion of 
the Blood of Chriſt, ſo hath invented 
a Silver Cup, and pours Wine into 
ir, and then the Prieſt gives it to the 
people, and tells them , That & the 
Blaod «if Chriſt which « ſhed for thers, 
when it is Wine, and not Blond : 
And gives them Bread”, and tells 
them, Thar # rhe Boay of Chriſs that 
is lroken fir them; when people 
neither diſcern the Body nor the 
Blood of Chriſt, and ſo Ear and Drink 
Damnartionto themſelves. And true 
Papt:iſm. child, 1s inthe Spiir, which 
Bp:i5eth into one Body : And the 
true Meat and Drivk, is the Body 
and Blood ot Chriſt, which che wor- 
thy receiver feeds upon in his Heart, 


So that theſe things be falſe, and not ro 
be 


"4 be regarded by 
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Spirit, which is the Sabſtance. 


the rrue Chriſtians who | 
are come tothe Spirit, and live in the | 


C. But is nt the place in which all | 


theſe things are performed, a true 
Church ? 
| BE. Nay. the true Church 1sin God 
the Father of our -Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
and Chriſt is the Head of ir, and hath 
the preheminence in it : but the place 
in which ſuch chings are performed, is 
allo of the Pope's invention, and he 


» *%- * 


a 


counts himfelf to be the head of it, 


and he would have the preheminence ; 


and isa Place made by men, and it is | 
Wood and Stone which do decay and * 


wax old, and come tonought : Then 
they make Levies, and gather Money 
ro Repair ir again ; and it they do 


not fo, ic will fall and conſume, and / 


turn into Mire and Dire: Bat the true 


- Church, of which © briſt is the Head, 


is a Living thing, and doth not de- 
Cay, nor wax old, but 1s ingratted 1n- 
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rohim, and there is neither ſpot nor 
blemiſh in 1t. 

C. Bnt are n0t theſe the true Chris 
ſtians that praitice and perform ſuch 
things © 

F. They bave got the Chriſtians 
Words,and ſo count themlelves Chri- 
ſtians ; but they are not in the Chriſti- 
ans Lifc, neither is their Way the 
Chriſtians Way ; ſo they are -practi- 
ſing thoſe things that God requires not 
at their hands, neither doth he accept 
them : And who are true Chriſtians, 
child, they come into Union with 
Chriſt by the efteRtual working of his 
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Power in them, through which they 


aretranſlated and made new creatures, 
and the new creature 1s in Chriſt, and 
's a true Chriſtian, but the old is an 
Apoltare. 

C, There i alſo ſome other things that 
1 wonld be informed in, becauſe I ſtand 
{omething doubtful concerning them. 

F. Whatare they, child > 
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C. 1 obſerve that People make much 10 | 
do one with another when they meet toge- 
ther, or part ont from another, in putting þ. 
off their Hats, and Bowing,and Cringing, * 
and going Backward, and Scraping ;, and | 
1 am doubtful whether this be the trae Ho- * 


+ 


nonr with which 1 am to honogy all men. 
F. This Doubt will be eafily remo- 


} 
3 


ved, and thou mayſt be aſſured thar ic 


15 not the rrue Honour, 
C. How may 1 be aſſured of it? 
F. Why, child, they that ſeek 


Honour one of another, they do not. 


believe in Chriſt the Power of God, 


which 1s honourable in all men, and 
1s to be honoured where it appears 1n : 


any ; and this ſeeks not the honour | 


below, or to have the Hat put off, or - 
the Body to bow and cringe, or the feet 
fo ſcrape ; it neither ſeeks ſuch ho- ' 


nour, nor.can give ſuch honour, for 


it. 15 a 'beggerly honour when it is. 
compared with that honour that comes ' 
from Godalone, and where it is ſought : 


and 
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and expected it is from below; and 
that which anſwers the expeRation is 
the ſame: and ſo men ſeek honour one 
of another, and they give it one to 
another with their Zat and Knee, And, 
Your humble Serwant Sir : And ſuch 
are not in the Power of God, bur in 
the vain cuſtoms of the Heathens ; and 
ſoit is got 1n a caſtom co pur off the 
Hat, and bow, and cringe, and ſcrape ; 
and Women to curti/ie, and. droop ; 
and this is ſought for and expected one 
from another, -and- they receive it one 
of another : And theſe are the Apo- 
ſtate Chriſtians , that 2re out. of the 
Power of God that is Honourable, and 
ſo ſeek honour one of another, and 
are reſpeQing one anothers Perſon , 
and the Rich and the Proud they ger 
the Honour , and the Poor and the 
Needy they are not regarded, 

C But us there not ſuch ap Honour 
that belongs to. Maziſtrates and Men is 
Authority © 
'Þ, F. Nay, 


(42) 
*'F, Nay, child, ſych Honour doth 
not belong to them, neither are they 
Honoured when it is done ſo unto 
them ; for izne Honour is from the 
Heart, and not from the Hat : And 
where any thing of. God appears in 


Magiſtrates and Men in Authority, «. 


that is Honoured with the Heart, and 
it doth not expeR the Hat: And this is 


erue Honour, child, and it is given un- ; 


to whom it is due. 

C. But ſeeing ſuch a thing & expecied 
by men in Autbority,is it net better for 1m: 
to give it to them they to offend them 2 

EF. Thou muſt be careful! , child; 


; 


* 
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£ 
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how thou Reaſon ſt abour it, Teſt thoy 5 


ruen'ſt into Tranſgreſhor, for if thou 
reſpeReſt Perſons, thou commirreft 
fin, and the Law of God will convince 


thee of Tranſgrefiton : Therefore mind 
the Lord and his Teachings z and i? | 
men be offended becauſe thou obeyeſ: 


the J ord, thou wilt not be guilty of 


the offence ; byt the Wo ſhall be un- 
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(43) | 
co that In them which would be Ho- 
noured with thy Hat, from whence the 
offence comes. 

C. Anddoth not the Lord require any 


ſuch things to be done ? 


F,Nay,the Lord tequires it not,but 
the pride of man's Heart ſeeks it ; for 
the Lord requires that thuu ſhould 
Honour all men in him ; and that is,to 
give Honour unto whom zr &© due ; but 
unto a proud, heedy, high minded man 
there is no Henour dye, though be may 
be great in the World, 2nd be in place 
toRule ; bur in the Pawer of God the 
Poor 15 as honorable as rhe Rich, and 
the Begger as he that Rules; and the 
Honor ts given as due unto the Power. 
and not unto any mans Perſon. 

C. I woula be informed ef anstke: 
thing, Father, What Langnage 1 am tt 
ſpeak nnto a (inzle Perſon, whether Tho, 
or You, be the true Langnace unto a fin- 

le Peron ? 
F, Why, child, 2 fing'e perſon be- 
h | 


2 , ing 


( 44) 
ing One and no more, the true Lan= 
guage 15 Thos unto him, or her : and 
hath been the { .anguage ſpoken by all 
that have been guiced by che Spirir of 
God without rcſpeR oi:Perſons; And 
we do not read of another that was 
{ſpoken by the Holy menot God unto 
any perſon, whether a King, or any 
in Authority under him ; for the Spi- 
rit of Truth leads into all Truth, and 
Thou to One 1+ the Lansaage of Tratt 
without reſpect, and the "Spirit of Truth 
reacheth ro ſpeak It, and nor another. 

C. Bat howis it then that People uſe 
the word You to one another, when they 
[peak Qne to One > 


F. Becaule 1n thar thing they do | 


not mind the Spirir of God, and its 
Teachings z and io the falſe ſpirit 
acting, brings forth a falſe Word; tor 
Tewu tO One, 1s an Apoſtate Language, 
2nd thro: oh the vain cuſtom of if, [5 
become ſeated in rhe Pride of Heart ; 
and when the true Language js ſpoken, 


the 
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(45) 
the Pride cannot bear it ; but it is the 
true Language,child,and was fo in the 
beginniag before the fall; and God is 
turning ie again unto his People in this 
day of Reſtauration, 

C. And muſt I uſe the word thou to 
all ſorts of People ? 

F. Yes, When thou haſt occaſion 
co ſpeak to Oxe; And do not reſpect 
the perſon of any man or woman ; for 
1t1Sas true to the Rich as to the Poor ; 
and the Spirit of Truth will teach thee 
tro ſpeak it if thou mindeſt and obey- 
eſt it; and if thou doſt nor, it will re- 
prove thee. 

C. Bu! is it n0t a thing that will become 
2ne to uſe good Manners * Ard People 
ao not take the word Thou to be good 
Manners, when 1 ſpeak to my Betters, 
and they will not have their Children 
r2au2ht to ſpeak that Languaze, becanſe 
they ſay it is unmannerly. 

F. Icis the evil words, child, that 
corrupts good manners, whether it be 
in 
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in a child, or elder people; but true 
words is mannerly, and is ſpoken in 
the manner of Truth, which is good 


manners: And thou muſt not mind 


what others ſay, or how they will have 


their children taught; but mind thou 
the Lord and his Teachings,and he will | 


teach thee to ſpeak good words , and 


true words, which is good manners ; and | 
It 1s the evil words that corrupts it : ! 
And p*ople that know not the Teach- | 


ings of God, nor the Truth of God, 


they know not the manner of it, and | 


ſo are ſeeking how to honour one 


another, and to ſpeak toone another, 
and after what manner to doit, which * 
15 not in the manner of Truth, bur in ' 
the falſe ſpiric, which corrupts their - 


words and actions,and fo corrupts good 
manners. 
Cn, And haw muſt I ao concerning 


Oaths , ſreing that Swearing in many 


thiros w required * as ſometimes 10 give 
Teſtimony t9 what I know; and ſome- 
times 
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(87) 5 
times to teſlifis my ſubmiſſion unto 4 Rt- 
ler , aud alſo in otherthings* 

F, Whatever men require of thee, 
child , thou muſt mind what the 
Lord requires of thee ; and if men 
require that of thee which the Lord 
forbids thee, thou muſt obey God : 
And Chriſt Jeſus hath forbidden all 
Oathes, and it is not lawfull ro Swear 
upon any account, though men may 
require it ; becauſe Chriſt hath com- 
manded, wot to Swear at all: and if 
thou loveſt him, thou wilt keep his 
Commandments, and not Tranſgrefs 
againſt him becauſe men require 
thee to do orherwiſe; but do thou 
mind the Spirit of Truth, and it will 
teach thee to fpeak truth in what 
thou art called unto, and thy Tex in 
the Truth, will bind thee ro perform 
faithfully what chou Teſtifieth or En- 
gagethto: And ſo in all things thou 
art called unto, ſpeak the truth from 


thy Heart, as in the fight of God, 


D 4 and 


(48) 


93, 


and let thy Tea be Yea ; and let there + 


be no more in any wiſe ; for what is 
more comes of evi}, : 

C. But there much [aid concerning | 
the Lawfulneſs of an Oath in ſuch need- | 
full matters, as to end Strife, or on- | 
gage-to :a Ruler:, .with aher things ; | 
and there are many Scriptures bronght © 
foro: | 

F. They that bring Sciiptures to | 
plead for Swearing in this day, they 
do nat underſtand the Scriptures 3 
for He who is Lord of all, faith, 
Swear not at all, neither by Heaven | 
nor by Earth, nor by any other thing , | 
bat let your Yea be Yea, and your | 
Nay, Nay , for what « more comes | 
of Evil : And thou art to obey Je- | 
{us Chriſt whoſe Doarine? 15 true, | Y 
and who ends the Diſpenſation of | \ 
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Oathes whczre ſtrife was ; and inthat | C 
$1 Diſpenſation when they did Swear, | |! 
mg and were not to forſwexr themſelves, , 1 


it was not an Oath formed in words, | | 
and ; 
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ſhall do according to all that proceedeth 


(49) 
and then impoſed by the laying a 
hand upon the Bible and kiſſing it, 
byt was ſolemnly ſpoken from rhe ir 
own mouthes, and what proceeded on t 
of their mouths,that chey were to per- 
form unto the Lord ; And this was 
the Oath commanded in that Diſpen- 
ſation, as thzu mayſt read, Numb.z o. 
If a man vow aYow unto the Lord, or 
Sweer az Oath to bind his Soul with 4 
Bond, he ſhall not break his word, he 


out of his mouth : (now Mark child) 
This was the thing the Lord Com- 
manded in that Difpenſation , and it 
was no more but the word that was 
£0 proceed ont of their own mouthes, 
and. were not to break, ' becauſe it _ 
was the Souls bond; therefore they 
were to do according to all that pro- 
ceeded Out of their mouthes ; fo thar 
it was to proceed out of their own 
mouthes, and not to be impoſed in 
formed words, which binds not the 
Soul 


(50 
Soul: And there. is no Scripture that 
mentions any other way of Swearing |- 
in that Diſpenſation, but now Chriſt | 
' Jeſus, who Ends all the Changeable 
things, He ſaith, Swear not at all ; but 
let your Teabe Tea; and it is without | 
Excepcjon, or putting any difference 
betwixt vain Oathes and ſolemn Oathes; 
He faith, Not at all, nor by any thing ; 
For what is more then 7a and Nay | 
comes of Evil :: Therefore , child, 
obey thou Chriſt's DoRrine , what 
ever men may require of thee ; and 
if thy Yes will not be taken to the 
eruth of thy word, let nothing elfe 
be done by thee, leaſt chou falleſtin- 
to Condemnation. | 
C. Father ,* Inform me ve 
the obſervation of Dayes, as thoſe cal- | 
led Holy-dayes , and that called Sun- | 
day, mhich ſerv call Sabbath-day, } 
and ſome the Lord's-day, and whether 
the Lord requires that 1 ſhould obſerve 
them 8 
F. If I: 
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_. F, If thou Obſerveſt a day, child, 
| Obſerve it to the Lord ; bur he re- 


quires not the Obſerving of particu- 


|. lar Dayes, for the Seventh Day was 


Holy , in which he Reſted from all 


| his Work, and that was the Fews 
© Sabbath, and they obſerved ic to. the 


Lord as he commanded ; but Chrift . 
Jeſus hath fulfilled ir, and ended it: 


| And thoſe called Holy- Dayes are ſet 
'up in che Apoſtacy, in which the 
- Saints have been Killed and Mar- 


zyred , upon which Dayes the Apo- 


| ſtates Rejoyed and Feaſted z and 


they are called Feaſtival Dayes : and 
thou .art ro abominate the obſerving 
of them, becauſe they were ſet up in 
the Bloodethirſty Spirit ; And for that 
cailed the Lord's-Day or Sabbath-Day, 
people do not underſtand what they 
ſay ; for the Sabbath is the Seventh 
Day, and the obſerving of that 1s 
ended in Chriſt; and that called the 
Lord's- Day . is the firſt Day of the 
Week. 


(52) * 

Week ; and the name Swunday., is 
from the Heathens, who celebrated 
that day unto the Su, and fo called 
it- Sunday : But, child, ever, Day 1s 


the Lords-Day, and thou arr to ob- 
ſerve them all unto him, and walk in. 


bis fear, and in his dread every Day 
_ and Bonr; and who come to Chriſt 
ard believein Chriſt, come over the 
obſervation of Dayes, into the one 
Day of the Lord, which is as a thou- 
{and years, and ſo walk with the Lord 
in his Day, and obſerve it to his Glory 
and Praile. 

C. 1 now feel my uaderftanding pretty 
well informed and opened; but will the 
Light of Chriſt, in my ows Conſcience, 
let me ſee all theſe things, and teachme 
 1ounderſtand them is Truth. 

F. Yes, (child) ir will, if thou 
enclineſt co its Teachings, and ſtand- 
eſt fingle to obey, ir will give theea 
perfe&t underſtanding of Gqd; his 


all 


Way and Truth, and will let thee ſee |}. 


(53) 
all the Cy/ſtoms, and Faſhians, and Tra- 
ditions of the Wotld to be vain for 
copdenmmation. 


. And now, my child, receive Ioſtru- 
ion and be wiſe, and let not the 
Counſel of thy Father depart from 
thee, but creaſure it up in thy Hearr, 


that thou mayſt lay up for thy felf a 
- good foundation, and know the hand 


of the Lord ro build thee up : And 
now I exhort thee, child, to mind the 


. fear of rhe Lord, that thou mayſt 


know the beginning of Wildom, and 
therein be made wile unto Salvation : 
and let not thy mind (in any wiſe) go 
after vanity ; kecp thy eyes from be- 
holding vanity ; and as thou mindeſt 
the Light of Chriſt, thou wilt ſee ir, 
and be kep: fromir. And now unto 
all Sorts and Seats of People a few 
Words I write. 


(54) 
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Unto the Aged. 


years, and baſt ſpent thy time in 
vanity, now walt to redeem its thou 
draweſt nigh thy end, and the time that 
is paſt thou canſt not call again; thou 


muſt lay down thy earthly body, and| 


how ſoon thou knoweſt not; the world 
mult pais away, and thong muſt leave it ; 
if thou haſt gathered great Riches,thou 


muſt not abide with them : Whatl 
profit will there be in all theſe things, 


when thou tuft go hence and be no 


more ſeen> And what will all thy pre- 
feſſed Religion do for thee in that day 2 


It will all forſake thee : Theretore, 
whilt thou haſt yer a day, turn and 


obey the Lord and bis living Voice in| 


thy Conſcience,that thou mayſt be ga- 
therea unto God, ana know his {a)yati- 


Hou that haſt paſt over many | 


_ 
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on, before the day paſs oyer. 
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Unto the Young Men, 


Jon that art 1nthe ſtrength of thy 
Youth, ſpendir not in vain, nor 
ſatisfie thy hearts Iuſts, wbich many 


times provoke thee to do evil, thy 


dayes will end, and an account thou 


 muſtgive unto God ; therefore intime 


confider, before the evil day come up- 
on thee, for thou knowſt not how ſoon 
the Lord may call tor thee,and require 
an account of thee : Therefore ſtand 
inaw and ſin not, but walk 1n the fear 
of the Lord, that it may go well with 
thee in the Jatter day, 


% 
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Unts little Children. 


"7" Hou that art yer in thy young 

Years, and art bur like a plant 
ſpringing up into ſtrength, thou 
know- 


7 


(5s) 


knoweſt not the day of thy cutting 


down : therefore whilſt thy time 1s, | 
mind the Lord that mage thee, and. 


gives lite and breath unto thee, and 
walk-in fear before him, fo will he 
reach thee the way wherein thong art 
to walk, and he will order thy conver- 
ſation aright, and ſkew thee his ſalya- 
rion, and thon wilt be kept from the 
evil of the dayes thar yet thou haſt to 
paſs through, and will know the Pow- 
er of God to pluck up the root of 
evil whilſt rhou air yet tender, and be- 
fore it be coo much grown in ſtrength; 
and thou wilt come to be gronnded 
and rooted in rhe Love of God, and tn 
thatfpring up like apiealanr plant, fo 
will thy dayes which yet thoa haſt ro 
paſs through in this world, be joyjull 
z0 thee ; and in the end, everlaſting 
peace will be thy portion : Therefore, 
Little Children , keep out of vanity ; 
Lye not, Swear not, Envy not © be ſ-- 
ber, be gentle, be peaceable, be ax 
6Ve 
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(57) 
love one another ;, be not proud in any 
wiſe ; put not oncoſtly Apparrel,take 


. no thought after that ; be not curious 


in your Meats and Drinks, but having 
Food and Rayment, be therewith con- 
tent, Let not your Apparrel be more 
then what is necdfull for your bodies, 
nor your Food more then what is con- 
venient for your refreſhment : ſo will 
the Lord adorn you with the beauty of 
holineſs, and feed you with that meat 
that doth nor periſh, 


A few words concerning true Diſcern- 
ing and Judgment. 


Ny Ow is Salvation come from the 
moſt High, and the God of 7/rae! 

is over all ; he is confounding the 
Wiſe men in their Wiſdom, and de- 
ſtroytng the Strong men in their 
Strength, he is breaking the Idols of 
liver, and the Idols of gold, and cve- 
E ry 


(58) 
ry carved work he is throwing down, 
and his eye beholds the way of every 
man, and he (ces their work of what 
fart it is ; he 1s the ſearcher of the 
heart, and ite paſſeth by and bebolds 


the intents thereof ; hidden things he 


brings to light, and by the gift of his 


own Spirit he ſhews to every man his 


thoughts ; this is his perfect gift to 
every m4n, a manifeſtation thereof all 


men have, that they thereby mighr 


profit - and though a meaſure of this 
Spirit hath abeing i» Al, and makes 
its (cf manifeſt i al, and is the 
true light that doth enlighten all that 
comeinto the World, yet all do not re- 
ceivelt, nor come to be guided by ir, 
ſo walk 1n the fleth, and cannot pleaſe 
©0!Y, neither can perceive the things 
of God, and what is performed by 
ſuct: is a Service or Worſhip to God, 
he doth not require It art their hands ; 
and though they make many prayers, 
he will nor hear, for they have no 
Union 
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(59) 
Union with his Spirirz and this tryes 
a!l Peoplz, and their works in a true 
Diſcerning , and gives true Fadement 
upon all according to their doings ; 
and who have not this Spirit of Chriſt 
they are none of his ; but all that re- 
ceive it and have Union with it, they 
walk not in the Fleſh, but in the Spi- 
rit, in which they ſee the Shapes and 
Forms of every Image and Likeneſs, 
and the ground from whence they do 
ariſe; and no falſe birth can have a 
hiding place, but from the lezſt to the 
greateſt they are diſcovered, and the 
taireſt coverizg that any have cloath- 
ed themſelves withal is ſeen through, 
and all the formed likenefles which 
appear this day amoneſt the ſons of 
men in what they do profeſs of God, 
they areall ſeen to be of the fleſh, and 
chelr Rozt and principle is of ihat part 
and nature that is earthly, from which 
no good thing can ariſe; and ir brings 
forth abirth in its own likeneſs, and 
E 2 of 


( 60) 
of its own nature, which by the Spirit 
is truely diſcerned, and every work of 
the Fle(h is manifeſt to the Spirit, for 


the Spuric ſearcheth all things,and truly 


judges all things,for rhe Spirit 1s Truth; 
And though this may ſeem 1n many 
of your eyes to be raſh judgment, and 
you may call it ſo, yet ir wil ſtand a 
witneſs againſt all that ace ſatisfying 
the Fleſh, For there is not any thing ſo 
hardly received as that teſtimony chat 
ſtrikes ar the Life of another, and thar 
which deals plainly and fimply with 
all, and deſires the good of all, riar 
meets with the leaſt entertainment in 
the hearts of people; bur that which 
flatters, and crizts peace when the 
bonds of Iniquity ſtand, that 15 a ple :- 
{ing thing unto the minds of all who 
walk 1n the fleſh; aad that which coincs 
to rip them up, and diſcover their na- 
kedneſs to their ſhime, tar, rhey kick 
againſt, and will not owa nor receive 
it for truth 5 for there is not any 
peo. 
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people would come to ſhame for 
whar they do; and that which opens 
ſecrets, and brings any thing to Light, 

by which ſhame may come upon. 
them, they turn againſt that, and re- 
ject it, though the chin be really truc 
which 1s witneſſed 2yainſt ; and fo 
there is no work of the Fleſh that 
would come under the Spirit's Judg- 
ment, though ir be truly diſcetned 
and judged as it is, and the Diſcern- 
ingand Judgment ſtand in the truth ; 

but thoſe concerned in it will not 
own 1t, but cry out, Who made you 
a Judge > And why are you lo raſh to 
judge, as if all were to be condemned 
but your (elves > How do you know 
the hearts of people « And why 
may not others be as right as you tor 
what you know © So every Form and 
Likeneſs would fave its own Lite by 
putting oft the Judgmenr, as if none 
could Diſcern it ; and no falfe birth 
that wou'd have its Nakednels to ap- 
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| (62) 
pear, leſt ic ſhould come to ſhame 

tnereby : And thus People harden 
themſclves againſt the Spirit's Teſti- 
mony, which in it ſelf is the Searcher 
and rryer of Hearts and Reins , and 
none can hide their Counſel from tt, 
C Mark ] Ts not this the Judge that 
ftancs ar the door and knocks « Doth 
not ite diſcern when Evil riſeth in 
your Hearts > And doth he not there 
Reprove you? What 1s It that you 
can hide that he finds not our « What 
can you do in your ſecret Chambers 
that he doth not know 2 And what 
Zhoug't can you think (amongſt all 
y Cu; Thoughts) that he doth not diſ- 
cen? And doth he not judge you in 
your own Conſciences, if you have 
Thought any Evil, or uttered vain 
Words, or done any thing w.ckedly e 
Will you deny this to be a true D/ſ- 
cerner, and a Righteous Fudge ? Le 
{over, and there isa Witneſs (which 
you may feel in your ſelves) to anſwer 
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(63) 
to the Truth declared ; and all that 
have received the Spirit, and are born 
of tle Spirit ,, they have an Under- 
ſtancing given them, by which they 
are alle to diſcern the Fleſh, and all the 
works of it, and give true Judgmenr 
upon it withouc reſped& of Perfons ; 
not judging according to thu 7 itth, 
but according to the Spirit, and ſees 
ro the Root and Principle from which 
all things ipring ap and grow z and 
they do not judge according to the 
ourward appearance, bur ju2ge Righ- 
tegus judgment ; for ſuch as Piſcern 
no firther thin what outwardly ap- 
pears, and then judge according to 
thir, Others from the fams ground 
may draw as true a Judgment 2g:nſt 
them : And here people are not to 
Juage, left they be Judged 5 which 
is a place much aliedged »painſt true 
Judgm-nt ; but who ſo Juigcs one 
of another, it is not in the Spirit of 
Truth which doth Dicera through 
E 4 all 
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all Appearances ; but it is in the fleſh | 
which cannot perceive beyond what | 
doth appear : And fo all the falſe | 


Births give Judgment one againſt a- 
nother, and cannot bear the Judg- 
ment of one another; then they are 
provoked and angry one with ano- 
ther, and run into Confuſion and 
Diftrattion, Warring and Fighting, 
and Deſtroying one another about 
their formed Religion 5 none being 
come to the Spirit that gives a Diſ= 
cerning through what appears, and 
gives true Judgment in the ground: 
but all born of the Spirit have true 
Union with it, and the fleſh and the 
deeds of it, are ſubdued under it s and 
they are no more in the fleſh, bur in 
che Spirit; and have received Chrift 
Jeſus the Lord, and walk in him, 
and are Spiritual , and the Spiritual 
man judgerh all things, and he him- 
ſelf 15judged of no man : And whe- 
ther you can reccive 1t Or no, you = 
a 
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all craly tryed and judged not in the 
Fleſh, but in the Spirir ; and your 
ROOT and FOUNDATION is 
ſeen and Diſcerned, and is not foynd 
to be that which was in the beginning, 
but that which the Subtilty genera- 
ted ſince the beginning, and ſo doth 
he rule over you, and blind your 
minds that you cannot ſee nor dif- 
cern further than what appears; and 
the Myſtery of the Kingdom is hid 
from your eyes, and you run into the 
Words with your carnal Minds and 
earthly Wiſdom, and from what 1s 
Written draw ſomething to your 

ſelves, and form up a Likeneſs in your 
conceivings, and bring that forth in 
the ſtrength of your own Walls ; and 
this is your Foundation, and the firſt 
principal of your Religion ; and fo 
the Y AR LOT hath brought forth 
many chiJdren, wbich in her Womb 
bave all been conceived, and yer are 


not formed one like another, bur all 
differ 
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differ in their Shape and Likeneſs, and | 
then ſtrive one with another, and yet | 


are all children of one Houſe , and 


all of one Kingdom ; but no Love, 
nor Unity found amongſt them ; but 


Envy , Hatred and Malice, and all 


_ one againſt another, and divided into | 
Heads and Prties, which is an evi- |} 
denf Teſtimony of the Ruine and Fall | 
of your Houſe and Kingdom; For, | 


A Houſe divided againſt it ſelf, cannot 
ſtavd. 

Therefore come out of ir, leſt it 
- fall upon you, and utterly deſtroy 
vou, and all come to that where 
Peace and Safety is ; for God hath 


prepared a ſure Refuge and Reſting- | 
place for all that will com?2: And he | 
hath gathered many into Unity, and | 
perfect Peace thercin ; and they reſt | 
in his Love, and are preſerved in his | 


Power, and he alone is their Strengrh 


and ſure Nefence ; ſo hatch the Lord | 
made his Power known in this his 
Day, | 
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| Day, and hath gathered a Remnant 


co that which was in the beginning, 


which w3s the Saints Life, and from 


which the Scriptures were declared, 
and of which they all ceſtified, thar is 
now made maniteſt which the falſe 
f.poſtles ravened from, and many 
Sons and Daughters are come to glo- 
ry in it 5 and this is the Spirit of 
Truth, which leads into all Truth, 
that cuts down Tranſgreſhon , and 
Reigns over the Head of the Tranſ- 
oreffor, and doth diſcover clearly 
all rie deeds of Darkneſs, which are 
come up {ſince the Dayes of the As 
poſtles, and are practiſed by ſuch as 
re inte Apoſtacyz and this compre- 
hends :11, but cannot be compre- 
hended of any ; it is pure, Ever- 
laſting , Unchangable, and no Vaii- 
ableneſs there is in it : All that to it 
do believe, have found the Author of 
Eternal Salvation, and are come to 
the Wiſcſom and Righteouſneſs of 
God, 


_ 


differ in their Shape and Likeneſs, and 


then ſtrive one with another, and yet 
are all children of one Houſe, and 


all of one Kingdom ; but no Love, ! 
nor Unity found amongſt them ; bur | 


Envy , Hatred and Malice, and all 


- one againſt another, and divided into | 
Heads and Pzrties, which is an evi- | 
dent Teſtimony of the Ruine and Fall | 
of your Houſe and Kingdom; For, | 


A Houſe divided againſt it ſelf, cannot 
ſhlavd. 
Therefore come out of ic, leſt it 


- fall upon you, and utterly deſtroy | 


vou, and all come to that where 
Peace and Safety is ; for God hath 


prepared a ſure Refuge and Reſting- | 
place for all that will com?: And he | 
hath gathered many into Unity, and | 
perfect Peace thercin ; and they reſt | 
in his Love, and are preſerved in his | 
Power, and he alone is their Strengrh | 
and fure Nefence ; ſo hach the Lord | 
made his Power known in this his. 


Day, 
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Day, and hath gathered a Remnant 
co that which was in the beginning, 
which wis the Saints Life, and from 
which the Scriptures were declared, 
and of which they all ceſtified, that 1s 
now made manifeſt which the falſe 
f.poſtles ravened from, and many 
Sons and Daughters are come to glo- 
ry in it ; and this is the Spirit of 
Truth, which leads into all Truth, 
that cuts down Tranſgreſhon, and 
Reigns over the Head of the Tranſ- 
orcfſlor, and doth diſcover clearly 
all c:e deeds of Darkneſs, which are 
come up fince the Dayes of the As» 
poſtles, and are practiſed by ſuch as 
arc intie Apoſtacy ; and this compre- 
hends 11, but cannot be compre- 
hended of any ; it is pure, Ever- 
laſting , Uachangable, and no Vairi- 
ableneſs there is in it : All that 1n ir 
do believe, have found the Author of 
-tetnal Salvation, and are come to 
the Wiſcom and Righteouſneſs of 
God, 


God, and to the enjoymentof Eter- | 


nal Life, whichisin CHRIST FE- 


SUS the Lord, whoſe Glory and Mas» | 
jeſty is ſpreading over the Earth, and ' 
who is gathering a Holy People to | 


Himſelf, 'that in them his praiſe may 
be ſhewed forth ; who alone is worthy, 
God of gods, and King of Saints, who 
by all his Redeemed Ones ts, over all, 
Exalced, Magaified, and Praiſed for 
Ever and Ever. 


So the Lord give you Underſtanding in 
_ all things. 
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Something of Truth manifeſted 
for the ' ravelling Birth to 
peri ſe and meditate. 


oY In by Tranſgreſſion having 

loſt his firſt Eſtate of Inno- 
cency, Simplicity, and Uprightneſs, he 
1s alrogether uncapable of recovering 
himſelf, and reſtoring bimſelf into it 
again, which the Wiſdom of God be- 
bolding, his own compaſhon moved 
rowarcs man, and in his Wiſdom he 
prepared a Way in the Light of his 
[:ite, by which man might come again 


L 


into the created ſtate of Uprighenets 


ind lnnocency ; and herein the Love 
of God ts univerla], and is not bound- 
ed nor ]:mitted, whereby he doth ap - 
peirto bea God gracious and rnerci- 
{ull unto ail mankind, who by tranſ- 
ereflion is alienated trom his loving 
kindnels 


-- - (599) mm | 
kindneſs and mercy in 8 Fight of | as 
bis Life within every man, that man | 
thereby might turn unto him, obey, | xc 
and believe in him, that fo by the } 
Light and Power of his own Life, he | þ 
might Redeem man out of all iniqui- | þ 
ty, tranſgrefſion, and fin, and reſtore 
him into innocency, ſimplicity, and | 
uprightneſs in his own Life, where his | » 
mercy and peace comes to be enjoyed | s 
according to the degrees of reſtitution. | | 

2, The Love and Mercy of God | i: 
being thus held forth in his own com- | n 
paſſion, and tendered in the day of | j; 
his Viſitation uato a!l mankind, ic doth | q 
thereby appear char God would not | ; 
have any to periſh, but would have | » 
them ruro tothe Light of his. Life,vihen | 
by its Teſtimony ir doth reprove them | © 
in their own Conſciences, that ſo upon | {; 
their obedience to the reproof, he | 
might convert them, and heal them, 
and reſtore them, -T | 

3. Man thus conſidered ia himſelf, 5 « 
as | 


| 
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2s wholly uncapable of recovering him- 


| ſelf, and reſtoring himſelf,” then he is 


to ceale in all things as to himſelf, and- 
wait ſingly upon God in the Light of 
his Life ro ſee his Salvation come from 
him aJone. | 
4. When thy mind is thus turned 
ro the Light of Chriſt Jeſus in thy 
own Conſcience, and that thou be. 
gin toyeild unto'it, and toobey its te- 
ſtimony,then in the Light a holy thing 
15 conceived, and by operation quick- 
ned and being conceived and quickned 
in the Life, ir breatheth and thirſteth 
after Life, and the Lifedoth nouriſh 
it by giving more Life untoit, and ſo 
prepares it for the day of 1ts bringing 
torth, which in fulneſs of time doth 
come topaſs;and this is the birth which 
is born-not of the fleſhgnor of blood, 
nor of the will of man, but of God, 
5, When thou art drawn towards 
God in the Light of his Lite, and art 
quickned by the Life to breath in ren- 
 __ dernefs 
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derneſs aftera larger meaſure of ics ſul- 
neſs, then do thou wait to be preſerved 
inthe preſent meaſure which thou haſt 
received; for if after thy mind be turn- 


ed tothe Light, and thou begin to be- | 
hold ſomething of the excellency and | 
glory of the Lite, and of the King- | 
dom, and to have {ome taſtes of it, | 
and then ſtart afide from the Light, | 


and begin to will and run our of it,and 
ro compals to thy ſelf the ſight and 
ſpeRacle which in the Light is ſhewed 
thee, thou wilt run into great dan- 
gerſuddenly ; for thar part which will 
run out of the Light,and compaſs and 
gather that which in the Light is feen, 
that part will enrich it ſelf, and cloathir 
{e!f with the work of its own hands,ind 
thou 1c certainly find, that in ſuch o- 


peninos there vill ariſe a raviſhmenr | 


«n+! a joy in thee, thou being come t9 
a tight of che glory of the Life in the 


Viiion or Prophefte,8 it thou give way | 
to that part which would be ſhunting | 


and 


(73) 
and running out of the lighr, to fetch. 
that in which in the lighe thou may 
bebold ,, and ſo conclude thou haſt 
attained it, and from thence fatisfie 
thy ſelf and create thy own peace in 
thy ſatisfation, thou firs down ſatisfi- 
ed in that which is polluted, though 
thou haſt had the openings of thar 
which in it ſelf is true. 

6 When thou ait come to the 0- 
penings in the Propheſie, and 1n the 
light beholds the glory of the king - 
dom, then in the light keep ſtaved, 
and wait to be guided by the draw- 
ings and leadings of it, that ſo by the 
lightthou mayſt be gathered into the 
life, and do not haſten in the froward 
part to catch 8 gather thar, to thy ſelt 
which 1s opened in Propheſhie, for that 
part which in the forwardneſs doth 
catch and gather what is opened and 
ſeen in the Prophefie, that part will 
work by imagination, and form a 
likeneſs ina talſe conception , and ſo 
F will 
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will advance and fer that up as if it 
were the true birth, and. thereby thy 
mind will be lifted up in the appre- 


henfion of thy attainment, and An- | 


tichriſt will reign over thee,” and de- 
ſtroy the holy thing which in Life is 
conceived and quickned , and dark- 
neſs, will ſet up it ſelf undera ſhew of 
an Angel of Light, and then thou wile 
loſe the ſence and teeling of the Life 
and irs drawings, and miſs the Birth 
of the Son whoſe glory thou haſt be- 
held in the Prophefie ; and where An- 
tichriſt thus ſers up himſelf by his de- 
ceivable working, he rules in Spiritu- 


al wickedneſs in high places, and they | 


that expect mercy and peace from 
God in ſuch a ſtate they deceive 
themſelves, for mercy i with him that 
he may be feared, but that which ex- 
alts above him doth not fear him, 
ſo cannot partake of his mercy, but 
muſt be taken away by his Judgment; 
and fo there is a difference made be- 
tween 


| 
| 
| 
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eween the precious and the vile, and 
the mercy reaches the precious, bur the 
vileis judged. 

7. When thy mind comes to be ex- 
erciſed towards God in che Light of 
his Life, and thou art made ſenſible 
that thy Soul wants true Peace, and 
chat thy breathing go to God in the 
pure earneſt, then wait in the Light to 
be preſerved in patience, and keep 
thy eye to the leadings of the Life, 
that darkneſs may not caſt thee down 
by accuſations; forif iecannot heigh= 
ten thee, it will labour co caſt rhee 
down, and will nor ceaſe to preſent 
unto thee thy own unworthine(s and 
weakneſs, and will beget queſtionings 
ia thee whether thou love God fer- 
vently, or whether God will accept 
thee, and ſo the oppoſing Spiric may 
caſt thee down 1n thy youogneſt, whilſt 
yer thou art not grown in ſtrength co 
rebuke thy Adverſary, and that will 
cauſe fears and doubtings to enter 
KF 2 thee, 
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thee, and grief,and ſorrow,and mnurn- | 


ing to come upon thee. 

8 When thou feels char thy mind 
is diſpoſed cowards God in the light 
of his life, then do thou ſtand ſti]l and 
be watchful, thar the light may keep 
thee in atrue (ence of thy own povyet- 
ty, andthe riches of Gods mercy, and 
to preſerve thee in a ſingle depen- 
dency upon God alone, and then he 
will appear for thy help when thou 
haſt need, and will ſuccour thee in thy 
travel , and ſtrengthen thee accord- 
ing to whar he requires of thee , and 
every ſtep thou ſerteth forward in 0- 
bedience to his movings , thou wilt 
feel his hand to lift thee up , and his 
arm to draw thee on, and what haſt 
thou to do for thy ſelf , but to wait 
upon God to renew thy ſtrength in 
thy reraval , that thou miy(t follow 
bim in his owa way, and not depart 
fiom his Counſel; and if thou abide 
in the drawings,of the Life,be will not 
| leave 
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(77) | 
leave thee behinde him, but will en- 
large thy heart to run the way of his 
commandments ; ſo thou thar art 
travelling in the way of\life, keep 
thy mind in the cool and. meek ſpirit 
of God, for in that 1s life, and there 
thou wiit diſcern when any paſſion 
riſeth, or any extream worketh, and 
when the lite moves by operation, 
and raiſes thee up in the power of ir 
ſelf, and makes thee freſh and living 
with its own virtue, then yield chy 
ſelt to be diſpoſed by irc, fo will no 
falſe heigth enſnare thee, nor any ac- 
cuſation entangle thee, bar the life 
will preſerve theeinir ſelf, and lead 
chee in the feeling of the love in which 
is the true temperance, that gives do- 
minion over all inordinate affection ; 
and here thou wilt come to under- 
ſtand rhariris God alone that work- 
eth all thy works for thee , and {> 
thou wilt bz brought to ceaſe form 
all thy own labour, and to watt upon 
F-2 God 
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God in a ſingle dependency, to feel | 


his movings, drawings and Ieadings, 
whereby thy way will be peace, and 
thy path pleaſantneſs, and the Lord 
thy God will give thee the Refreſh- 
ing Mercy in his own Love, by which 
thou wilt be comforted in thy travel, 
and be made ſtrong to perſevere un- 
ro the end, and then what thou baſt 


ſeen afar off thon wilt come to inhe- 


rit, and what thou haſt breathed at- 
ter thou wile come to enjoy, and fo 
thon wile know that the Lite which 
quickned thee, the ſame will ſatisfie 
thee inthe lot of thy Inheritance, for 
mercy and peace is unto thee who art 
ſubjeed co the Will of God ; and 
thys doth God 3lone bring to pls the 
counſel of his heart for his Seeds ſake ; 
therctore let all Fleſh be filenr, and 
keep in filence, for time is with the 
Lord, and his own time is the beſt 
time, who in time begins his work, in 
time proſpers it, and in time perfects 
it, 
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it, and ſoin time quickning, in time 
nouriſhing, and in time bringing forth 
the birth of his Life; and this can no 
man do for himſelf with all his own 
labor,therefore feel thong the Lord who 
art quickned by him, and caſt all thy 
care upon him, tor he careth tor thee, 
and in humility he will exalc thee, in 
wants be will ſupply thee,in poverty he 
will enrich thee, in nothingneſs he will 
fill chee,in diſtreſs he will comforc thce, 
and in us Love and Life he will give 
thee all things freely, and ſo in inno- 
cency,ſ{1mplicity and uprighrneſs 1n the 
Seed of God thou wilt walk with God 
in the Paradice of his Pleaſure. 

Now learn a Parable, the Vine 1s a 
tender Plant, and all extreams are con- 
trary to its nature ; therefore in Win- 
rer it neither bloſſoms nor bears Fruic, 
bur the ſeeds of its nature retires into its 
roof, and there preſerves ir felf in the 
extremity of cold, and violent .torm, 
but when the temperate Spring comes 
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the ſeed aſſendetb, and fills every 
branch with its vertue, whereby the 


branches ſhoot and ſpread abroad, | 
and the Grapes they maltiply and grow | 
in cluſters, and this comes to pals 1n | 
the Spring time, when the Suns tem- |} 
perate heat breaks forth, and the | 


Clouds moderate dew and ſhowers de- 
ſcend, even ſo is all born of God. So 
rhou art tender in the Life, wait for 
thy growth in the ſame, and when the 
Life movethby its own power, do not 
quenchir by reaſoning, for though ic 
work in its power, and may diſpoſe 
thee by its power, yet is the moderati- 
on, temperance, and pure wiſdom in ir, 
and all extreams of ; :fſionare ſubdued 
by It, and ſo thou fitting in Lite, 
thou {irs over all deadneſs, and alſo 
over all unrulinefs,and in the pure tem. 
perance of the Lite, thou feelſt Gods 
preſence, his vertue and goodneſs, by 
which thou art made freſh and green 
anc fruitfull, and in that ſtare the Lord 
_- bath 
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hath pleaſarein thee; ſo it is weighty 
matter to nnderſtand the true place of 
temperance., for it lies beyond the 
comprehenſion of the deepeſt reaſon in 


the Fall, and through Faith is found in 


the Life which reaſon-cannot compals, 
for where it will it bloweth, and when 
itwill it worketh, and by its working 
enliveneth, and ſo by its motion dif- 
poſeth che mind in the pure” rempe- 
rance of irs own nature and proper- 
ry , in which there is no contrarjety 
by any compoſition, and therefore the 
motionof the Life cannot be truly cal- 
Jed a paſſion or an extream, though it 
may diſpoſe thet-mind contrary, or be- 
yond what the wiſdom-below can fa- 
thom ur comprehend, 

So every Babe of Life,hold faſt that 
which in the Life thou haſt received, 
and what thou mayſt further ſee in che 
Prophefie unto which chou art not yet 


attained ; wait jn patience, and ler pa- 
tienee 
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tience haye its perfect work in thee, 
and the Life will draw thee and bring | 


chee into its ſelf in its own time, and 


What thou haſt nor yet ſeen, be not} 
| 
thou haſt received, and unto which | 


thou art attained , and ler nor thy | 
reaſon ſcarch into the ſecrets of God) | 


inquiſitive to know, bur live by Faith 
in the meaſure of the Lite which 


and being ſtedfaſt in the Faich anto 
God, and holding faſt that which chon 


haſt received in che Life, and in the | 


drawings of the Life keep thy way; 


that which thou haſt nor yet received, | 


God will give thee in his time, and 
what thou haſt not yet ſeen God will 


reveal it unto thee, and ſo by the | 
Life chou wilt be preſerved in the | 
feeling of the Life that is preſent | 


with thee, and in the vertue of it 
thou wilt grow from one degree to 
another, and ſo in due time come-to 
be perfe&t and entire therein, and in 
thy 
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thy place where thou are travelling in 
a meaſure of the Life, thou wilt feel 
perte& union with God, and with all | 
the Lambs and Babes born of God, 
in what degree ſoever they ſtand in 
the Life, and thou wilt alſo feel uni- 
on with every motion of the Lite, 
whether in Babes, Strong-men or 
Ancients, and the Life will conform 
thee unto what is praGiſed by its own 
motion, and ſo thou wile hold the true 
Form in unity as from the Life it is 
moved, obſerved, and praiſed, which 
being leſs or more ir is buc one in 
all, and doth perfealy agree in ir 
ſelf both in ground and pradtice ; 
and what is formed by the Life, and 
manifeſted from the Life, that.form 
is not without che Power of the Lite, 
but is filled with the glorious pre- 
ſence of the Love of God, and thar 
manlteſtarion is to be ſubmitted un- 


to 1n all humbleneſs of mind, as - 
che 
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the fight of God, and there every | 
Babe, Lamb, and Plant wlll receive | 
the Heavenly nouriſhment, and o | 
grow up ts living Members of a com- |} 


pleat Body in Chriſtche Head, 


In the Light of Chriſt is the riches 
of the Kingdom, and in the Lighr are | 


jt 
i 


all things miniſtred that 1s good for 


food; tor the Light gives the ſavor of | 
the: Life, and the Life is the Souls | 


nouriſhment, and this bread comes 


down from Heaven, and hath Life | 


in it, and they that ear it live by ir, 
and do not die : Therefore in the 


Light all are to enter into the Houſe | 


of the Lord, and wait at his Table, 
where Food is prepared, and the 
Cup filled, and in all humilicy co 
receive what the Father giveth, agd 
covet no more, and then you will fit 
as a Family 2t one Table, and dif. 
cern the Lords Body, and feed up- 
on it, and not be condemned , and 

here- 
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hereia God commends his Love un- 
ro you, in that he furniſheth his 
Table for you, and glves you to 
drink of the River of his Pleaſure 
freely z and this is the Cup of the 
New Teſtament in his Blood, which 
is his Life, and it doth not corrupc 
nor decay in it felf, but is alwayes 
new and freſh, and living ; and fo 
there is a time when the Life opens 
and miniſters, and there is a time 
ro receive it, and a time to retain it, 
and a time to feed upon it , and a 
time coencreaſe in it, and a time when 
ſome may be ſpared, and a time to 
deal it; and this is the Son of Wiſdom 
that abides in the Fathers Houſe, and 
is alwayes in his Preſence, and knows 
the Fathers time in giving , and ob- 
{erves rhe Fathers time in dilpoſing,and 
he neither carelefly hides his portion, 
nor prodigally ſpends it, bur in the Fa- 
thers counſel is crdered aright : —_— 
ore 


(86) 
fore every one know your own porti. 
on, and when ye meer together in one 
place, fit down at the Lords Table, eat 
bis Body, drink his Cup, for that is 
your portion, and always feel it new in 
the Kingdom, and do not give your 
own portion unto any, until you have 
enongh for your ſelves, and ſome to 
ſpare ; for when God commendeth his 
Love unto you, and that ye taſte how 
good he 1s, then fiak down into ir, that 
you may come:more into the fulneſs; 
and whargis"given receive it as your 
own portian,and feed upon it and grow 
in it , and run not from the. Table 
with a taſte, and prodigally ſpend ic; 
for ſo you may give your own Bread 
away which God commends unto you 
for your own uſe, and thereby loſe 
your portian, whilft the Children of 
the Kingdom fic ar the Table and feed 
together at the Table, earing the Bread 
of Lite, and drinking the Cup of Bcel- 
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(87) 
ſing, and ſo inherit their own portion, 
and increaſe in its and then the Cup 
overflows, and they can ſpare a little, 
and yet have enough for themſelves, 
and this 1s a fafe ſtare for every one to 
keepat the Table of the Lord. 


This « given forth from the deep love 
of God for his choſen, who breathe 
in bs Life to do his Will ; unto 
whom be ev erlaſting Peace. 


Notingham Coun- W.illam Smith. 
:y Goal, the 3d 
Moneth, 1663. 


THE END. 
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New Catechiſm, 


Wherein many Truths are plainly opened 
by way of Queſtion and Anſwer, which may 
be a help and furtherance unto all cend hearc- 
ed pcople, who are breathing after the Lord, 
and waits for Redemption and Salvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


ALSO, 


Something concerningthe Foundation 
and Principle of the poor afflicted people of 
God ( called Quakers )and of their Faith and 
Love cowards God, and their good W1ll unto 
Men, being alſo plainly demonliraced by way 
of Queſtion and Anſwer. 


Given forth-in the labout of Loye, and 
ptit co View for the Service of this pre 
ſent Generation, and alſo Generati- 
ons to come, 


William Smith. 
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There is alſo Re-printed a 


PRIMMER 


] 


Wherein is demonſtrated 
The New and Living W ay ; 


Hetd forth by way of Queſtion and eArſwer, 
2s from a Child's Enquiry after Truth, 
tro be informed by the Father, 


| H-re being divers parciculars Anſwerd,and plain- 
ly opened,that may be profitable both inchis 
preſent Age, and Ages to come | 


Publiſhed for the benefit of all ſorts of people, 
and may be very ſerviceable for every Family . and ofgreat 
uſe for young Children to learn in , ſoſoon as they can 
underſtand their Language , that they in the fear of God 
may be inftruted, and remember their Creator in the daycs 
of their Youth. | 
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| Other Foundations can no man lay than that 

| mwhich 5 laid, which 1s / ws Chriſt. 

Behold, I write unto you both Old axd Young , 
that you may know the Truth, and that the 
Truth may make you free. 


For which I Travel, enduring AfMiCtion for the 
Trachs fake, WILLIAM SMITH, 


| 

—_ 
{ The Primmer or Catechiſm may be had cither 
Bound together, or a part. 
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An Epiſtle to the Reader, 


Reader, 


Hog art to underfFand, that the natural 

#242 can neither ſee nor receive the things 

of the Spirit of God, for they are Spiruzally 
diſcerned , aud it 1s the Spiritual minde that 
is onely in 4 capacity to receive and underſtand 
thoſe things which by the Spirit is declared and 
made manifeſt , for the Spirit 1s the key by 
which divine truths are opened , and by th® 
intelligence of it they alſo come to be under” 
flood , and the teſtimony which hath beey 
publizhed and held forth unto the precions 
truth of God in theſe latter dayes, hath beey 
A 3 abun « 


abundantly ſpre:d abroad , by the Spirits , 
Power and demonftration , through the 


Faithfull and choſen witneſſes of the New | 
kirth, auto whom the Lord God everla$ting, | 


hath revealed his ſecrets , and open the my. 
fteries of bus glorious kingdome ; and hath 
grven unto them the tongue of the learned , 
and the power ard wiſdome of his heavenly 
life , whereby they are able to divide the 
word aright , aud to diſpence the Goſpel of 
everlaſting pe.ce , and they have faithfully 
ſerved the Lord in their generation , and 
haut” net bien negligent 10 run the way of 


his commandments, but earl j] and lite have | 


dabanred tn their holy calling whereunts the 
Lord hath called them in the work of tht 
Goſpel, and their teſtimony doth ſtand far 
God'this day , and is become a ſweet Savour 1n 


the htarts of many , and that glorious truth | 


which ſo plentifully hath been prured forth by 
the hly Spirit of God ; and ſs wonderfully 
& fpread abroad heath the teft imony of his 


Faithfull Servants, tt doth ftand and remaint | 


as @a [ure record which canxot be raced ont » 
And though ut might be ſuffic:ent to clear the 
Lords 


i. of w__r ———_— 


4 
| 


Lords. faithfull ferent on their own be-- 
half ,. as alſo to leave all people withoat ex- 


| cule ', who hitherto have ſhut their hearts 


againfF it, yet ſuch # Gods tender love , 
that he continues bus favours and goodneſs, 
and in the openings of himſelfe in the riches: 
of his mercy , he fills his children and ſer-: 
vants with an overflowing cup of his precie' 
ons virtue , which yet doth conſtrain them 
to make known the true and perfeft way of 
jeice , and to proclaime the word. of eternal 
life ante the Sons and Danghters of men , 
and though many have walked wnworthuly , 
and have requited the Lord unkindly , yet 
doth his compaſſion move to his own begot- 
ten that ſits in deſolate and ſolitary places, as 
4 babe without comfort , and in the vertue of 
bis ow life he heeps his teſtsmony freſh upon 
the hearts of his meſſengers ; andthey run in his 
power and are not weary, and walkes 1n his love 
and are not faint; but contiznes in ther race of 
Well doing though many faces have ever been 
ſet againit them : therefore whoſoever thou art 


 Fhat reads in this book, , conſider the end of its 


manifeſtation, for it 1s not publiched to be onely 


J 
ſeen- 


ſeen ard rrad', but to manife#t the trath as 16-3 \ 


dath lye ont of ſight to the carnal eye , and the 


vatter cannot be underſtnod by reading the. 
words oxely , but by taking heed to the meaſme. 


of Gods Spirit. in thee , for if. thow doe not 


read with' the. Spirit of Gul tn thee, thou can, 
gs wndarſtard the matteriin the words; thargh. 


theu may. read them over and over -;_ for 
whoſoever, would come tothe true knowledge 


of God W390 h. comero the meafare of his. 
Spears: themſelves, or otherwiſe they ma). 


read but. rexp.n0, profit" and fa the Scriptures 
bave.\, bees, read and heard , but the Spirit 
wat bezng. minded jun thiſe that read and 
h:ar,. there'is ROF 4n arderſt..nd ing of the mats 
ter of. whioh. the words teſt: fie 9 ard ſo rhe 
fork us. fealed thiagh. the words be - read 
end hexid, Omark thats) for there Is.not aus 
ther way td come ts the true knowledge of God, 
but thra4gh death to. that part which would 
tomprehend him , 2nd though a faithfull 
teſtirwny x24) be publiched by words and writ- 
gngs , Jet cans any thereby come _t0 


the 


a» Feſns , which thou art to weigh and ponder n' 
the fear of God , for the 'matter in this book, 


the knowledge of God , for: God 7:5 not ſo to- 


be comprehended , therefore it concernes every 
ous that comes: into the 'world to" minde the. 
light of «Chriſt, with which they are en- 
lightened , and to wait in it for the Revelae 
tion of God"; for there is none knowes the 
Father ' bat the Sor, and he to: whom the Sox 
reveales hinz, and whoſoever would compaſs 
the knowledge of God in any other way , or 
br *%ry other things , they can never come to 
atrye knowledge of him; for where the wil] 
ard defire is let at liberty ts the comprehend- 
ing of God and Chriſt, there the mmde 
overruns the' true light in which the feerets 
of God aye opened and revealed , and though 
words and\ writings may FAR 6 be 
true , yet none can profit by them , but as 
they joyn to that of God in' themſelves, for 
the ſecrets of Grd canuot be any otherwiſe 
hnows or attained, bit as there #8 4 patient 
waiting 1s that which opencth , by it to be 
gathered into the nature of that which ts openel, 
aud whoſoever increaſe hnowledge by any other 
way , it 3s the waile which ſpreads over thiir- 
bearts,and blindes their mindes for beholding!he 


Ape 


wiſe in what they k now 5 aud un ther k now« 
ledge ſatisfi: themſelves , and effteems them- 
ſelves to be the higheſ ; yet notwithſlanding 
they are as irangers unto the heavenly my. 
freries of the glorious Kingdome », for thongh 
the natural man may hear all words, and 
read all writings which from the life us de- 
ciared, yet is the myſtery hid froms his ey$, 
and by how much he ſearches in his own 
wiſdome to know , and ſtrwves with that part 
to comprehend the myſtery in the words de- 
clared ; by ſo much the more doth he thicken 


the waile upon his nnderflanding , and though. 


4 mz may fill h:mſelfe with ſuch a hwow- 
ledge, and by his curious ſearching gather and 
' rempaſs muchriches, yet it is no more but in- 
riching the falſe birth ; & exalting it with pride 
;n the apprehenſion of its riches ; and though ſuch 
4 man ptr(wade himſelf that he knows all things, 
Jet be Ry10Ws nothing as he ought to know 
neither is he any more but as ſounding Braſs, 
and atinkling C ymbal ; ; and there 1s no greater 
anger then to fall ;nto this Sea of Knowledg, 


pearapce Ta God 1n his light and life, and'. 
though ſuch as ſo gather knowledge may ſeem 


and 
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and to be tiſſed about with its. reſtleſs waves, for 

it is 4s poſible to number the Stars in the Firma- 
ment , as for a man that ſwims in the Sea of ' 
K nowledg to be at. reſt, So, Reader , this 
learn to wnderſiard, that the way of God 1s 
not as the way of man, and it is moſt cer- 
Fain, that he which ſechs riches by his 
own kwowledge, he runs in his own WAY , 
and the end of that way is death, but the way 
of God ts life and peace , and there is nou? 
can find it with all thutr ſeaching and com. 
prehending , but by quiet and patient waiting | 
whereby man comes to feel the light of Chriſt 
with which he is enlightezed , and ſo comes 
down into the humility , and into the po- 
verty , where the light ' ſtops his wauderings 
and Tunnings , and prevents him for walk- 
ing in his own way , and with the light he 
comes to ſee the danger that he 1s wn , 
and fo comes to Ftand fill in filexce - I 
which man being contented, aud waiting pati- 
ently upon Ged, the light will turn him from 
his own way, and the cunning devices of his 
own heart , and bring him into the new and 


living way , and there will become his leadey 
and 


and texther , and ſo lead bim in the croſs to 
Wt: his own VFull, Wiſdomge , and Reaſon , the 
Ul power of God which @ the eros of Chip, wil 
: ftrike over it , and creſsit, and' yoak, it down 2 


Croſs, where to his own wiſdome he will be- 
come a fool , ard to his ons riches he will 
become poor , and there dye the death to his 
= own life 5 aud then the babe riſcs rp. ts the 
powtr'', « and the ſcorets.of God s with ut 
aud that, is the great gain of podlineſs, when 
$249 1s drawen out of hinſelfe , and comes to 
Chrift tn' whoms 1s all the treaſures of wiſ- 
dome and trne knowledge , and in whom the 
falneſs of the God-head dwelleth bodily ; this 
is true translation out of the earthly ivto 
the heavenly , where, the babe knows the Fa- 
ther, and fits in the feeling of hispreſence with 
Joy, and there it is truly contented with what 
xt hath 4 and waits an, . patrence, to necerve 
hat it | hath not , and whether jt have more 
F- or leſs, it 45 contented » and, covers not 
W-- Beyond the fathers giving ; end here -15 
* 3mmortal food which ſatisfies the tmmertal ſoul, 
E- which wever cax be compaſſed or gained in man 
| 0919 


and ſo he will be hambled ts the death of the. 


vb YW 8 tw ©. 


own way , foto die 1s. the greateit \£427; \411d to 
become # fool , poor and nothing , ts 194 way ts 
be truly wiſe, rich, and poſſeſſe all things, and 
through this firait gate , and in this narrow 
way 1s perfett peace and reft far ever. 

eAnd now, Reader, be thou diligent 0 ule 
derftand what thou readeſt 3 and con/ider thy 
Preſent flate , that thou may not ſecure thy 
ſelfe in thy own way as if there was nodanger, 
aud tahe up thy reſt before thou bait paſſed 
throngh death 5 there is that in thee which 
would ſwvs its life , and will reaſon Fronge 
ly to' defend it , bat if thou love that life 
and ſock, ro ſave it , thou looſes life eternal. 
therefore bs conſiderate » the matter is weigh. 
ty, and do not deceive thy ſelfe through thy 
own belief, nor do not wrong thy ſelfe with 
a vain hope , as if all ſhould be well hereafs 
fer , but wait to wederſiand what the power |} 
of God harh done for thee, and wh:t thox haſt 
demied in pure love to God, for if thou ds yo; 
follow Chriſt in the daily Croſs, thou art nos - | 
hs Diſciple , and if not a Diſciple, then wir © 
as heir of God, nor a joynt heir with Chriſt of 1 
the heavenly inheritance , therefore pleaſe woe | 

thy 


thy ſelf with 145 own comprehenſions, as if 
thou had compaſied God and Chriſt with thy 
own wiſdome , but conſider whether thoy be 
Fepenerated and born again of incorraptible 
ſeed , and whether thou fit in the joy of Gods 
[atvation , and whether thou have thy portion 
in his Kingdome , this is weighty for thee 
go confider ; for if in» ſome meaſure this be 
not fulfilled mm thee and witneſſed by thee, 
-n deed ind in truth , thy latter end will 
be bitterneſs if thou continue 1n thine own 
way , and then thy fair ſ.yings will not help 
thee, wor thy wealth and riches comfort thee, 
when the Lord ſaies , D:part from me, 
7 herefore bow to the day of the Lord is 
thy Conſcience, that theu may feel Chriſt to 
conguer the reſtleſs part in thee , and to ſubjef? 
the worker of 1a1quity , and do not outiFand 
the tenders of Gods love unts thee, but when 
he calls do thou hearken, and when he reproves 
do thou obey , and wh:ta he commands do thog 
follow , and then, where ever he leads thee, þe 
will be with thee, andin all thy affiftions he 
will comfort thee , ard with his arm of powea 
he will ſupport thee z anl out of all thy 
«. troubles 


\ 


troubles he will deliver thee, and there thoy 
wilt know him and feel him beyond thy own 
wildome and reaſon, axd he will make thee run 
whes thy reaſon would flop thee , and will be 
prady to ſave thee when the enemy tempts thee, 
and ſo thou wilt know hima God at hand , if 
thau be faithfall to his eouncel, therefore fear 
before him, and ſubmit unto him, whileſt his 
love ts to thee , for he is God, and thereis not 
another, who can ſee him , and live ? who cap 
ſtand before him and xot be conſumed ? who can 
cat of the tree of life aud not die bythe flaming 
Sword ? eAll fleſh is graſs , and the height 
of all its glory muSt paſs away ; but who are 
bern of the ſced immortal , they ſhall proſper 
unto 4 fair ſtature in Chrift, and in him 
live for ever, So doe thoy minde the light 
and power of God in thy (onſcience , and 
read in meckneſs and fear , and the truth in 
thy inward parts will an{wer to the truth 
of what thoy readeSt . for trath is but one in 
all, and it anſwers to its own as face avſwers 
face mm a plaſs ; and if thoa with the trmth 
in thee , readeFF the teftimonie without thee, 
thon wilt feel aperfe# cloſing with the matter 
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 ##wnity,' for in the 'trith: therd 11 meither erroy 


thee, give God the praiſe anil plory, ard there 


wer deceit, but a 'plainy frmple; harmelcſs," up- 
right life in all godly fiacerity, inwhich' Fa 
Feeling thy heart. "diſpaſed; than\wrlt both read 
ant profit ; andif. ſo tt-come to.\paſs toncerning 


#% the labour of my love will have true reioncing, 
who: ſeeks the good and eo of 4 all men, aud 
the glory of God aloe. 
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A | Notingham County. 
Goal, 1664. 
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A New 


Queſt. OW doth God manifeſt himſelf 
 wnto man, fo as man may 
know him to be what he ts ? 

A»{w. By opening himſelf in his love, 
whereby his own light breaketh forrch 
from himſelf, in which he manifeſts him- 
ſelf unto man, to be what he is. | 

Q. What is that light. by Which Gol 


manifeſts himſelf unto man ? 


<4. That light is Chriſt, who is one | 


with God. 
Q, But is the light of Chrif, one with 


God in nature * 
A. Yes,for God is light, and the light 


1s one with his nature. 
Q. How doth Chriſt manifeſt the nature 


of God ? 
A. In bis light and life, in which he 
B | 
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' is the brightneſs of the Fathers glory,and 
the expres image of his perſon. 
Q. And where is ſuch a manifeſtation 
of God 0 be known ? 
A. It is to beknown within man. 
Q. Doth God manifeſt himſelf within 
<17847s © 
REZR A 'Yes, and man cannot know him 
by any © other way, but by the manife- 
ſation- of himſelf in his light within 


kim. 


ri Q, And. hath every man ſach 4 Uigit 
Liwſelf wnto him ? 

A. Yes, for every man that comes in- 
t0 che world is enlightned by Chriſt. 

Q. And is that the true light with which 
every man is enlightned-? > 

A. Yes, itis the true light, fori it is the 
light of Chrilt. 

. And is there not HEFTY Way to 

Come c0.rhe knoWleage of God, -but by that 
bight within > 

: 4. Nay,. thereis not, for Chriſt is the 
light, and Chriſt is the way, and all other 
Waycs 


ds 
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(3) 
wayes leads from God. 
Q. HoW may it be known that the licks 
doth come from God, and that God doth 
manifeſt himſelf in it? 
A. Becauſe the light is pure, boly,juſk 
and righteous , which is the nature of 


God, 

Q. But how may it be known in ſuch 4 
manifeſt ation of its purity ? 

A. By its checking, cony tncong, "hg 
reproving for ſinand every evil thought; 
word, and work, Which man in thefall 
hath a love unto, and pleaſure in. 

Q. But #« that Which checks and re= 
proves man in his conſcience for his fin, 
the rue light of Chriſt > 

A. Yes,for there is nothing elle within 
man that will check or reprove. him for 
ſlinand evil. 

Q. But may it not be 4 natural light 
Within man that hath ſuch reflexions up- 
on him for his ſin and evil, as to convince 
and reprove him for ut ? 

A. It is the natural light of Chriſt, 
but not of man in the fall, for there his 
B 2 Ra- 
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nature is corrnpted , and the powers of 
darkneſs hath dominion over him, and 
that is the nature from which all ſin and 
evil is committed, and that nature which 
commits fin, will never convince or re- 
prove for it; for if it was ſo, ir would 
be againſt it ſelf, and therefore it muſt 
needs be, that it is the light of Chrift 
which convinces and reproves for ſin, 
becauſe in him there is no ſin, and the 
fin is committed in another nature, and 
is againſt him, which with his lighthe 
reproveth, as being againſt him, and ſo 
itis a natural light from CF:iſt, which 
reprovesthe natural man in thc fall, 
, Bn hath man at any time known 

God as he is God, by that light which is 

Within him ? | 

A. Yes,for the Apoſtle ſaid, The light 

which ſhines in our hearts, giyes us the 

light ofthe knowledge of the glory of 
God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, and fo 

he hath been known, and is known, ac- 
cordingto the meaſure of light manifeſt 
in Chriſt within man, 


Q. And 


ry Ka 
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Q. And # there any thing in man that 1s of 
acourary nature to the light , which doth op. 
poſe it , and by which man % vailed from the 
knowledge of God? | | 

A. Yes, there is darkneſs in man, in 
which the ſeed of enmity lodgeth, which 
doth oppoſe the light, and yailes man 
from the knowledge of God, 

Q, How i darkneſs and l;ght in oppoſition 
one to the ether ? 

A. In their ſeveral workings, accord- 
ing to their natures ; for darkneſs leads 
to that which is evil, and the light leads 
to that which is good, and ſo they are in 
oppoſition one to the other, for when 
the darkneſs workcth unto ſin, the light 
reproves it, and when the light worketh 
unto good, the darkneſs oppoſes it in en- 
mity. 

& And doth the El:&ion and Reprob ation 
Rand is the Natnres or Seeds of light and 
dark neſs > 

A. Yes, it doth ſo, forthe ſeed of lighe 
is Chriſt, whom God hath eRAed and 
choſen before the foundation of the 

world, 


(6). 
world, and the ſeed of darkneſs is the 


Devil and enmity which is reprobated 
forever. | 


Q. And did Jacob aud Eſau fgmifie the na... 


ture of theſe ſeeds, in which the Eleftions aud 
Reprobitions SFtandeth ? 

A. Yes, they did ſo, for Jacob was 
of the true ſeed of Abraharn, the father 
of the faithful, nnto whom God ſealed 
his Covenant, and to his ſceas ſeed for c- 
ver; and Eſax 'vasof the ſced of Enmi- 
ty, and (o was out of Gods Covenant 
Reprobated. 

Q.: How did Jacob and Eſau ſt;xd in the 
fight of God whilſt they were in the womb, ſeeing 
that before thy were born, or had done ether 


good or evil, Jacob was loved of God, aud Eſau 
hated > 


A. They ſtood in their natures or 
ſeeds in which each was conceived, and 
though both in &ebehahs "j...” twins, 
yet the one was of fleſh, th&Wher of (pi. 
rit, and Z/a# being ofthe fleſh, he was 
out of GBds Covenant, and Jacob being 
the true ſeed, he was in Gods Covenant; 

| io 


ſo Jeceb was in the EleQiion and God 
loved him, but Z/as was in the reproba- 
tion and God hated him, and thus God' 
beheld them in the Womb .before they 
had done either good or evil, that his 
own purpoſe according to EleQion might 
ſtand. , 

Q. And hath theſe natures or ſeeds 
begn, in every man through all generati- 
ons ? BF 

«A. Yes, they havelo, for they ſigni- 
fied two natures or people, and ſo Nati. 
on hath been againſt Nation in man 
through all generations, in the natures of 
the two ſeeds. 

Q. What ts the ſtate and condition of 
people that remaine in the fall, and abides 
inthe tranſareſſion ? _ 

A. A ſtate of trouble and yexation of 
OPirit. | 

Q. What diſpenſations mu#it people paſs 
thorow 10 come unto peace and refs ing 
God ? | 

A. They muſtpaſs thorow the diſpen- 
lation of the Law and the Prophets, un- 
B 4 rg 
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| (8) 
to Chriſt the ſubſtance, in whom is reſt 
and peace eternal. | 

Q. What is the Law init ſelfe ? 

eA. It is holy, ſpirityal, juſt and good, 

Q. Is not thath which is holy, ſpiritual, 
juſt and good , a diſpenſation in Which 
peace and reſt is enjoyed ? 

ef. As it comes to be fulfilled by 


Chriſt it is, but the dilpenſation of it, 


as It is the Law, is nor, for the Law 
makes nothing perfe&, and there can be 
No true reſt and peace, but in that which 
is perfect and makes perfeQ. | 

QN. What then deth th: adminiFration 
of the Lay ſerve unto, if it make nothing 
perfect > 
* CM. Ir ſerves asa Schoolemalter to 
brirg uato Chriſt. 

Q. How ts it a School:maſier in its 
adminiſtration ? 

4. In correting and judging the 


FTranſgreſſour, and inſtruting and teach- 


ing in cighteouſncls , for the Law was 
added becaule of tranſgreſſion. 


 Q. 1 nat Chriſt manifeſt through the 


aiſpen- 


(9) 
diſpenſation of the Law and the Pro- 
hers ? 
A. According to that diſpenſation 
, | unto which they ſerve, he is ſo, but ir is 
| bur darkly as in a gla(s. | 
; Q. HoW muſt the Law and the Pro- 
phets be paſſed thorow to come unto Chriſt 
/ | Who fulfills them? 
, A. By obſerving the Statutes and Or- 
7 | dinances that is therein contained , 
> | whercby there is a going forward to the 
| | more full enjoyment of the perfection 
of Chriſt, who fulfills the Law and the 
| | Prophets, in the more glorious appear- 
ance of his own fulneſs and perfe& lite. 
Q. Isthe admin Qration of the La'w in 
force in this preſent age ? 
A. Yes, it is in force to take hold up- 
| on all tranſgreſſours, and it is Miniſtred 
| in juſtice againſt the tranſgref{our, which 
| erres from the Statutes and Ordinances + 
that is therein contained. LH 
Q. But are not people in this age under 
| 4 Goſpel adminiſtration, and are they tobe 
brought back again under the Lay ?: 
| A, They 


(10) 
A. They that have not paſſed thorough 
the adminiſtration of the Law in them- 


ſelves, they are not under a Goſpel ad- 


miniſtration, and therefore they cannot 
be brought back again , becauſe they 
never went forward, but they are to be 
brought into that which hitherto they 
have not known nor underſtood, for a 
Goſpel adminiſtration barely profeſſed 
will not doe people any good, andlo it 
is that many in this age looks over the 
Law as an adminiſtration below their 
profcffion, and that the Law was a more 
proper adminiſtration in ages paſt, and 


more particularly to the Jews, not un- | 


derſtanding that it hath its proper ad- 
miniftration in man, whileſt ſin and 
tranſgreſſion remaines in him, andſo it 
is. in as fullforce in this age, upon all 
tranſgreſſours-as cycr it hath been in ages 
paſt; for whoſoever in this age that 
doth offend in one point of it, they will 
be found guilty of all, andthe judge- 
ment Will take hold to the correQing 
of the guilty, ſor God will by no means 

clear 


| 


(11) 
clear the guilty. 

Q. And # the throne of judgement ſet 
up under the LaW io judge and condemne 
the tranſeriſſors of the Law ? 

A. Yes, it is ſo, that every man might 
fear the Lord God, whogives forth his 
Law 1n man to be kept and not to be 
broken. 

Q.: But zs it poſiible that man can keep 
the LaW in all things, and not offend ina= 
ny thing, or that he can pirforme the re- 
quiring of God in that diſpenſation as it is 
a Covenant of works. 

A. If there was not a poſlibility on 


| Trans partto keepit, then it would ſeem - 


hard that the Lord ſhould command it 
and require it, and for not keeping itto 
judge and condemne for it : and there 
was ſomein ages paſt, that walked be. 
fore the Lord with perfe hearts, and 
that under the adminiſtration of the 
Law, but the ſhortneſs of obſerving on 
mans part is the weakneſs and unprotit- 
ableneſs of the flcſh, ſo that he many 
times cannot doe the things that he 
| would, 


t\ ( 4 ) 
would, and thercin the firſt Covenant is 
found faulty > not in it ſelf, but in the 


- finful fleſh, and if it had not been fo 


concerning the obſerving of the firſt 
Covenant, there could not be place for 
the ſecond, and: therefore the works of 
the firſt Covenant doth not obtain life 
and ſalvation , but rhe free grace in the 
ſecond Covenant, that all people might 
dye to themſelves according to the fleſh, 
and live unto God according to the ſpi- 
rit, that ſolife and ſalvation may not be 
of works but by Grace, in the rich mer. 


cy of God through Jeſus Chriſt, who | 


in his full and glorious appearance in 
man is the end of the Law for righte- 
onſneſs, and brings life and immortality 
ro light by the Goſpel, and then there is 
no more ſervitude or bondage under the 
Law , becauſe of the weakneſs of the 
fleſh, but redemption wrought by the 
power of Chriſt trom under it, into a 
more perfe& ſtate of freedome and li- 


berty in his own life. 


2. Whatis ſtenified by the Propheſies ? 
A. The 


(13) 

A. The nearer appoaching or draw. 
ing nigh of Chriſt in his own fulneſs 
and perfe& life , that whereas he hath 
been ſeen bur darkly, as ina glaſs, under 
the Law, he may be ſeen with open face 
in the compleat beauty of his own glory 
in the Goſpel. 

Q, Of what ſervice are the Scriptures 
as they are given forth and recorded with- 


out ? 
A. Much every way unto thoſe that 


have received the ſame Spirit from 
which they were given forth, for unto ſuch 
they acc profitable » and makes wiſe un- 
to ſalyation, and areuntothem of ſervice 
for inſtruction, edification and comfort, 
the ſame Spirit in them recciving the 
Teſtimony of the Spirit as it is declared 
inthe Scripture, and thercis an agree- 
ment and union in the Spirit within, and 
alſo in the words without, 4nd ſo there 
is inſtru&ion, edification and comfort by 
the Scriptures unto all that arc ia the 
fame Spirit as gave them forth. 

9. But are they of no further ſervice 


*hen 


(14) 
then onely a Teſtimony of thoſe things 
Which was preſent in that time ? 

A. So much of them as was given 
forth by the holy men of God, through 
the inſpiration of the Almighty , they 
teſtifie of Chriſt, who was,andis,andis to 
come- and thar is onely their ſervice in 


their placc, that through the Teſtimony 


therein declared unto Chriſt, all people 
might come unto him, and have life. 
'Q. By What aoth Chriſt manifeſt his 
life, ſo as that it may be known 10 be his 
life ? 


the light is received by which it is ma- 
nifeſt, lois life-received in it. 

Q. 1s the light and the life diſtin 
Prenciples ? | © 

A. Nay, the light is Chriſt , and the 
life is Chriſt, and they are not diſtinQ 
Princip'es, bur heis known to be light 
in manifeſting, and lifein quickning. 

Q.W hat is the adminiftrationof Chriſt 
in the appearance of his own fulneſs and 


perfett life ? | 
A. An 


2. By his lighthe manifeſts it, and as 


al 
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A. An adminiſtration of love, grace, 
and mercy. 

Q. And doth he appear to (alvation in 
that adminiſtration of his love, grace and 
mercy ? 

4. Toas many as receives him in that 
appearance, he becomes their ſalvation, 
bur ſuch as reze&@t him, he is their con— 
demnation. 

. 1s not that adminiſtration nniver- 
ſalto ſalvation ? 

A. The manifeſtation of it is univer- 
ſal unto all, but unbelievers have no parr 
init, as an adminiſtration to ſalvation, 

Q. What is his adminiſtration inthat 
appearance of love, grace, and mercy, un- 
zo ſuch as reed him? 

A. An adminiſtration of Jadgment, 
to cut down and deſtroy the worker of 
iniquity, and the gain-ſaying and rebel. 
lious nature. 

Q. How doth he appear in love and 
judement, in one and the Jame admint- 
ſtration > 

A. He appears in love to the tender 
| breath- 
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breathings which ſimply thicſteth after 
him, andin judgement to the obſtinate 
and cebcllious natuce, that ſtands in op= 
poſition againſt him. 

Q. How © thu adminiſtration of the 
love, grace and mercy of Chriſt to be ats 
#atnead ? 

4. By his lightin the conſcience, for 
the light is manifeſt from his love and 
life, and guids up to his loveand life all 
that obey it in its manifeſtation, 


Q. How doth the light manifeſt it ſelf 


A. It manifeſts ir ſelf againſt all that 
in man, which alienates him from the 
life. 

Q. HoW is man alicnated from the life ? 

A. By the powcrof darkneſs which 
ruleth in him, and leads him captive. 

Q. What is ciptivity ? 

A. The bondage of the ſeed of God. 

Q. What is that which cauſes bondage 
and captivity upon the ſeed of God ? 

4. The ſeed of the evil doer, and 
the gencration of its unclean nature 

from 
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from Which.is produced all the hearts 

luſts with which the holy ſeed of God i is 
oppreſſed and burdened. 

Q. But doth the light of Chriſt in the 
Conſcience make manifeſt the ground of 
bondage? 

4. Yes. fort the groiind of bondageis 
darknefs, and the light makes darknclſs 
manifeſt, and appears againſt it, and alt 
the deeds of it. 

Q. What is the ſlate of man in bond- 

age? 
My A ſtate of grief , forrow , pain, 
anguiſh, tribulation , diſtreſs , ſighing, 
mourning, crying z complaining; hea=. 
vineſs and groat tag. 

Q. 15 that the ſtate of all people that 
are alienated from the life of Chriſt ? 

A. Yes, fot manin the fall andin the 
apoſtacy is under the power of darkneſs, 
and all the evil deeds of darkneſs genders 
together ina body, and that is the body 
of ſin and death that lies upon him, and 
the ſeed of God trayels in pain under it, 
and groans to bedelivered: | 
C Q, Bf 
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Q. But are not ſome people joyful whiiff 
they are alienated from the life of Chrift ? 
A. Theſeed of the evil doer may re- 
joyce overthe ſeed of God, but that joy 
is bondage,anditis a joy that muſt come 
into mourning,and cnd in forrow,andin 
the midit of that joy thece is ſometimes 
2a ſcnſe of trouble and pain. 
Q. What arethe deeds of darkneſs par- 
ticularly, that do eppreſs and burden the 
feed of God ? 


A. Fornication, uncleanneſs, laſcivi- 


Oulſnels, inordinate affefions, Eyil concu- 


piſcence,coverouſnels, drunkennels. pride, 
anger, malice, envy, witch-craft , hatred, 
yariance, ſtrifc, fooliſh jeſting, vain com. 
munication, vain thoughts, idle words, 
praying in the will of the fleſh, preach. 
ing in the wiſdom below, ſelf-righteoul. 
neſs, with all other things which are 
ated by the motion of the fleſh , which 
are all of a contrary nature to the pure 
and holy ſeed of God, and is the op. 


preſſion and burden of it. 


. .. Q. But hoW may ſuch people know When 


they 
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they live in ſuch things Which doth burden 
and 8 eppre the ſeed of God? 

A. By the light of Chriſt in the Con- 
ſcience, for the light doth make them 
manifeſt, and alſo reproves them. 

Q. And doth the light of Chriſt make 
ſuch diſcoverics in ihe conſcienccs of 


| people : D 


A. Yes, for their is nevera ſecret 
thought but the light ſhews it; if the 
heart intend any evil, it is ſeen inthe in- 
tention, and that which makes ſuch dil- 
coyeries is the light; for the light makes 
all things manifeſt (mark)all things, and 
if all things, then there is not any thing 
that is hid fromir ; and ſo people may 
know when there is an inclination or an 
mtention in their heazts to do any thing 
that they ſhould not do, they ſometimes 
are ſenſible that they ſhould not intend 
that which they do, and will ſay, They 
ſhould not have ſuch thoughts and in- 
tentions 4s is ſtirring in them, and ſo they 
ſeein ſecret what they incline unto, and 
many times are ſecretly convinced of the 

. evil 
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vil of their own intentions and inclinati- 
ons, and are ſtopped from doing thar 
which they have an intention todo; and 
that which thus ſecretly diſcovers, and 
ſecretly convincee,it is the light of Chriſt, 
and ſo the compaſhon of God manifeſts 
it ſelf in the light, and he reacheth to 
the oppreflor with rebuke, and to the op- 
preſſed in love and mercy. 

Q. What # the ground of the manifſe- 
[tation of the light by Which fuch di iſco Ve- 
ries are made ? 

A. Th: ground of its manifeſtation is 
the love of God, for he would not thar 
any ſhould periſh; and all people in the 
fall are in a periſhing ſtate, and thercfore 
hc maniteſts his light co convince and rc- 
prove the finner in his way , that he may 
turn from his way and live; and hereby 
he is manifeſt to be a God gracious and 
merciſul, in that he would nat the death 
. of a ſinner, but ſhews the ſin to the ſin- 
ner,and reproves him for it,that he might 
forſake it and find mercy. 

.2. But can man be freed from ſinne 

Thileſi 
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ef. Yes,if he love HR light which re- 

roves it, the light will tree him from ir; 

for inthe light there is no lin, and there- 
fore they that joyn to the light which 
reproves ſin, they with the light are guide | 
ed out of ſin, andſothey come from un- 
der Satanspower which is the ground of 
ſin, unto the power of God which rakes 
the ſin away , and thereby the Conſci- 
ence comes to be purged and cleanſed 
ſrom all iniquity and lin, and the righte= 
ouſneſs of Chriit comes to be revealed 
in anew life. | 

Q. But rs wot the grace of God free by 
Jeſus Chriſt, and hath nos Chrift accom. 
pliſh d the work of ſalvation by himſelf 
alone ? 

eA. The grace of Godis free by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and in his light it is freely mani- 
feſt, and therein it appears unto all, and 
brings ſalvation unto all that receives it, 
and fo it may be felt what Chriſt ac- 
compliſkes for ſalvation by himſelf a- 
lone, which will not fall to an unbeliey- 
C 3 cr 
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ers part, either as to what he hath done, 
or.is doing, in thoſe that believe in him. 

Q.But if there be a believing in Chrift 
for Salvation, doth not his Salvation be- 
long unto ſach without any thing done on 
their part. | 

A. Chriſt isthe Author of Faith, and 
there is. hone can truly believe uarill he 
give theme Faith in his power, and he 
doth not give Faith to any but ſuch as 
obeyes his light,and therefore ſuch as ap- 
Plies Salvation by Chriſt through their 
own beliefe of what he hath accompliſh. 
ed tor Salvation, they arc not in the Faith 
which faveth, but contrariwiſe are in the 
unbelicfe tohis light and power,in which 
he bringeth Salvation, by the reſurreQti- 
on of his lite. 

Q. How acoth the light Within man 
minifeſt it ſelf in order to Salvanos. 

. It maniteſts it felf againſt the 
darknes, and all the deeds of it, it finds 
ou: all wandring thoughts , and vaine 
imaginations, ſo that a man may ſec 
With thelight chat is within him , os 
tnc 
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the darkneſs tempts him, and when the 
luſs of the fleſh are moving to any evil, 
and thus doth the light within man mani- 
felt it ſelfe in order to Salvation. 

Q. And « the light an nniverſal ma- 
nifeftation unto all men ? 
A. Yes, And that without reſpe& of 


_ perſons. 


Q. Andi the love of God univerſally 
tendred unto all in ſuch a manifeſtation? 

A. Yes, For the light being manifeſt 
from the love, it tenders it (elfe in the 
manifeſtation. 

Q. And i the love reccived by all un- 
to Whows it  ſotenared ? 

A. Nay, for many rejea the light , 
and will not become ſubject to the re- 
proofe of it, and they that doe fo, they 
doenot receive the love which in that 
manifeſtation is tendred unto them, 

Q. But is there any thing that lyes on 
mans part in ordey to his ſalvation? 

A. Yes, he is toobey the light and 
follow it, and then the light will ceach 
him to deny himſelfe, andto take up the 
daily Croſs, C 4 A.And 


(24) , 

Q. And doth the light Work in order 

fo falvatiou if man obey it and follow it ? 
A. Yes, forhe that obeyes the light 
and follows it , he doth not abide in 

darkneſs, buyt comes to tne light otlite, 
Q. Hath man power in himſelf to tarn 

zo thelight, and to obey it, and follow tt ? 
A. Nay,of himſelf he can doe nothing 
that is good, nor turn from any thing 
that is evil, bur if he ſtand ſtill when the 
light reproves him, he there anſwers itin 
obedience , as not joyning with that 
which the light reproves him for, and ſo 
by giving diligence to the reproof, and 
ſtanding ;ſt:ll when reproof comes, he is 
'there in obedience to ir , and then the 
love which is rendred in that manifeſts. 
tion, 1t cafts:t ſelf about him, and with 
Its firenzth ic ſeparates him from the 
Gn, and .-begets a diſlike in him unto it, 
ſo that he begins to abhor the appear- 
ance of it, and then in the ſtrength of 
the lave, he turns from the powerof Sa- 
tan unto the power of God, where the 
light becomes his leader and teacher; A 
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the way of peace, ſo that Salvation is in 
the light alone and not by any thing 
which is done by man of himſelfe, yet 
the light requires man to ycild himlelfe 
unto ir, and yerlding him(clt unto ir , he 
an{wers the requiring of it in obedience, 
and ſo becomes a ſervant tg the light in 
all things, 

Q. What doth the light work when max ſs 
yeilds himelfe to ſerve u ? 

A, It then riſes in porver,and is feltto 
be powerfull ro the pulling down the 
ſtrong hold of ſin, and unrhroaning the 
powers of darkneſs, whereby the un- 
cleane corrupted nature comes to be 
crucified, and fleſhly luts condemned, 
and ſo the burdens, weights and loads 
are removed , under which man hath 
travelled and groaned. 

Q. But is the light ſufficient to ſave man 
from all in, and to preſent him holy aud blame- 
leſs before God ? 

A. Yes, itis ſo, and they that love ir 
knowes it to beſo, for the light is Chriſt, 
andall power in hcayen and earth is gi- 
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yen unto him, and there is nothing im- 
poſſible with him, nor too hard for him, 
if man do not rejet him and rebell a 
gin bim. 


Q. And doth the power in its riſing 


| work contrary 10 mans oWn will, wiſdome, 


and reaſon, 

A. Yes, for the power is the Croſs 
unto the will , wiſdome and reaſon of 
man, and in all things worketa as a croſs 
un'o that nature, and ſtops it, and chaines 
it, znd yoaks it down when it would be 
at liberty. 

Q, Andis that work of the power un 
to Sa/Vatton ? 

A. Yes, ifit be obeycd that the op. 
poſer do not quench ir, it puts a diffe. 
rence between the precious and the vile, 
and ſo riles as a hammer and knocks 
down the vile, and takes hold on it as a 
fire and burnes itap, and ſo man comes 

ioto the furnace where God is a conſu. 
ming fire. 

Q. But can any abide the day of his 


comming in ſuch a diſpenſation ? -F 
- | = Cf 
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A. Yes, ſomethere be that do abide 

it, who loves not their lives unto death, 

but truſts in the Lord though he kills 

them. 

ths And is Salvation Wrought through 

ſuch a diſpenſation of Chriſt ? 

A. Yes for he is terrible whileſt the 
wicked ſtand in his ſight , and reveales 
himſclfe in flaming fire to execute ven- 
geance upon the rebellious nature, for 
his appcarance unto Salvation is in ju 4g- 
mcat againſt all, and upon all, that would 
not that he ſhould reigne. 

Q. And doth Chriſt work this work in 
140 ? 

A. Yes, for ſin is within man, and 


| there muſt Chriſt work topurge his con- 


ſcience, if ever he be made clean. 

Q. Brut doe none know Chriſt to be Sal. 
vation but ſuch as feeles his work within 
them ? 

A. No, for it is to be underſtood , 
that whileſt man remaines in the fall, he 
is under the power of darkneſs, and 
cherefore the power of Ghrit muſt work 
within 


(28) | 


within him to ſubdue the power of dark- 


neſs that rulcth oyer him , and to ſave 
him from the temptations that the dark- 
neſs entangles him in, and ſo manis e. 
ver to ſtand in the pure fear of God, 
and to wait for the appearance of his 
pow-r, to deliyer him out of the ſnares 
in which he lyes entangled in the dark. 
n:1{s, and then he will feel the work of 
the power in him, tocalt out the ſtrong 
man wiich hath kept the houſe, and the 
power will keep man in the awe that he 
darc not fin, for who have felt the judg- 
ment of the Lord for ſin, they ſtand in 
the pure fear , leaſt at any time thcir 
fect ſhould ſlip into ſin, and this is t:ue 
love to God, when fin is cenyed, with 
which his Spirit is greived, 

Q. «And doth the power work, effeftnal. 
ly to Salvation as man jeilds himſelfe wats 
it, and denyes that which it doth reprove him 


for ? 


4. Yes, it works effcQually unto Sal. | 


vation , by deſtroying death, and him 
that hath the power of it, which is the 
devill 


an 
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devill, and ſo by the work of che power, 
the old man is crucified, & the old works, 
words, and thoughts, they all dye, and 
fin is condemned in the fleſh, and the 
fleſh is brongbt unto ſubj<Qion & ſilence 
through death, and this man muſt know 
wrought in him by the power of God, if 
ever he come ro eternal lite , for no un- 
clean thing that muſt center into the 
Kingdome of God, and therefore it muſt 
be denyed and put off before the King- 
dome can be obtained. 

Q. But mutt man paſs through death , 
and rile again whitleſt he 1s 1 the body ? 

A. Yes, For excepthe be regenerated 
and born again, he cannot enter into the 
kingdome of God; aud therefore he muft 
dye to the firſt Adams ficlh, and be 
quickned and raiſed again in the ſecond 
Adams ſpirit, and ſo in the reſurrection 
and life enter the Kingdome as a little 
child. 

Q. Ard doth the work of the power bring 


death npox the firſt Adam throughout? 
a -- 
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A. Yes,for no part orproperty of the 
firſt Adam thac muſt live before God, 
and as the ſecond Adam riſes in power, 
the firſt Ade is put to death ; and (ſo 
the quickning ſpirit of the ſecond Adam 
gocs over the fintul fleſh of the firſt A. 
dams, and there is the re(urreion of the 
ſeed, and the tranflation of man into its 
nature, where he reccives a new body, 
and a new life, in which body and life 
he bears the image of the heavenly; and 
then hc is blameleſs in Body, Soul, and 
oPirit. 

Q. And ts that the way by which man 
muſt come 16 inherit life crernal ? 

A. Yes, for lifc eternalis onely in the 
Son, and man in his own life is alienated 
from it, and thercfore he muſt dye to 
his own life, befote he can inherit eternal 
life in the Son. 


Q- And is there none that pleaſes God 


but Who ave thus regenerated and born 4- 
gain ? | 
4A. None in the fleſh can pleaſe God, 
and therefore man is te wait in the pow: 
er 
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| ly before God, and hath no will, 
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et for a new birth, which is not afer the. 
fleſh, bur after the ſpirit, which birch 
of the ſpirit is the Fathers beloved Son, 
in whom he is well pleaſed. E 

2. How dvth the pever diſpoſe man is: 
the death ? : 

A. Ir diſpoſes him in ftilneſs, keep- 
ing all fleſhly motions in ſilence, fo as a 
little child he lyes nakedly and innocent- 
nor 
wiſdom, nor reaſon left in him, bu all 
baptized down into the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, where they are diſſolved into no- 
thingneſs, andthere the power kills him 
and gives him life again ; and ſo man 
layes down his own life , and takes up 
life in Chriſt, in which life he comes ro 
be raiſed in the reſurrection of Chriſt j - 
and hear is the paſſing from death to 
life, where man puts on Chriſt, and is 
madea new creature, and ina new life 
he then ſerves God, and pleaſeth God, 
for his thoughts, words and works are 
all changed, and with a new tongue he 
then ſings the new ſongs, and giyesglo- 
Ty 
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ry, and honour and praiſe, and thanks 
unto him that fits upon the throne, who 
lives for cver, and ever, and this is in 
ſubſtance the whole matter. 

+ Q, But doth wot the birth of the (eed 
mees with much oppoſition in its reſur- 
recpzon ? | 

eA. Yes, whileſt it is inthe trayaile it 
is ſtrongly oppolcd by a contrary nature, 
and many dangers that lygs near on eyery 
hand, uzgtill death have paſſed upon all, 
as is ſajd. before, but when the power 
hath crucified the firſt Adam through- 
our, and that the feed be raiſed into the 
glorious liberty of its own life , then the 
ſecd reigneth, and hath dominion and 
government over all oppolttions , tri- 
Umpdbing in victory. 

Q. But how is oppoſnions removed, 
and dangers eſcaped in the travaile 2? 

A. By Faith inthe power, and watch- 
ing to be kept cloſe to the Icadings of it, 
and ſo the power will remoye oppoſiti- 
ons, and defend from dangers, for the 
watch being kept to it, and the Faith 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding ſtedfaſt in it , the enemy hath 
no Power to prevaile though he may 
tempt , for the living power is as a 
wall on the right hand and on the left, 
to preſetve from dangers, and it goes be- 
fore as 4 conquerour to remove oppoſtti- 
ons, and comes behind as a ſafe guard 
to keep off the Enemy, for ſmiting the 
hindmoſt part of the Campe , and thus 
Chriſt by his power is all in all eyery 
way to the travailing Babe , that cannor 
reſt in any place below the freedome of 
his own life, and therefore let none enter 
into unbeliefe, as if oppolitions could 


never be removed, nor dangers clearly 


eſcaped , for he that quickneth and gi- 
veth life to breath after him, heis mighty 
in his power, and he doth afluredly ſave 
to the utmoſt the birth of his own beget- 
ting , Which abides in the ſimple tender 
breathings to poſſeſs moore of his life. 

Q. Bu? may there not be captivity af 
ter the power be received, and that ſome- 
thing be quickned by the power Zo breath 


after God ?. - ati 


| (45) 
ry, and honour and praiſe, and thanks 
unto him that fits upon the throne, who 
lives for ever, and ever, and this is in 
ſubſtance the whole matter. 
+ Q. But doth wot the birth of the (eed 

mees with much oppoſition in ts reſur- 
rect;on ? | | 

eA. Yes, While(t it is inthe trayaile it 
is ſtrongly oppolcd by a coatrary nature, 
and many dangers that lygs near on every 
hand, untill death haye paſſed upon all, 
as is ſajd. before, but when the power 
hath crucified the firſt Adam through- 
our, and that the ſeed be raiſed into the 
glorious liberty of its own life , then the 
ſecd reigneth, and hath dominion and 
government over all oppolttions , tri- 
.Umpdbing in victory. 

Q. But how is oppeſnions removed, 
and dangers eſcaped in the travaile ? 
_ 4. By Faith inthe power, and watch- 
ing to be kept cloſe to the lcadings of it, 
and ſo the power will remoye oppoſiti- 
ons, and defend from dangers, for the 
watch being kept to it, and the Faith 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding ſtedfaſt in it , the enemy hath 


no power to prevaile though he may 
tempt , for the living power is as a 
wall on the right hand and on the left, 
to preſetve from dangers, and it goes be- 
fore as a conquerour to remove oppoſtti- 
ons, and comes behind as a ſafe guard 
to keep off the Enemy, for {miting the 
hindmoſt part of the Campe , and thus 
Chriſt by his power is all in all every 
way to the trayailing Babe , that cannor 
reſt in any place below the freedome of 
his own life, and therefore let none enter 
into unbeliefe, as if oppoſitions could 


never be removed, nor dangers clearly 
eſcaped , for he that quickneta and gi- 


veth life to breath after him, heis mighty 
in his power, and he doth afluredly faye 
to the utmoſt the birth of his own beget- 
ting , Which abides in the ſimple tender 
breachings to poſſeſs mire of his lite. 

Q. Bu? may there not be capttvity af- 
ter the power be received, and that ſome- 
thing be quickned by the power to breath 
after God ? Fe 00 
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. That preſent ſtate is captivity,for 
that which by the power is quickned 
to breath after God , jt is then in capti- 
vity, and breathes in the power to be 
delivered out of captivity , and as the 
power is received , and Faith kept in it, 
the power works in order to deliyer- 
ance, 

Q. But may there not be captivity after 
there be deliverance in ſome meaſure 
Wrought by the power ? 

A, Yes, there may beſo, for if the 
minde crre from the power , and unbe- 
liefe enter , there may be captivity a- 
gain in thoſe very places out of which 
the power hath wrought deliverance, 
and ſo many may come to taſte of the 
good wordot God, and the powers of 
the world to come, and yet may goc 
back-again, and here captivity comes 
upon, many who have had a long tra- 


waile out of Egypt, and have (cen great 


and wonderfull things wrought by the 


gower. 


© Q. Bul is not the power ſufficient to 


preſerve 


(35) 
preſerve from going 4 ſtray , and return= 
ing again into ſuch aftate , as 10 come an- 
10 eaptivity after it have wrought delive- 
rance ? 

A. The power isas ſufficient to-pre- 
ſerve as to deliver, and is not at all weak- 
ctin the one thenin the other, but where 
ſuch a ſtate comes to paſs, there is not 
Faithſulneſs ro the power, but tempta- 
tions enters and prevailes, and ſo the 
minde goes from the power into the 
temptations, whereby there is a way 0- 
pened for the. darkneſs to riſe again , 
which in the day of tenderneſs and 
fairbſulneſs to the power , was kept in 
ſubjetion under the yoak. | 

Q. And doth the power follow after 
ſuch again , after they erre fromit, and 
dee not abide faithfull in it , to recover 
them and deliver them out of their capii- 
vity ? | 
A. Yes, for the Lord waites to be 
gracious , and though there may be a 
backſliding, yet he doth not ſhut up his 
compaſſion, but condiſcends in bowels of 
D 2 teader- 
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tenderneſs to follow the wandeting 
ſheep which is gone aſtray, andby the 
word of his power he calls yo return and 
if there be a yeiiding to the word of 
power, and a joyning to it again, the 
Lord heales the back{lidings,and loves as 
freely as ever hedid, and ſo he brings 
the erring ſheep again into the Fold, 
and gives it paſltare amongſt his Flock, 
2nd here he ſhewes his goodneſs in the 
Riches of his merey. 

'Q. Ard dvth the priver preſerve and 
kerp all ſafe ins their travaile that abide 
in it Faithfully > 

4. Yes; for they that abide in the 
power, and are guided by the power, 
they do not crre, but by rhe power are 
kepr through faith anto Salvation, and all 
the babes tharlive in the power, they re- 
ccive ſtrength inthe power, &d0not faint, 

Q. What arethe dangers that may te 
fall while#t the ſeed is in travaile > 
A. There be very many which the 
light difcovers diftinaly , yet I ſhall 
name a few ofthem, | 

. ; A "'W To 
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1. To glory in the fleſh, with that 
which is manifeſt from God in the day 
af tenderneſs. 

2, to gather the manifeſtation of 
truth into the wiſdome below , and to 
enrigh the falſe birth. 

3. To center in tbe forme or practice 
of truth, as .it ſtands in appearance one- 
ly. 

4. To lye down at caſe after ſome-_ 
thing of truth be received. 

5, To live upon the knowledgeof 
what is ſecn a far off. 

6. To enter into unbeleife, in time of 
trjal and afflictions. 

'. 7, To runout of the preſent meaſure 
oftruth, and to hunt afrer the knowledge 
of it through the comprehenſion. 

$. Tofecd upon any thing that flowes 
not from the immediate openings, and 
ſpringings of the life. | 

9. Todraw any concluſion of fecuri- 
ty , andto lIyedowninit as ina place of 
reſt. 

Theſe with many more , which with 
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the light may be (cen, are all great dan- 
gers in the travaile, and temptations lycs 
very near in them, which being joyncd 
unto, brings the feed into Captivity, after 
there may be dcliverance out of E- 
8) Pt. . 

Q. How may ſuch dangers be eſcaped, 
and a ſife way Walked in, through the 
$r agatle ? 

A. By keeping inthe cverlaſting po. 
wer, and living by Faith in it, for the 
power is the croſs unto mans own will, 
and flops Nezmrods hunting nature , and 
chains under all the urruly affeQions, and 
ſo the minde abiding in the power, all 
dangers are cſcaped, and the innocent 
babe is ſafely preſerved our of the nands 
of all its enemies. 
| Q. What are the places particularly 
where the pontr becomes ſuch a defence 
as to preferve the birth ſafe in its tra- 
patle ? 

- A. I. Tine loweneſs and humbleneſs 
of minde. 

2. Thepoverty and nakedneſs. 

Ns 3. The 


(39) 

3. The nothingnels and emptineſs. 

4. Theſimplicity and innocency. 

5. The integrity and ſincerity. 

6. The faith and patience. 

7. The meaſure of the powcr recei- 
ved. 

Theſe places with many more, which 
with the light may be underſtood, are 
places where tic power overlhaddowes 
the birth, and isa ſure defence unto it, 
whereby it is preſer ved out of all dangers 
whilelt ir is in the travaile. 

Q. But. when there ts a clear ſight 
through ſome opening of the life, may there 
not ſafely be a reaching toit, and a com- 
paſſing of ut into poſſeſſion ? 

4. Ohno, take heed in that place, 
for if there be a reaching forth to eom- 
paſs that which may clearly be ſeen 
through ſome opening of the life, that 
which openeth will preſently ſhut up by 
drawing it ſelfe into its own perte& na-. 
ture and fullneſs, and then the enemy 
ſuddenly preſenteth a transformed ap- 


pearance in the likeneſs of that which Jiſ 
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was truly opened, and the reaching part 
beingatl.becty , it catches at the enemies 
preſentation as if ir was the ſame thing 
which was ſeen in the openings of the 
life, and fo laies hold upon it with anca- 
ger deſire and compaſſeth the falſe 
hkenefs into poſſcflion, but miſles of the 
trac ſubſtance, for when there is ſuch a 
pure opening in the life, and that there 
be a c{car ſigh: , that ir is the ſpring or 
fountain which the innocent thirſterh 
after, then therc is to bea ſilence inthe 
fear, thatſo , thar which openeth may 
compals that which rriritech, and bring 
it intO a larger poſlceſlion of its own tul- 
neſs, and ſqitis the life which opencth, 
which muſt gather. and compals that 
which thirſtetn into its own opening, 
and thatis atrue and everlaſting poſleſ- 
fion of endleſs riches, which none can 
compaſs tottemſelves,though there may 
he a clear ſight in ſome openings, for the 
lite is jealous of its own glory, and will 
not giyeittoanother, and fo ſhuts up it 
felte again when there is a reacting to 
£ c Ompals 
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compalsit through any opening. | 

Q. But doth not ſome ſtreams flow z0- 
the thirſty in ſuch an opening of the life, 
by Which it ts refreſhed and comforted ? 

A. It there be ſilence in the fear, the 
thirſty receives conſolation and fatisfa- 
Aion through that which is meaſured 
forth from the fulneſs in the opening, 
and (o the fireams of virtue doth reach 
untOit ; And there is not to be a reach- 
ing forth to compaſs the fountain, & here 
ſtrength is renewed through the renew- 
ings of the mercy. 

Q. 1s not that which is taſted and felt 
zo Conſolation and refreſhing at one tame, 
good for the ſame uſe and ſervice at 4no- 
ther time ? 

A. As it comes freſh from the ſpring, 
and fothe ſame itis; but if the ſame as 
it hath been once taſted and felt, then it 
is not , for che babe mult have the breſt 
and the freſh milk from it again for con- 
ſolation and refreſhing , when ever it 
ands in need, for that which once hath 
been taſted, and felt, and digeſted , is 
never 
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never good for nouriſhment any more, 
and therefore the babc is ever to de. 
pend upon the fountain of its oatural ge. 
neration , and in ſilence and tear waiting, 
all things good for food Will be given nn- 
ro it from timeto time, according to its 
necd, and ſo the new birth lives by new 
food, Which is never corrupted, burtin 
the fountain is preſerved {(Weet and {a- 
voury , the feeling of which as it is mi- 
niſtred in the freſh openings of the life, 
is pure conſolation andrefreſhing. 

Q. And writ and peace attained in 
the conſolation and refreshing through ſuch 
4 miniſtration ? | 

eA. Yes, the babe hath reſt and peace 
init, for being conſolated and refreſhed 
through the miniſtration , it lyes down 
in reſt and peace, and ſo through nouriſh. 
ment and re{t, it grows up into a more 
perfett ſtature of the meaſure of Chriſts 
fulneſs, and becomes ſtrong in the Lord. 

Q. How is the birth diſpoſed when it 
comes into ſuch aſtature of the meaſure 


of Chrifts fulneſs 


A, It 
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4. It is diſpoſed in love, mercy, gen- 
rleneſs, meeknels, peace, juſtice, equity, 
uprightneſs, ſincerity, innocency , and 
ſimplicity, in which it bears the heaven- 
ly Image of Chriſt in his owa perfe@ na- 
ture, and in his heavenly wifdome is in 
all things diſpoſed rowards God and 
Men. 

Q. And doth the prure Religion conſis? 
in the manifeſtation of ſuch virtues and 
graces ? , 

A. The pure Religion conſiſts in the 
power and wifdome of God , and ſuch 
virtues and graccs are manifeſt: from the 
pureReligion, and arc the effeQs of ir, 
and ſo ſpreads abroad as natural branch- 
es of the life. 

Q. And doth all things become new 
in man after he be ſo changed through re- 
generation ? 

A. Yes, fot when all the old is dead 


| 2nd buried by the reſurreQion of the 


ſeed , then all things becomes new in 
man, for the new birth hath new thoughts 
words, and works, and a new tongue, 
Q. And 


(44) 
Q. «And hath not the new birth any a 
greement with the old in any place ? i 
A. Nay, that is not poſhble, for they pr 
are contrary one tothe other in all things, | ; 
and there is no agreement between them | ,, 
in any thing, th 
Q. But do thoſe rhings Which ave in a» | , 
pearance manifeſt the natures of the wo pl 
ſeeds ? F 
| A. Yes, for as they are contrary in 
nature, ſo they are contrary in manife- | ,, 
— WÞ, 
And doth the nature of the evil 

fied produce a manifeſtation according to | th 
ts nature? na 
A. Yes, forevery manifeſtation hath | ,.. 

a conception before it be manifeſted, | 1;, 
and the evil ſeed being in government , 
it ſends forth a manifeſtation according | ,f 
to its nature , and fo the tree may be , þ,, 


known by its fruit. | Bf 
W hat is the manife ation that 
from Ihe evil ſeed ave produced > « 


A. They are generally included in | py 


tnofe thiggs which are by people un- 
rege- 
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regenerated obſerved, who are called 
the world, or worldly people, and ſothe 
pride of life is not of the Father, but of 
the world, that is a manifeſtation of rhe 
nature of the evil ſeed which ruleth+ in 
the world ; and fo it is concerning alt 
other things which are obſerved by peo- 
ple nnregencrated , who are not- of the 
Father, bur of the world. 

Q. And cannot thoſe that are boin of 


* | the ſeed of God, joyn with thoſe things 


Which by the world are obſerved > 

A. Nay, there is an impoſſibility lyes 
there alfo, for they are born of another 
nature, and there is no agreement in con- 
traryes , either in nature or manifeſta- 
tion. | 
Q. And doth not the World, or the b.11h 
of the flesh , delſpoſe and hate the birth 
born of God , becauſe it cannot anſwer 
What is obſerved in that nature ? | 

A. Yes, and alſo perſecutes ir , and 
that is the ground of All enyy, ſtrife, and 
perſecution outward, becauſe the birth 
born of God , delights ro do the will of {i 

Liang God |} 
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God and the will of God being contra- 
ry tothe will of man, the birth born of 
the willof-man ; hates the birth born of 
God, and perſecutes ir. 

Q- And doth the birth born of God 
endure perſecution without reſiſting or re- 
Veng ing ? 

A. Yes forit ſyffers in the will of 
God, and fo lyes down in the patience 
and quietnefs, in which it hath true con- 
tentment and peace, through all things 
that comes to pals by ourward tryals 
and' atflictions. 

Q. Thenzs it not thebinth of the fleſh 
that flrives and perſ cuies about Rets- 

ton ? 

A. Yes, forthe nature of it isenvy , 
and where it is not bywed 'unto, then 
it perſecutes , and ſpoi'es, and dcſtroys 
In its envious nature, and ſo revenges it 
ſelf in cruelty upon iuch as cannot walk 
in its way. 

Q, And doth not God Wonderſully ap. 
pear With his own birthin a ſtatc of out- 

Ward irya's and ſufferings - 
| A, Yes 
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A. Yes, more wonderfully then can 
be expreſſed:in words. 

Q. HoW doth he appear With it in ach 
a ſtate ? 

A. In his endleſs, love, mercy, and 
goodneſs, through which his bowels of 
compaſſion breaketh-in renderneſs unto 
his afflited children, whereby they re- 
ceive ſtrength in him to ſtand in every. 
tryal that comes upon them for their 
faithfulneſs unto him. 

Q. And do all born of God pur their 
iruſt in him alone? 

A. Yes, for they have not another to 
trat in beſides him, therefore they 
wholly caſt their care. upon him in all 
conditions , and he- forſakes. them not 
in their  adverfity, but ſtrengthens their 
faith, and keeps them in patience toen- 
dure unto the end. 

Q. And What doth outward effliffions 
Work for ſuch as are exerciſedin thim? 

A. They work for much good cvery 
way, for thereby man comes to ſee his 
own nothingneſs and emptyneſs, and is 
brought 
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brought - into kumbleneſs of minde to 
wait upon God, for the renewing of his 
ſrength.in the preſent exercile , that he 
may not be weary nor faintin it. 

: Q, Then 7s it net good 10 be exetciſed 
#1 0urWard affi:tions ? 

A.- Man-is not: to. make choice of any 
thing, - but to ſtand inthe will of God; 
andif for the exercile of his Conſcience 


towards God, affiiaions do betide him, 


thenhe will feel it. work for mucn good; 
dutthe- choiceof irin his own will doth 
no: bring any comfort, 

Q. '1s there any chufes outward ſaff.e 
tings tn ther own will > 

A. ' There: may that come! to paſſe 
through. the wilt as may cauſe outward 
ſufferings,” bur it cavnot be truly faid ta: 
tne will. chutes the 1iifferings, but may 
act or practice ſuch things a5 may caulc 
outward (ufferiags robe inflicted, 

Q. 'Jow may it 'be known When a man 
ſuffers tx the will of God, and when he 
ſuffers for any thivig done in his ownt 
ill? | 

A, It 
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A. It may be known by the motion of 
Gods powerin him, for by the power 
the underſtanding is informed into the 
truth, asalſo, what is not of the truth, 
and ſo the power conſtraines a nan that 
is joyned unto it, to bear witneſs unto 
the truth, and againſt that which is out 
of the truth; and whoever comes into 
outward ſufferings for the exerciſe of 
their Conſcience, in this teſtimony they 
ſuffer in the will of God, but ſuch as 
barely from the Scriptures concludes 
ſomething to themſelves , either to be 
truth, ornotthe truth, and o puts theic 
own concluſions into praCtice, and then 
fortheir own conclulions comes to ſuf. 
fer, it cannot be truly faid of ſuch, That 
they ſuffer in the will of God, or that 
they chuſe ſufferings in their own wills, 
but in their wills have concluded ſfome- 
thing to themſelves, and have choſen 
their own concluſions, which in practice 
differs from the praQtice eſtabliſhed by 
Nations Laws, for which cauſe there 
are ſome that comes into outward ſuf- 
E fetings, 
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ferings , but more in that place which 


chuſes liberty rather. 

Q. But may not a man in Wiſdome ſo 
order himſelf as to eſcape all outward ſuf- 
ferings,concerning.the exerciſe of his Con- 
ſcience, by conforming to the requirings 
ef the preſent times , and yet keep a good 
conſcience towards God ? 


4. Man in his own wiſdom may fo 


order himſelf, as to eſcape all outward 
{jufferings in that place by conforming, 
but this is to be underſtood , that ſuch a 
man doth not ſtand in the will of God, 
neither in ſo doing can he ſtand with a 
g00d Conſcience rowards God; for,he 
that conforms to any practice which 
man obſerveth , being convinced that 
ſuch a practice is not according to tne 
mind 21d will of God, and ſo would e- 
ſcape outward ſufferings by conforming, 
and doth not ſtand in the power of God, 
Et robear a teſtimony for God, that man 
{. isnotborn of the ſeed of God. 

Q. 11 what doth the uſtimonie of God 


and? 
/ . A. Ik 
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A. It ſtands in the ſeed , which hath 
the mind of God, and delights to do the 
will of God. | 
Q. And do all, born of the ſeed, bea 
forth a teſtimony for God ? 3 
A. Yes, they havea teſtimony in che 
ſeed, and ſuch ſtands in the power » ad 
bear witneſs unto the truth, and are not 
aſhamed of their teſtimony. | 
Q. W hat do ſuch bear 1eftimonie unto? 
A. Tothe truth as it is in Jeſus, hold- 
ing forth his life, power, wiſdom,righte- 
ouſneſs, holineſs, meekneſs, and pati- 
ence; with all the graces and virtues of 
his pure life. 
. And what do they zeſtifie again# ? 
A. They teſtifie againſt all deceit and 
wickedneſs, vain cuſtoms, faſhions, and 
traditions of the world, againſt all hy= 
pocrifie and double-mindednels , wfll- 
worſhips and ſelt-righreouſneſs, with all 
things generally that is manifeſted by the 
birth of the fleſh. 
Q. And # that the ground Why out- 
ward 1ffliftions betide thoſe that are born 
| E 3 of 
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of the ſeed of God, and bears forth a te= 
ftimony for Goa ? 

A. Yes,for the ſced of the evil doct 
being at comity againſt the ſeed of God, 


"Io every way to ſuppreſs the 


wy ſtimoay of it, and lo the bir ch of the 
fcſh hath alwayes perſecuted rhe birth 
of the ſpirit; and this is to be obſerved, 
that where there isno teltimony, there 
is no perſecution ; for ifthe birth of the 
fleſh can be anſwered inirs way , and not 
teſtified againſt , ir will not perſecute, 
becauſe it is an{wered by its own nature, 
and it is againſt its nature to perſecute 
its ſelf, and ſoit is, that the world loves 
its own, and hates ſuchas are not of it, 
ano perſecutes them. 

Q. Ard doth not God anſwer all ſach as 
are faithfull in their teftimony with peace 
anhd joy ? 

A. Yes, be is their ſtrength and cx- 
ceediog great reward and they have much 
peacein him, and ſulnefs of joy in his 

reſenCce. 


Q. Why do not [uch as are bory of the 


(ced 
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ſeed of God, revenge themſelves upon their 


adverſaries when they may have oppor- 
t1nutes ? 

£. Becauſe revenge 15s contrary to 
their nature, for they are : born of the 
peaceable nature of Chciſt, in which 
they love thcir enemies, and bears good 
will to all men, and ſo they lye down 
in the will of God, and gives their backs 
ro the ſmiters, and cannot reſiſt nor re- 
venge, but are ready to do good to thoſe 
that hates them and perſecutes them, 
not rendring evil for evil. but overcoms 
tie evil with good ; and hereinit js ma- 
nifeſt that they are born of God, and 
knowerth God, and ſo commits their 
cauſe unto him , as unto a faithful crea 
wr. 

Q. But are not ſuch people in great 
bondage through outward ſufferimgs and. 
afflittions , and is not their ſufferings 
grievous unto them? 

A. As to their bogies they are jn much 
bondage and ſufferings, but they have 
inward liberty in God, and are the freeſt 


E 3 of 
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ot all people, andthey count their out- 
ward afflictions burlight, in compariſon 
of their inward joy and glory, for they 
are the living babes out of whoſe mouths | 
God perteds his praiſe, and this is the 
change wrought in man by che mighty 
power of God, in which power the ever- 
laſting kingdome is known, and the 
riches of it inherited, in which the babes 
ſits down rej@ycing, in the midſt of out- 
ward , tribulations, and they learn the 
new ſongs, and ſings them with new 
tqngues,, With which they magnihe the 
= Lamb that lives for eyer and eryer:, E- 
$- ven ſo, Amen, Glory be to the moſt 
| Hhighoverall. 
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hs | Something concerning the Foundation 
le and Principle ofthe poor afflied peo- 
ty ple of God, called QUAKERS- 


'$ Queſt. Hat us the ground and 
N pen oe which you 
e | ( that are called Duakers) do lay to your 
7 | ſelves, as the principle of your Religion? 

; eAnſ». Our ground and foundation is 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is the only begotten 
of the Father, and God hath layed it 
\ for us, and not we to our ſelyes; and 
it isa ſure foundation in itſelf, and alſo 
ſure unto us, as being layd of God for 
us, andthis is the foundation and princi- 
| ple of our Religion. 

| Q. Where do you hold forth this 
| foundation to be laid, Which you ſay is lad 
| of God for you ? i 
| +. It is laid of God within us, and is i 
| therock of our ſafety, and ſo we hold it jf 
E 4 forth 
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” forth to be a ſure foundation, as know. 
ing the ſtrength and power of it , which 
detends ir ſelt that the gates of Hell can- 
not preyail againſtir, nor againſt us that 
ſtand ſtedfaſt upon it, 
| Q. How do you manifeſt this inward 
foundation, whith you ſay ts Chriſt, to be 
the true and onlie foundation which God 
hath lid ? 
. From the ſeeling that we have of 

It, by which we know thar it is ſure in 
vs: and from that ſure and certain know- 
ledge which we have of itin the feel- 
ing, we manifeſt ir from its own nature 
and being, uatoits own nature and bcing 
In others. 
 Q. What is the nature and being of 
it ? 

A. It is unchang-able, 
power, witdom, 


in light, life, 
and glory , full of all 


goodneſs. virtue and mercy, and in us 
nature and being is unmoveable. 

© 8 FtoW as ors maniteſt i4 16 be the 
enlie found tion, and thas thrre is not 
another ? 


A, Frem 


| 
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4. From the unchangeableneſs of its 
own narure and being, for we know 
that God doth not lay any viſible or 
changable things for a foundation, but 
that whjeh is of himſelfe within, and is 


inytnſ1ble to the natural eye and un- 
ghangaþle in irs own nature, thar is the 


foundation which God layeth , and we 
know no man can lay another. 

2. And is that whuh is within you 
the onlic foundation upon which you ſtand, 
andthe principle of your Religion ? 

A. That of God within us is fo, for 
we know itis Chriſt, and being Chrilt, 
it muſt needs be onely , and principal, 
for that which is onely, admits not of a- 
nothes, and that which is principal is 
greateſt jn being, and thus we know 
Chriſtin us, ro benntous the onely and 
principal, who was before all things, and 
in whom all things conſiſt. 

9. But doe you hold that this founda- 
tion and principle within you is ſufficient 
te grve eternal life ? 


A. Yes, we doe fo, for as weknew 
| that 
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thatit is Chriſt in us, ſo we alſo know 
the eternal life which is in him , and that 
he is ſuſficient to givc etcrnal life from 
his own {ulneſs, unto as many as reccives 
kim , in the gift of his grace manifeſt 
within them. 

Q How came you to the knowledge of 
that foundation and principle, Which yous 
ſay 15 with in you ? 

A. By the light which is maniſeſt from 
it, thar in our hearts gives us the light 
of the knowledge of it. 

Q. How do you knoW that it is a true 
l:ohr which grues you ſach a knowledge? 

A. By the operation and effeQs of ir. 

Q. How doth it operate nxto ſuch 4 
knoWledrze ? | 

A. By the ſtrength of its-powerin us, 
whereby that knowledge which was 
g1incd through comprehending comes 
to decay and dye, and a loſs comes up- 
on-all that which hath any way been 
fetched in by the motion of the. earthly 
wiſdome. 

Q. And doth it effect ſuch a thing in 


yous 


(59). 


you by 7s operation? 

A. Yes, it worketh effeQually in us,to 
the crucifying of chat nature which bath 
rebelled againſt God, 

Q. Doth it operate unto ſuch effeits in 
you without Fauth ? 

A. Nay, foritis the foundation and 
principle of our faith, and as our Faith 
ſtands init, we know the operation and 
effects of it by our Faith, and inthis Faith 
we pleae God, becauſe we believe thar 
by his power inus, he: is able tO ſubdue 
all chings to himſelf, 

Q. HoW come you to receive this 
Faith? 

A. Þy yeilding our | ſelves to the ma- 
niſeſtation- of the light , whereby we 


| come to'be drawn and oathered into the 
| nature ofir, and ſo receives Faith in it as 


the gift of God, 
But have you not ſome Faith in it 
before 10u yield your ſelves unto il? 

A. Wehave a per{waſion Wrought in 
us, that it is of God, and ſo yeilds our 
ſelyes ungo it as being perſwaded that 

it 
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it isfruth, and by yeilding our ſelyes unto 
jt,and receiving of it in its manifeſtati- 
on,we thereby come into union with ir, 
and knows it to be the author and finiſher 
of our Faith. 

Q. And doth thit Faith give you aſſurarce 

of eterual life? 

" 4. Yes, itdoch fo, for Chriſt is the 
author of ir, whereby we are aſſured of 
his love towards us, and in the Faith 
that we have in him, we are ſure that he 
is Chriſt tne ſon of the living God, and 
by this Faith we live in the aſſurance of 
eternal life. 

Q. But how may your Faith be known munto 
others to be true Furth ? | 

4. By the fruits and effeQts that is ma- 
nifeſt from it, through which it may be 
known unto others to be true Faith. 

Q. What arethoſe frans and effeits by which 
your Faith may ſo be hk now n ? 

A. Love, Mercy, Meekneſs, Gentle- 
neſs, Peace, Long ſuffering, Patience, 
Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs of life, 
which is the fruit ofour Faith, by which 
others 
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others may know that itis true Faith, 
| Q, Bat how doe you believe unto [alva- 

tion ? 

eA. By the Faith that we have in 
Chriſt Jeſus, our foundation and princi- 
ple, through which we know that he is 
jalvation unto us, and do believe that 
there is not another name given under 
heaven by which any can be ſaved, but 
the name of Jeſus. l 

Q. But # there no true Faith but wht tands 
2n a principle within > 

A. There is but one true Faith, and 
that ſtands in a principle within, which 
is Chriſt, and the myttery of it is held in 
a pure conſcience , and this is a living 
Faith, in aliving principle, an4J all other 
Faiths are dead. 

Q. ind can none have true Faith unto Sal- 


| vation and life eternal , but (uch as are of your 


opinion ? 

+7. We arenot in any opinion, but in 
the principle of life, by which we are 
ſaved, and receives life; and in this ſtate 
we ſtand not in any opinion, but in a 
fecling 
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fecling Of life and Salvation , for all opi. 
mons are in notions and apprehentgons, 
in which none feeles the life and Salyati- 
on in Chriſt, but what they apprehend 
in the naturalpart, unto that they give 
up their own belief, aud ſo erres from 
the life in themſelves, and neither be. 
leives unto dvalyation , nor reccives life 
etcrnal. 

Q. Bur av you juaze all to be in the 
unbeliefe that are not juſt as your are in all 
things? 

A. Nay, we: do not fo, for we be. 
lieve that inevery Nation, he that feat- 
eth God and worketa righteouſneſs is 
accepced of him , and we alfo believe 
tat none can fear God and work righ- 
teouineſs ro be accepred of him, bur as 
they are in ſome meaſure guided by the 
principle of his ljght-in their con(cience, 
and have ſome {ach in it towards God, 
and we believe thar many in ſome ſmall 
meaſure do thus fear God, and work 
rightcoulneſs, though they do not un. 
derſtand the principle, by which they arc 
drawn 
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drawn to' do it, and ſuch we do not 
judge to be in the unbeliefe, but haye 
unity With them in that meaſure of Faith 
in waich they fimply breath after God, 
and according to their underſtanding 
walkes in his fear, and leryes him in 
righteouſneſs; and though ſuch be not 
jalt as we are in all things, vet being in 
any meaſure guided by our principle to 


fear God and work righteouſneſs, we 


rraly love them, and have tenderneſs 
towards them, that in the principle rhey 
may grow in Faith, and be as we arcin 
all things. 

Q. Ard doe you (implie att from your 
Faith, zn ſongle love to God ? | 

eA. Yes, we dolo, for we know tnat 
our Faith proceeds from his love unto 
ns, and that is the overcoming power, 
by which we are conſtrained to love 
him , for he hath begottea us ; and 
quickned us in his hfe , in which our 
Faith is kept freſh and living unto him : 
and by the ſame we a in (implicicy and 
fervent love towards him. 
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Q. Whet # your Faith concerning Chrif 
in you 45 4 mediator ? 

A. We believe that Chriſt in us, 
doth offcr up himſelfe a living ſacrifice 
unto God tor us, by Which, the wrath 
and juſtice of God is appeaſed towards 
us, and hat tarough the offering end (a- 
crifice of Chriit tor us, the hand writing 
of ordinanc's w':.ch ſtood againſt us is 
blotted out , and a mediation wrought 
beiween God aad us, and fo we know 
the conſideration of Cirilt unto us, and 
his mediation wita the Father for us, and 
thisis he in whom our Faith ſtanderh as 
the one media:or between God and man, 
the man Chriſt Jeſus. 

Q. hat ts your Faith concerning Chriſt 
tn you. as an interceſior ? 

A, We believe that Chriſt in us doth 
inrercecd the Father in our behalfe, and 
by him we do appealc to God in all 
our diftreſſes, and we believe that all 
our breathings toward God have acceſs 
anto him through the interccſſion of 
Chriſt for us, for as he knows what we 
Want 
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want, ſo he alſ6 knows the Fathers will, 
and according to our want and the Fa- 
thers will he makes interceſſion, through 
whoſe 'intercefſion all our breathings are 
accepted of God , and not only ſo, bur 
we have alſo boldneſs to draw nigh unto 
God, and by Chriſt, our intercefſour we 
have accels to thethrone of grace, and 
findes grace to help us in the time of 
our necd, to that we are relieyed in our 
diſtreſſes and affitions through Chriſt 
tha: loves us, who by his mediation and 
interccſſion prevails-with the Father for 
us. 

Q. What « yorr Faith concerning Yee 
conciliation With God by Chriſt in 
yours ? 

A. Webdlieve, through the offering 
and ſacrifice of Chriit for us, that God 


| is ſatisfied concerning our ſins, which in 
| our alienation was committed againlt 


him by us, for as then Chriſt bare our 
fins forus, ſo new by the offering up 


himſelf unto God on our behalfe , our 
ſins are blotred out and done away, and 
F we 


(56) 
we throngh him are feconciled unto 
God, and having reconciled us, he is 
eaſcd of the ſins wich he bare for us in 
our alicnated jtate , and ſoa he hath ſlain 
the enmity which was the wall pf parti. 
tion berween God and us, whereby we 
th-t (omctimes were ſtrangers unto God, 
and cncemics in our own mindes by wick: 
ed works, are now reconciled unto him 
in Chriſt, ſo that we are no more for- 
7cigners and ſtrangers in the enmity , but 
through the reconciling power of Chriſt 
in us we are brought nigh unto God, 
and in his Covcnant of liiteand peace, 
we know his pardoning mercy in the rc- 
miſſion of our lins, 

Q. But do you now believe that yout are 

OW Come fo {ach a ſkate as to be free from 

fore ? 


A. We believe that Jeſus Chriſt the | 


capa doth make us tree from fin,tor 
in him rherc is no ſin,and we being made 
{rce by him, we arc free indeed ; fo that 
we now live by the Faith that isin him, 
and by our Faith in him we have ob- 
= tained 


LDP 
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tained victory over the world, the fleſh 
and the devil, and in the victory we are 
freed and walkes with Chriſt in the glo«= 
rious hberty of the Sons of God, 

Q. But do you believe that you are ſo 
freed from (in as not to commit ſin While#t 

ou remain in the body , or that there can 
be ſuch a perfed? ſtate attained im this 
bfe 

A. We believe that with God all 
things arc poſſible, and we allo bclieve 
that whoſoever are born of God doth 
not commit (1n,but is perfe& as the hea- 
venly Father is perfet , whoſe children 
they are ; and we believe that ſuch a 
ſtate is 5t:ainable in this life, whileſt in 
the body. 

Q. But i it ſo With you at all times as 
that [in hath no poWer over you ? 

A. There is a ſtate whilelt the birth 
iSi6 trayail , as that temptations may at 
ſometimes preyaile ; for in that ſtate 
the birth is not- come into full ſtrength 
through the growrh of Faith, and fo 
may fin through weakneſs, but whereit 
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is ſo, there is a cry gocs unto God tobe 
delivered , and though there may be 
ſuch an over-coming in weakneſs as 
that fin may have ſome power, yet that 
which cryes to God inthe ſence of lin, 
it hath an advocate with the Father, e- 
ven Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and heis 
the propitiati on by whom the atcone- 
ment is made, and through whom the 
{in is pardoned and remitted, and ſothe 
birth grows ſtronger in the Faith, and 
goes on from one degree to another, 
until it be made perfe& in Chriſt Je. 
ſus. 

Q. But doe you believe that ſuch of you 
as are grown unto ſuch frength, as to have 
vittory over the World, the fleſh, and the 
devil , are yot lyable to temptations , and 
that the motions of the flesh doe not ſome- 
timcs move and flir in youu to commit 


fin . 


A. Yes, we find that daily, but we 
conquer over them through him that 
loves us, ſo that when temptations arc 
proffered, we reſiſt them in the power of 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt,and when the motions of the fleſh 
doe' move or {tir unto fin , we ſubdue 
them and keep them under , and by our 
Faith in Chriit we have victory over 
them, and chough ſuch temptations and 
motions may be ſticring as alive in them- 
ſelves, yet untous they areall dead, and 
we are dead unto them ; and though 
they may tempt us, yerthey prevaile 
not, for by Chriſt we are preſerved in 
the hour of temptation, andthe wicked 
one toucheth us not, and thus we are 
kept by the mighty power of God, 
through Faith unto Salvation , and 
knows Chriſt in us to reign over fin, 
wich lometimes hath reigned over us, 
and in the dominion of his lite we are 
conquerors in victory , and fo our per= 
tegion is ir: ariſt in whom there is no 
fin, and we know chat he i- the fanifher 
oflin, andthe bringer in of everlaſting 
righteouſneſs unt:ous, 4nd 1in his righte. Þ 
ouſneſs and holy lite, we live to the glo- |} 
ry ofthe Father, f 

Q. But if ail theſe things be done for 
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| you by Chrift within you , then Whai do 


(70) 


Jou believe concerning that great Work 


Thich by the death of Chriff was accom- | 


pliſhed on the Croſs in time paſt according 
zo the Scriptures, or doth nat this your 
Faith concerning ſuch things done for you 
by Chrift in you, make woid his death 
upon the Croſs , and the benefits which is 
70 be received thereby > 
A. We belicve that all things which 
are ſpoken by the holy Prophets and A- 
poſties concerning Chriſt, are true ac- 
cording to the Scriprures:& we believe 
that all the diſpenſations of God which 
are maniſeſted by the Scriptures are al- 
together true, and that they were all ful- 
filled according to the determinate will 
and councell of God, ſo that our Faith 
concerning Chriſtin us, and the work 
which he there worketh for us, doth not 
at all make yoid any of the diſpenſari- 
ons of God, which in times paſt was 
reyealed unto his holy Prophets and A- 


| poſtles, and by them teitified in the 


Scriptures ; ſo rhat the work which the 
| Father 


(71) 


| Father then gave unto the Son to do: 


we believe that he {fulfilled and finiſhed 


according to the Fathers will , and that 


all things partaining to life and ſalvation 
was fully and perfeQly in him , and that 
he humbled himſelt ro the death of the 
Croſs; and from death did rife again : 
and we believe rhat he is the reſurreRi» 
on and thelife , and gives eternal life to 
all that believe in him. bur that any do 


believe in him as he is Chriſt, who are 


diſpiſers of his light and life in them, 
that is not our Faith , for as we know 
him in us, and ſo have our Faith in him; 
we likewiſe know' the dispenlation of 


| Godintimes paſt » and the end of their 


mani'eſtation , and the time of their fi= 
niſhing, and the Scriptures arc fulfilled 
in us who live in the Faith of Chriſt, and 
walkes inhis Spirit : and wealſo know 
and believe that he is the ſame Chriſt in 
us, which in diſpenſations paſt did hum- 
ble himſelf ro the Croſs, and doth per 


| fe@ his work in ns according to the de- 
terminate councell and will of the Fa. 
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ther, ſo that our Faith concerning Chril 
inus, doth not at all make void what | »4 

he hath done or wrought in times paſt, 

bat doth fully & perfe&ly eſtabliſh it asa | ou 

rrue diſpenſation, & by our Faith inChriſt | ſp: 

we know inagood underſtanding, the | ha 

things that arc paſt, preſent, ana ro | ev 
come , andthat Chriſt is yeſterday , to | a! 
day, and the fame for ever, and of his | g1 
life, nature, and being there is neither | ta 
variablenel(s nor changing , but anendur- | al 
I6g ſubſtance of immortality. whois glo. | al 
rited w.th the Father in the ſame glory 
thar he had with him beforc the warld | 07 
began, who through every diſpenſation 11 
hath manifeſted his glory » and in this 
diſpentation of his light and life he is | Þ 
come unto us , and we know him robe | tl 
the firſt and the laſt, the begi'ving ad ti 
the cnding, for him hath God the Fx | a 
ther ſcaled, and in him our Faith ftands a 
ſredfalt. 0 
Q. And have yors fach faith in Goa, P 
E 


and love unto him, as that you havere- 
| fc wnato all his commands and 10 4an- 


{'wer 


(73) | 
ſwer him in all thirgs according to bis 
will 

A. Yes, our faith is ſuch in him, and 
our love unto him , as that we have re- 
ſpe&t unto all his commands ; for as he 
harh loved us and given Chriſt for us, 
eycn ſo is our love begotten unto him, 
and in his love unto us, Which is the 
ground of our love unto him. we inthe 
lame are made wiling to run the way of 
all his commands , according to his will, 
and they are nor grievous unto us. 

LY. But Whither do you not aepend up- 
on the things you a for life and falva- 
ton ? 

Nay, we do rot lo, for we have life 
bofore we have motion to att or do any 
thing that is plcaſing unto God, andin 
the life we have ſaivation, and ſo life 
and ſalvation is freely given us of God, 
and by his grace we are ſaved , through 
our faith which wehave in him, and that 
puts us upon motion and action todo 
bis will in all things, and yet not to de- 


pend upon what we do for life, butto 
anſwer 


(74) 
anſwer his will in all faithfulneſs, becauſe 


he hath given us lifc ; 2nd fo we do not 
act or do any thing for life , buc do all 
things which he commands us from the 
motion of hislife , and this is lite before 
ation, which moves us to attion, and 
not action before life , thereby ro attain 
life; and fo we are his workmanſhip cre. 
ated in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, 
which God hath bcfore ordained thax 
we ſhould walk inthem, and this is or. 
dained of God to be the fruit of our 
life and faith, an in theſe good works 
we walk to his glory, and depends upon 
him alone for the renewing of our 
ſtrength to continuc jn them unto the 
end. 

Q. Bat how do you manifeſt your good 
Works Which jou [iy are ordained of God 
for you to walk in? 

A. By our faith we manife them, and 
the manifeſtation doth clearly demon= 
ſtrate the nature and root to be of God, 
in Which they are created , and the na- 
ture and root in which they are created 
being 


(75) 
being of God, they miift needs be good, 
and (o they are good wotks as being of 
God , and of God ordained that we 
ſhould walk in them, andthat of GoJ 
in every conſciehce bears witneſs to the 
the , fo that we know all our works to 
be wrought by him in us andforus, and 
we do walk iti therm who are born of 
hina, and he alone harh the glory, though 
the natural man perceiveth not from 
whence they are , nor Whither they 
0. 

: 2 And 1s it your faith and love to- 
Wards God that makes you ſuch a willing 
people to ſerve God, and to ds his will? 

A. Yes, it is ſo, for the day of his pow- 
er hath overcome us, and therein he hati 
begotten us unto a lively hope by the 


reſurrection of [eſus Chriſt from the deag, 
and in him our faith and Jove is encreas- 


' ed and ſtrengthened to run without 


i 


| wearineſs, for in his life we have mori. 


on and aGion, whereby we are willing- 
ly diſpoſed to ſerve him, and to do his 


will. 
Q. Bu# 


(76) 
Q: Bat how do you know all theſe things you 
alt and do, arethe commands of God , and ac- 
cording to his will ? 


A. By the word of his power in us, 
through which we are made ſen(ible of 
all bis commands unto us, for as we are 
born of him, ſo we know his voice, and 
by his word we are inftruted in his com- 
mands, and tizereby putupon motion to 
at and do them , and in our duty he 
gives us his peace, by which we know 
that all choſe things which we act and 
do, arc his commands unto us, and Ac- 
cording to his will, 

Q But are you ſo conſtrained through 
your faith aud love towards Cod , as to 
arſwer him in all things that he commands 
yor 2? : 

A. Yes, forif we ſhould ſay we love 
him,and do not keep his commands,we 
ſhould be lyers ; but wedo fo love him, 
and our faith is ſo ſtedfaft in him , as that 
we are thereby conſtrained to keep his 
' commands in all things, for it is natural 
unto his own birth to delight to do wy 
will, 


(77) 
will, and to do whatſoever he command- 
eth, and hereby we know that his love 
is perfected in us, and our faith ind love 
is ſingle unto him; and as his good will 
is manifeſted unto us, even ſo is our 
hearts diſpoſed in good will tcwards a | 
men. 

2. What good will have you to ſuch as 
you judge and condemn , berauſe they are 
not Uihe-minded With you ? 

<A. Much every way, for that whica 
we judge and condemn in any, is only 
that ſpirit which wrongs them, by waich 
our good will is maniteſted unto that 
which ſuffcrs wrong,and this is our juag - 
ment according to truth; and knowing 
that the judgment of the Lord is accors 
ding to truth, and having felt it ſo in ouc 
ſelves, through the condemnation of fin 
in the fleſh, we judge fin in the A.ſhin 
whomſoever it reigns, that fin inthe fleſh 
may be condemned , and they in the 
ſpirit may be jukified ; and herein WC 
manifeſt the univerſal love of God ro 
be ſhed abroad in our hearts, in which 
CUT 


(.; ; 
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our good willextendeth unto all men, 

Q. Ad ts that the love with which you 
love your enemues ? 

4. Yes,for as God hath pity upon us 
in tie day of our alienation from him, 
and followed us With many tender viſt- 
tations, and alſo many righteous judg- 
ments ; cven ſo we know that he would 
not havca ſfinnerto per:ſh, and in this 
love we labour for the good of all peo. 
ple 5 and it is the greateſt manitcſtati. 
on of love to an enemy when his deſttu. 
Cion is not ſought, but rather a conde- 
{ending to recover him out of the ſtate 
of his enmity , into a ſtatc of reconcilia- 
tioa and peace; and we know that taere 
is none that are cnemies utito us, but they 
arc encmics unto God, and crucilies his 
life in themſelves , and therefore our 
love is in pity towards them , though 
they be enemies unto us, knowing that 

they cannot have peace with God whilſt 
in tharſtate they remain. 

Q. And are jeu /o arſpoſed towards 
your enemits as thas you cannot ſeek re- 
venge 


| 


will is manifeſted 


(79) 
revenge When they do you wrong ? 


A. Yes, that is the diſpoſirion of our 
nature, not to ſeek revenge, though we 
do ſuffer wrong ; {or the reyenging na- 
ture is in the fall , in which people are 
enemies unto God, andone to another; 
but itis not fo with us whom God hath 
redeemed , for though we may have ma- 
ny enemies, yet Weare not encimices ung” 
toany, thoughin the power of Gad by 
which Te are redeemed, we do bart... 
ſtimony againſt the evil and the fin, and 


that ſpirit in us doth not fcek after re-' 
| verge, butin all long ſuffering and pa- 


tiepce we bear the enmity of our ene- 
mics, and waits to lce their conrefion 
out of the enmity, whereby our gooe 
in love ro tne 
ſouls, 

D. But are you net the cauſe of the ſafe 


| ferings that comes upon you , as bring can- 


Irarie minded unto all other prople, aud {0 


| 4rYeememies to your ſerves 2 


A. Nay, the cauſe of our ſufferings 


| Are not from our ſelves, but from toac 


ſpirit 
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ſpirit which cannot bear our teſtimony 
which God hath given us, which teſti- 
mony being contrary unto the aQtings 
and workings of the ſpirit of darkneſs, 
it provokes rhe mindes of ſuch in whom 
it rulech toenmity againſt us , and that 
is the ground why ſufferings comes upon 
us, and we are clear for being enemies 
unto our ſelves in it, as having our faith 
and love towards God in thoſe things, 
for waich we ſuffer. 

2. Bur Why cars you not be conformable 
urzo thoſe things Which other people ob- 
ſerve ard practice cutwardite , and yet 
keep your Faith ara love towaras God 
inwardly , and fo have your Faith 10 jour 
ſelves ? 

A Becauſe we dare not deny, or own 
that outwardly which God doth mani- 
feſt to us inwardly, either to betrurh , 
or out of the truth , for ſo we ſhould de- 
iy our faith and love towards him every 
way ; and it is nor poſſible that any 
ſhould keep Faith and love co God in- 
wardly , and conforme to any praQtice 
SEIS Out- 


($1) 
outwardly which is contrary ,to their in- 
ward ptinciple , for as the body with« 
out the Spiritis dead , ſo Faith withour 
works is deadalſo , and they that have 
Faith to themſelves inthe power of God, 
they alſo have Faith in him to ſerve him 
in works of truth and rightcouſneſs, and 
ſo we ſhew our Faith by our works, for 
the Spirit of Faith .bcing lived in as the 
inward principle, the body is dispoſed 
by its motions, and it £5th never. dispoſe 
the body to conform unto any outward 
thing which is contrary to its own na- 
ture, ſo that the, body is not-to a@ the 
ſpirit, but the ſpirit is to act and govern 


the body, and where itis ſo, both the 


inward and the outward agrees in one, 


and there is faith inwardly and good 


works outwardly, and we haye a good 
evidence of the ſpirit in our ſelves that 
ſo it is With us, whereby we are preſer- 
ved upon our foundation inwardly, and 
for joyningewith any praQtice that is con- 
trary to it outwardly, and here our bo- | 
dyes arc alive unto God in his ſpirit, and | 

G are | 


(32) | 
are ated and ordered by the power of 
it according ro his will, and where it 
is not lo, there is not the ſence of the ſpi. 
rit in the body, and ſo a dead body 
which others may move and order in 
their own way. | 
 Q. Yell, but demonſtrate in ſome par- 
ticulars your Nox-conformity, as firſt, why 
you canner conform ro the Diſcipline of the 
Church of England, 4s it # now eſtabliſhed 
outwardly > 
4. Becauſe we do not find that it is 
eſtabliſhed upon our foundation and 
principle inwardly, and therefore we 
cannot have faith in itF nor love to wards 
it; andif we ſhould conform to it out- 
wardly, contrary to the inward princi- 
ple of enr faith , we ſhould commit ſin, 
for that which is not of faith, is ſin; and if 


! we ſhould doſo, we ſhould commit a 


great evil, and our faith and love unto 
God would be loſt, and therefore it is 
why we cannot conform ro the way 
and Worthip now obſerved according 
to that Dilcipline or ofder , becauſe the 
ſpirit 
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ſpirit of God, by which our bodies are 
alive to God , doth not fo order and 
diſpoſe us, and wedare not order out 
bodics in our own choice, forif we could 
do ſo, and not fin againt God, we ſhould 
rather chuſe to conform then ſuffer, bur 
we know, that if we ſhould do ſo, ve 
could not keep our conſciences yoid of 
oftence towards God ( though we might 
in ſodoing pleaſe many men ) but ſhould 
come under his rebuke and correQion 
for transgrefſion ; and ſo in our ſingle 
faith and love towards God, we ſtand in 


' the will of God, and dare not move to 


obſerve any thing outwardly, but as the # 
motion of his power and life diſpoſes us } 
inwardly, in which we have true peace | 
and fatisfaftion in our greateſt tribulati- 
ons, and hereby it may be underſtood 
why we cannot conform in this parti- 
cular, 
Q. CAndwhy # it che you cannot ſwear 
at all d 
A. Becauſe it is contrary to our in- 
ward principle, and our principle _ 
F I ne 


(84): 
the truth it ſelf, we know that as we 


ate ated and diſpoſed by its motion , 


that all our words, promiſes and en. 
g2Tements are ſure and ſtedfaſt, for 
they are firmly eſtabliſhed in our prin- 
Ciplc and therefore we dare not ſwear 
at all, knowing our ycais yea , and our 
nay is nay, in aſure and ſtedtaſt princi- 
ple that changes not, and our faith and 
love towards God is in our principle, and 
| if we ſhould ſwear atall, we ſhould de- 
ny our principle , Which is Gorift the 
truth, who commands us not ſwear at 


all, and our faith ſtanding in him, and 


our love being towards him, weare con- 
ſtrained to keep his command, becauſe 
we know that all his commands are ac- 
cording to truth, and we believe that 
if we ſhould ſwear ar al}, we fhould go 
into transgreſſion , and fall under con- 
demnation, and then we ſhould looſe rhe 
anſwer of a good Conſcicnce, ard pcace 
with God, which is of more value untc 
us , then the higheſt fayours in the 


world. 
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Q. Bnt doth your faith and love, which 
gou ſay is towards God, lead you wholly 
into oppoſztion to the ordinances of men, 
Who are to rule aud govern Nations and 
Kingdoms ? 

A. Nay, our faith and loye towards 
God makes us to be ſubje to the Or- 
dinances of men for the Lords fake, and 
we donot despiſe Government outward- 
ly , but do believe that actual ſubjeAi- 
on ought to be given in all things that 
pertain to the preſervation and well- | 
being of ſuch as are under the power of "i 
it, acd for this cauſe pay we Tribute, Wt 
and Cuſteme, and that not only for fear, 
bur for Conſcience ſake , whereby our 
2Qual ſubjetion is manifeſted and our 
Conſciences kept void of offence to- 
wards God and men; for as we know 
that our inward principle is juſt and 
righteous in it ſclf, ſo we believe that | 
every power in outward Government | 
chat rules in Juſtice and Righreousneſle | 
between man and man is to be owned 
and ſubmitted unto, and not in any wiſe | 
3 ro | 
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tO be reſiſted or denyed ; and this is 
ſomething of our faith concerning this 
particular, whereby it may appear that 
we are not wholly in oppoſition to the 
Ordinances of men, as they aQ in Jultice 
and Righteouſneſs for the well being one 
of another, which is the main end of all 
out ward Government, 

Df. But do you net believe that you 
ought in all things ts be attually ſulyje/? 
according 10 the inſtitutions of Laws Which 
are in bitns ? 

A. Nay, that is not our Faith, for 
where any Law concerns our Conſcien- 
ES, and that contrary ro cur inward 
principle, in that caſe we dare not be 
aQtn4lly (abject; for as our principle 1s 
the greateſt in power, and (o it is moſt 
worthy of onr (ub;ction, and our faith 
and love conſtrains us ſo ro do; and 
where any outward Law, lyes againſt 
our inward principle, as to things per- 
taining to cur Canſciences, We in that 
| caſe are paſſive, and patiently ſuffers un- 
| der it, and ſo we belieye and are _ 
bo - tat 
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that the exerciſe of our Conlciences, in 
matters of Worſhip and Religion, is to 
ſtand ſingle unto God alone, and notto 
be reſtrained or limited dy any Ordinance 
of men, 

2. Why can you not give reſpetF and 
honour unto perſ-ns that are in power 
and Government, according 10 the Cuſtoms 
which are uſea? 

A. Becaule ir is againſt our faith to 
reſpect perſons according to cuſtomes, 
for we have not the faith our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt in reſpeQ of perſons; and yet 
we give honour and reſpe@ to all men 
nnto whom iris due, but the Hat and 
Kneeis a beggarly honour, and not wor- 
thy to be either given or received for 
honeur, being far below the honour 
that comes from above, and we being 
born of the Royal ſeed of God, we can- 
not give honour to any thing below ir; 
and all the cuſtoms that are in being, 
and given, and received for honour a» | 
mong({t men, they are ail below the Roy- | 
all ſeed, and tne birth born of the ſeed . 
'G 4 can 
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can neither give nor receive ſuch honor: 


and this. js our faith in this particular, 


That we are to honour God; and al] 
men in the Lord, but Cuſtoms-and Ob- 
{ſervations , with the Hat and Knee, we 
believe and are ſure that God doth nor 
require us to give respe&or honour unto 
any perfon atter that manner; and by 
Out faith we live in our principle , and 
we know that there is no honour due 
man , but as he hath ſome uni- 
on with tne light and power of Godin 


himſelf, waich is the principle unto_ 


which all honour bclongs, and unto 
fuch we can give honour with our hearts, 
chougtr our Hats remain in their place of 
ſervice , and our bodies ſtand without 
moving, and this is.the honour which 


we do give unto whom it belongs, and 


if is the honour from above, and not from 


-belo W. 


Q. And Why « it that you are ſo con- 
grarie minded wnto all other people, both 


ix jour keheviour and language , ſecing 
t ighere 7s none beſides you that behaves them- 


ſelves 


x 
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ſelves after ſuch a manner , and you being « 


ſe contrary unto all people in your beha- 


Viour and lawguare , it makes you ridicu- 
lous in thr eye, and to become a reproach 
in your generation ? 

A. lhe reaſon way weare contra ry 
minded unto ajl other people in ſuch 
things, is this; we being come- unto 
Chrilt the light, life and cruch , weare 
come to a principle which differs from 
other people, and as weare regenerated 
and born again of incorruptible ſeed, 


_ wearenot ofthe ſame mince a5 other 


people are, nor as we our ſelves fome. 
times have been when we lived in the 
vanitics of our mindes, and as our change 
is wrought by the power of God, fo is 
the Spirit of our minds renewed unto 
God, and our behaviour and language 
is from that which is pure in it ſelf, and 
asSis the root ſo are thebranches,and in 
this lyes the difference between us and 
ether people, which is the cauſe thar 
makes us ridiculous in their eye , not 


that our behaviour and language are ſo 
in 


(99) 
j1 themſelves; but proceeding from a 
plain, ſimple z hone{ mind in us accord- 
ing to truth and rightcousnets : the hea- 


dy and t:igh minded looks upon t1em as 


ridiculous becauſe contemptible in 
their eye , and ſo ſpeaks reproachfully 
and ſcornfully*of us, for our behaviour 
a14 linguage is from another priaciple 
then othcr peoples are, and if it was not 
10, we ſhould be asmuch cſteemed and 
reſpeted amongſt them , as when we 
were one with them in behaviour und 
Janguage » which now being made to 
aiffer in our principle , and to appear 
. contrary unto them, iineir reproach and 
ſcorn falls upon us as ridiculouz people, 
bur we know it is better with ns, now 
that we endure ſuch reproaches b-cauſe 
-of our difference, then in the time when 
we lived inthe pleaſure of ſin, and had 
reſpect and eſteem, andnort reproach and 
ſcorn. 

2. But is there not ſome which hold an 
>, inward principle as you do , and yet do 
þ, o7 behave themſelves after your — 
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but can obſerve the things that are in cur 


Home both in behaviour and language ? 
IA, There may be ſome ſuch, but 


they are not upon our foundation, and 


though they may hold an inward prin. 
ciple, yet thcy are not of us, for we 


| know that the birth of the fleſh hath an 


inward principle, andthat will atlow the 
liberty in behaviour and languige ac-. 


{ cording to the cuſtomes nſed; but we 


fy thar ſuch an inward principle that 
doth allow ſuch an outward practice 
is not of God, but of the fleſh, which 
anſwers the nature and will of the ficſh, 
in behaviour and language, and we car- 
not follow ſuch as oureximples, thong! 
tpcy may hold an inward principle , but 
are made to differ from them both in 
root and branch ; for we believe and 
are ſure that the Son of God is come un- 
to us, and hath given us an underſtand- 
ing to know him thar is true, and we are 


in him that is true, and being in him thax 


1s true, we know our behaviour andlan- 


guage is according totruth, and ſo we 
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know that all our works are wrought in 
God, and by Faith in him we ſtand, 
and unto him alone gives glory for e- 
ver. 


Q, But how may people come tobe ſa- | 


risfied, that at isſo With you as you ſay, 
more then with others, who may ſay as 


much for themſelves in their way as you 


do 18 yours ? 
A. There is no other way for any peo. 
pleto be fatiſned in this matter, but b 
taking heed to the pcinciple of God in 
themielyes, for as we are born of God, 
there is none can know us as to be fa- 
tisfied concerning us, cither in principle 
or practice, but as tney come to the ſame 
principle in which we arc; ſor if people 
will onely reaſon about things that differ 
"they may weary thomſelyes and yet ne, 
ver be ſatiſfied, for we doe not onely ſay 
that ſoit is with us,and ſo preſs it upon 0- 
thers to believe it, barely from our ſay- 
ings, but we preſsall people to ajoyning 
with the light and power of Chriſt with- 
in them, andif they come unto that, then 
we 
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we know that we: ſhall be manifeſt in 
their conſciences, and be known where 
we are, ailſoit is nor what weor any 
others may ſay in our own caſe, that can 
give true ſatisfaction to any. Enquirer; 
but what the witneſs of God in. the con- 
ſcience faith : for if that do not ſeal to 
what is ſaid , there is not any thing thar 
is ſaid, which can clearly evidence: the 
mattet in queſtion , and it we be not 
fcund by the witneſs of God to be as 
we ſay, then letus not be believed, bar 
if we be ſo, -then people may. be fatis- 
fied that we are not only ſayers , but alſo 
doers; and if we cannot be belieyed by 
our ſayings , being others may ſay as 
much as we in.their own caſe, yetlcr 
us be belicved for our works - ſake , 
which from our principle is maniteſt to 
be of God , whereby we are diſtin- 
guiſhed from all fair ſayers, who may 
have many good words, butnot in the 
life , and ſo are fruitleſs in good works, 


and the witneſs of God will never an- * }} 


fwer with a ſeal unto their ſaywgs, 
though 


(94) 

though they may ſpeak never ſo faire, 
but we know that whoſoever doth the 
Fathers. will, ſhull perfealy underſtand 
our principle, doarine and works, by 
which they may come to be fatisfied 
that we do not {pcak of cur ſelves, nor 
act of our ſclves, but in the eternal mo- 
tion of the power and life of Chriſt, who 
is our fouudation and principle ; and 

they that would be ſatisfied concernin 

_ us any way , they muſt finde us and 
know us in the principle of life where 
we are , and not in their own reaſon 
where we are nor, foritisnot poſſhibleto 
ftinde a man whcre he js not, or to know 
him untill he be found and beheld in the 
place where he moveth, and fo let none 


realon about us, for there they can ne- | 


ver know us or come unto us, but let all 
fcel to that of God in them and be 
faithfull co it, and then they will not 
ſay, tke Puakers incligion is but young in 
years, or lately come up, and we know 
| themnot, nor what their new doQtrine 
| means, by which people comes m- 
| G 
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ſo altered and changed; but they will 
know andundcritand, thatour life 1s hid 
with Chriſt in God, andt:at his life ap. 
pears in us, and we init, and ſo be put 
out of all doubts and qucſtions in the 
reaſonings concerning us; and receive 
ſatisfation in all things thac percain un- 
co us, in life and GodlineS, in witch our 
Religion is pure, holy and undchiled , 
and was before uniolinets or uorighte- 
ouſneſs was ; and will remain in its 
purity when years fhall paſs away and 
be no more, and this is the meaning of 
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our doQtin, to bring, peopleto rhe eyer— 
laſting word of God in themlelves,. that. 
they may come into reft and peace in 
the pure Religion, whece God is known 
in his loves grace, and riches of mer- 
CY. 
Q. If your Faith give you ſuch aſſurance 
of your principle and Religion 10 be rue 
and right, then Why cannot you arfend it 


by force, and ſo free your ſelves from that 


0 mWard bondage Which you ſuffer for your 


Religion ? 
4. Our 
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A, Our Faith doth give us ſuch an 


aflurance, but yet we cangot ſtrive with | 


our -oppolers and opprefiours, nor any 
way by force of carnal weapons ſeck to 
detend its for we know that it is ſuſficient 
to defend it ſelf, &allo to defend ns that 
live in it, and our weapons arc Spiritual 
and not carnal, & we tight the good fight 
of Faith in the power of the Prince of 
peace, and ſo we war againſt ſin, but 
tollowes peace with all men, and can be 
ready in every office of love to doe 
gOod to our greateſt enemies, and here. 
in we have been ſufficiently proved co 
be a peaccable people under every power 
by which we have or doe ſuffer, and 
we have never reſitted, nor ſought re- 
venge upon any, butin all things com- 
mits our cauſc unto Ged, in whole ſight 
we ſtand approved , and he knows 
that as we arcin words or appearance, 
even {o we are the ſame in heart, and un- 
to his judgement and tryall we appeale 


in our innocency, and the principle of 
| his 
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his life in every one doth bezr wit-eſs 
for us, and all that hearken unto it, will 
receive 4 truce cyidence in themſelves 
concerning our innocent and peaceable 
IE 


thirg) to your own principle in others, 


which you ſay s Chrif, the light, and life, 


| and Witneſs of God. 


A. Yes, we do lo, for as we know 


is committed unto Chriſt, ſo we know 
that there is not another that can truly 


| try or judge of us beſides him » and 


therefore we have boldneſle to refer our 
tryal in all thirgs unto him alone as 
knowing that his tryal and judgement 
is according to truth in every man, and 
25 our Faith is in him, and our loye unte 
him , ſo we know that he will not 


condemn the works of his own nands, 


but juftifie the fruit of his own life, po- 
wer and virtue, and his tryal and judge- 
ment will clearly evidence for us, that 


we are his, and not our oWn. 
H Confeſſion, 


Q. And doe you refer your tryal in all 


that all judgement in heaven and earth 
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things that you ds to be from your ſelves, 
or ins your 6Wn Wills but from Chriſt the 
ſounaation and principle. 

A. Yes, it is plainly fo, for of our 
ſelves we can do nothing, bur through 
Chriſt, in whom we have onr firengrh, 
we are ablc to do all things ; ſo that 
cur ſufficiency is in him alone, and by 
his power in us, all our good works are 
wrought for us, and unto him they all 
return, that he in all things may have 
the preheminence , and the glory for 
ever. | 

Refolvrd. It being ſo, there is no good 
ground why you ſhould be called in que- 
ſion, or any way ſuffer for your Faith 
and Rcligion, ſecing that what you do 
is from the power of Chriſt, and his 
works arc not to be denyed by any, nor 
you to ſuffer in any caſc for the faith you 
have in him, and the love you have to 
him ; and ſecing that you deny your 
ſelves in what you do ( which many 
hitherto 


Confeſſion. 7: may new be perceived, 
that you. do not hold or maintain the | 


ef 
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, | hitherto have thought you did not) and. 


that you are Willing to be tryed and 

Judged according to the Judgment of 
truth in Chriſt, you ought not in any 

wiſe to ſuffer by any other Tryal or Judg- 

ment whatever, and all ſober, modes 

rate people may be well ſatisfied with this 
Demonſtration, that your principle is of 
God, a:d that your faith and love is unts 
God, and your good will unto all men, 
and none need not any farther ſtand in 
doubt of the truth ofit, but may be fully 
perſwaded that you have Salvation and 
Etetnal life by Jeſus Chriſt, which may 
overcome all that are yet contrary mind= 
ed unto you, tojoyn With your principle, 
that they may be of your Faith and Reli- 
gion, who are a people that loves God 
ſo ſingly, and lives amongſt men ſo peace- 
ably, which indeed doth clearly manifeſt 
your principle and Religion tobe of God: 
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4 manifeſtation of Prayer in For- 


mality , and Prayer 41 w Spirit of 


God. 


T hath been a common Obſervation 
throug: \ges and fzencrations,to per- 
torm ſomething as a duty unto God by 
way of Praver, & this common obſer va- 
tion hath deſcended from one Generation 
to another / ever fince ine Apoſtacy en- 
tred ) in a caltomary and formal way, 
ſtill oblerying tne practice i in words, and 
continuing the fame as a duty unto God 
in theſame manner and form, nar at all 
regarding or conlideritig tne preſent 
wari6 or neccflity of the preſent Age or 
Generation, nor the preſent fiates ana 
conditions bn; 19: people, but pray- 
ing in the /amc Wores, andin the ſame 
Formme, from time to time, and from ge— 
neration to generation, and {o it lows, 
25 a natural ſtream in a common and 

| cufto- 


% 


(101) 
| cuſtomary praQice, from one generati, 
| on to another : and hence ir is that peo» 
ple continue. asking but do not receive, 
} becauſe they ask Phe not feeling rhe 
Spirit that makes interceſſion. And ſo 
the Phiriſees made long prayers, but re- 
ccived the greater Samnation; becaule 
they prayed not in tac opirit, butin the 
cuſtomary formality , which by the Spi- 
rit was condemacd. And it is very ſad 
that pcovic ſhould all rheir life-time be 
comp' uwiing and asKkirng, and never Come 
| lo recely? Trivtact, 2ns And this is the 
| common way of Prayer in tais preſent 
| generation, Who naave many prayers in 
| formcd words, and with their mouths 
' do often reneat them, and in the forma- 
lity make a practiſe of traem, and {{ at 
ſer-times, and in ſet- { gab, ſpend away 
| their dayes, but ſce} not the Loid nor F 
'  hisgoodneſs. And this cominor way af | 

| 


Prayer, now uſedin the commor: Wor- | 
ſhip, never brings people to obtain, but | 
keeps them alwayes asking; where, in| 
anſwer ta the Commandments, they pray 
2 ON 
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on this wiſe, Lord hape mercy upon us, 
and encline our hearts to keep this Law, 
and Write all theſe thy Laws in our hearts, 
we beſeech thee. Now, if they would en- 
cline their hearts to the Spirit of God 
in themſelyes, and obey it, then the Spi- 
rit would encline their hearts to keep 
God's Law, and the Spirit would write 
his Law in their hcarts, and pur it into 
thcir inward parts, and it would kcep 
tncm tharthey would not depart from 
jr, 21d there they would fecl Gods mer- 
cies, and ſo ccmeto receive an anſwer 
of their Prayers: For when the hearr of 
man doth not encline to the Spirit of 
God, itis in rebellion againſt him, and 
God doth not ſhew mercy ro the rebel. 
lious; and {o pcop'e paſs oyer their time 
in words, but want the life which ſhould 
do them gaod; and waen they come 


" to finiſh their dayes, their hearts are as 


far off from Gods Law, as the firſt day 
when they began ro pray, That he would 
encline their hearts to keep it, and they 


ſhew 
them 
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to any aflur requeſts re heard aol} 
or that tor efts ar hich j 
confel(s they belieV 


; od, 
at believe 1 \ 
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U« are miſerable ſinners, and do thoſe things 
| Phey ought notto do: Anditſo, then not 
Believers ; for they that belicvein Chriit 


are not tore {ſinners,neither do thoſe © | 


things they ought not to do, but by be. 
lieving in Chriſt they arc ſaved, and he 
takes away their fin that makes them 
miſerable, and ſets them free from their 


miſery, and they do thoſe things that ' 


are well- pleaſing in his fight; for they 
that truly believe in Chriſt, they do nor 
only confefs their ſins, bet allo forſake 
them, and ſo find mercy with the Lord, 
and they are not alwayes complaining 
that they do thoſe things they ought not 
to do, but know his Will and do it, and 
are blefſed in their deed. And again, 
in that which they cill the Lords Prayer, 
':they generally ay, Our Father : Now 
the "Chitdren 'of God are not milerab'c 
ſinners, nor do not thoſe things they 
ought nottodo; for , whoſoever 25 born 
Woof God, doth not commit fin: And, W ho- 
WL- /oever ſpnnerth, hath not (cen him, neither 


i £70» him: And there are nor any that 
| be- 
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believe in God, or can call God Father 
In truth, brit thoferkae arc born of him; 
for tho{e that are bora of fleſh and of 
bloo, and of the will of man, they do 
not believe in God, neither can truly call 
God Father, for that is the nature in 
Witch (in is committed, which makes 
people mi'erable, and that is the nature 
In whici they'do thoſe things they ought 
not to do, and thatis the nature in which 
there is no ſaving health, and there is 
not any p-aycr accepted of God, whic! 
In thatnature is periormed - fornone in 
the fleſh c20 pleaſe God, and wattoe- 
ver is oftercd unto him in thzt nature, he 
doth nor regard ir, for it is the nature 
from which all wick-daeſ procecdeth, 
and the prayers of the Wicked are an avo- 
mination unto God. [Ys 1d though there 
may be many which may deny the com- 
mon way of Prayer, as it is uſed in 
the common Worſhip, and fet up ſome 
other way of Prayer, as more excellent, 
yer whiiſt the Fleſh, and Blood , and | 
Will of man conceives it, and performs 
it, 


(105) 
it, there is no difference in the ground, 
between that which they deny , and 
that which rhey let upand practiſe, nci- 
ther doth God regard it any more than 
that waich they deny. And though (uch 
Prayers may not appear fo. formal, as 
thole that are commonly uled in the 
common Worſhip, yet they are concei- 
ved in the very ſame womb, anddonot 
at all differ in the ground : for as the 
Wuiidom of the fleſh hath compoſed fo 
many ſet. prayers in words, and hath 
preſcribed a way to obſerve and practiſe 
the fare, andrhat none is Either to add 
or diminiſh as to what isſo compoſed; 
cvenſothe ſame Wiſdom may deny that 
preſeribed way , as being formal , and 
may invent ſomething inſtead of it, ina 
higher miſtcry of iniquity; and though 
they may not ſpeak in ſuch formal com- 
poled words, yet inthe fame Wisdomec 
their words are formal, not at all differing 
in the ground or conception, but only 
in the expreſſion and obſervation, and 
in their practiſe it is as formal as that 


which 
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| which they deny, for they haye 2can- 
| ſtant obleryation by way of Praycr, in 
| whar they praiſe, which in it ſelf is as 
formal as the (et prayers commonly uſed 
| inthe common -Worthip, for they can 
ſct their own time both to begin and to 
' make an end, and when they will they 
can utter words, and waen they will 
they can be ſilent, and they have their 
Own conceptions at command, and cai 
either perform or not perform in their 
own time, and this is rhe unclean part 
waich offers rinto God, which he doth 
no! accept, neither is any Prayer re- 
-garded or accepted of GoJ, but ne 
Prayer which is offered to him by his own 
birth. | 
5o that theſe few things being {eri- 
outly conſidered, it is manifcft, that-the 
; Way of Prayer , as is now commonly 
uſed , ob:erved, and praQtiſed in the 
common worſhip is nottrue prayer, but a 
| bare formality, and not onely fo,bur alſo 
contradiQory,& ſois ngt pertormed with 
a right pnnderſtanding; and it is as ma- 
| niſet 
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nifeſt that all other wayes of praying, 
which are conceived and performed 
in the wisdom of the fleſh, is not true 
Praver, aeirhcr doth God regard it more 
thea the orner,, becauſe 1t is performed 
inthe tame nature, anddificrs in nothing 
but in the manner, and however they 
N1ILY difter It) L11C practice, yet tncy meer 
13 the ground, and are offered up In tc 
ancian pat, and fo are not pcriormed 
w.th an nnderitanding, as Prayer 1a the 
Spirit: of {x09 3s, 

+ Now the Spirit of Lite, waich is ma- 
niſc.t from God in every mans conſci- 
ence,doth ſo cniighten him, as t9 make 
him ſcnfible thar heis a finner, and in 
himſelf is miſerable, andeternally liable 
tothe Wrath of God, without the Lord 
appear tor him, and work his delive- 
rance ; and as maa takes heed to that 
Spiric which dott-ſo cnligten him, and 
makes manifeſt his condition to him, 
then the Spirit begins ro quicken and ſtir 
up fomething in,him thar deſires after 
God, and breaths after Gogd, and the 
| 1ghs 
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fighs and groans begin to ariſe in a true 
ſence of miſery, and the breathings go 
forth 1n the earneſt of the Spirit unto 
God, and the cry ariſes for help and de- 
liverance : and though that which is 
quickned by the Spirit , to breach in 
the opirit, be but-as a babe 1 youngacls, 
and that it Coth not know What to pray 
for as it ought , but tands fighting, and 


 groaning, and WS in the {ence of 


burdens, weights US 2nd loads erat ly C Up- 
on it, yet the Spirit in tha ſtatc helpeth 
its infirmities , anc makes requeit tor it | 
according to the will of God, for the 
vPirit knows what the 53be wants, and 
with what jt is burdcred, and (o makes 
interceſſion unto Toa tor it; and intie 
Spirit the Babe hath- acces to God , and 
chough it be but yourg, yer it cryes Ate 
ba, Father, and fo it breathesin the Spt- 
rit, and cryes in the Spirit, and praycs to 
the Father io the Spirit, and the fi; zhs 
and groans, do riſe from a rrue ience of 
its own weakaefs, and the want of Gois 


Mercies for it underſtands in the Spirit 
Wat 


C29). + 
what it wants,and is ſenfible what bir- 
dens lyes uponit , and in the Spirit it 
draws nigh ro God, and ſubmits its ſelfe 
ro the throne of his Grace, and there 
finds Grace tohelp it in its need, for the 
Spirit brings relicfe from the boſome of 
the Faiher, and ſupplics the Babe in ail 
ns wants, and every oreathing is mini- 
ſtred unto by the Spirit; and here the 
Babe praycs aright, and asketh according 
ro the will of God, and hchearsits com. 
plainings, and in his compaſſion he an- 
{wereth its petitions, and ſo it comes to 
receive from his own hand, and he gives 
unto it daily bread, and nouriſhes it with 
his own virtue, after which it breatheth, 
and ſtands byir to help it jn the hour of 
rempearion, and ſo the Babe begotten by 
the Spirit, prays in the Spirit, and re- 
ceives from the Spirit, andis ſtrengthen. 
cd with the virtue of the Spirit; and this 
is true prayer though ncver a word be 
ſpoken through utterance: for the Babe 
breaths in the oPirit and cryes inthe Spi- 
tit, and prayes in the Spirit, and as it ſo 
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breaths, and cries, and prayes in fecrer, e. 


ven ſo the Father which ſeeri i# ſecret, 
doth reward it openly, andby is power 
removes the burdens ſrong it, and with 
his own hand liſteth up its head, & in his 


own time he delivereth it ont of all row. 


bles; and from its quickning and firſt 
breathing it goes on from {trengrth to 
ſtrength, and from virtue to virtue, even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord, and having 
received ſtrength inthe Spirit,then by the 
Spirit it hath utterance given, and can ut= 
ter words by the help of the Spirit,and io 
prayes in the Spirit, and prayes With an 
underſtanding, andthat which it expreſ]- 

eth in words by the help of the Spirit 
and by the ſtrength of the opirit, thar is a 
comfort to evcry babe that is breathir g; 
in the ſame Spirit, and fo the babes be- 
gotten by the Spirit, pray in the unity of 
the Spirit, and their praycrs rei!urn jnto” 
their boſome, and are an{wered wilt 


a (ſeal ofthe ſame Spirit, for they ask in the 


Name of Chritt, and in his Name they re. 


ceive their ſatisfation; and ſo here is a 
time 
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" time of Gehing,& groaning, & mourning 
l & complaining, & a time of breathing, & 
þ crying & praying, & a time of receiving, 
 & rejoycing, wherein the babes of life do 
= come tO inheritthat w® they have brea- 
F thedafter,.& ſoccmeto the living praiſes 
e. uno God, who ha'n anſwered their pray 
crs in theriches ot his Grace and Mercy- 
So all muſt come to the ſpitit of God, by 
the ſpirit robe ordered, and ceaſe from 
. their own words & irom their own time, 
and learn tobe ijjcnt until the ſpirit give 
them utrerance, tor the Lordis we eary of 
all formality & 2ypoctiftic, & he hun no 
Picaſure 1h any ti: ch performances, for his 
Controverſic is again't the Sor moon 
{ 02,bur he will exairthe Sor of by Low? ,& 
&- blefied arc they tiirare born of his lifc, 
E for whativeverthey 2k in his Name,thcir 
- Petitions arcanfwered, & their Requeits 
Garreds the prayers of fuchare only ac- 
ceptcd, and nor ihe prayers of thole that 
think to be heard for their much bavling, 
- who have many wortis, but not in the 
E: life. i: Wi0. 
E THE END: 
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